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THE 



PREFACE. 



TH E follewing Effays have' 
already appeared at different 
timeSf an^ in different publications/ 
The pamphlets in which they were' 
infertcd l>eing generally unfuccefsful, 
thefe fliar^d the common fate, with- 
out affifti})^ the boakfeller's aims, or 
cixtoiidiiig the writer's reputation. 
The pulsiic wa^'toa ftrciftuoufly em- 
ployed with theif own follies, to be 
ailiduous in eftimatin^ thine 5 To that ' 
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ii PREFACE. 

way, have fallen vidims to the tran- 
fient topic of the tinies>; the Ghoft 
in Cock LanCy or the fiege of Ti- 

conderago. 

»" 

But though they have paft pretty 
iilently into the world, I can by no 
means complain of their circulatioin. 
The magazines and papers of the 
<Jay, have, indeed, been liberal 
e;iough in this refped. Mpft of 
thefe effays have been regularly re- 
printed twice or thrice a year,- and' 
qonveyed to the public through the 
fennel pf fome engaging cpnoipilation « • 
If there be a pride in multiplied edi- 
tions> I have feen fome of my labours » 
fi:$teen times reprinted, and cliumed 
by different parents as their own. I 
h^ve feen them flouriflied ^t the 
bipginning with praife^ and iigned at 
the tend wfth,^ »ai(ies of Phi^an^t 

• tos> 
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tosy ■ Philalethes, Philalatheros, and 
I^Sarithropos. Thd!e goendemen 
have. kindly ftoodiponfbrs to my pro^ 
<lu£tion$» jand to flatter me more; 
have always pafl: them as their owa« 

\ It 'is: time^ however^ nt laft, to 
VkK^ate my claims ;. and ' as theie 
lehtertaiaiers of die public^ as they 
call, themfelves, hav« partly lived 
inipoi|:jpiiilb^:fQme years, lift :me now 
fryifl cannot live a^Iittie uponmyfelf* 
J would defire in thisxafe, to imitate 
that fat man who I have Ibme where 
hejard of in a Ihipwreck, who, when 
the failors preft by famine, were 
taking ilices , from his pofteriors, to 
iatisfy tkcir' hunger, infifted with 
igr.eat juftice, on having the firft cut 
for himfelf. 

.i' : ' . A a Yet 
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. Yet after! all, I pmnD^ be'ii^r^ 
with any, ^^wJbo liave. tatken it ii^^ 
their heads:^ tethintjtbittvhateverl 
write is-worth rcpriatidg-, particularly 
-when I confidcr liDw jrccit a ^ jiiajo* 
rity will think it fcarce worth reading. 
iTrifiirfg* and fopcififciaj^ are termi of 
ftplDadi that ^rereftfily^.objeft^ aiid 
that carry aa air of j^e'i^tration in thd 
obierv^r.:: *Th»rd fgultk hsvt;: bieeu 
^jc&cd :tQ xho:folhomkig)tSB£ysp mi 
it muft be owned> in : (bme sneafure; 
that.thcfhailrge'is'tnie* . Hoiw^evier, t 
could hare made' them more meta-*- 
phyficiil had I thought fit^ but 1 
vronld afk whethbrim a^fhccil dfay it 
%$ not niceflary t03 be^ fupferficial t 
Before we have>prep«edto^fehtef intd 
the depth^s of a fubjeft, in the^ifuaji 
forms, we have got to the^ bottom of 
our fcanty page, and thus lofe the 

. ^. honours 
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lionbilr8i6fia vrGt^hy too tedk)us 
jiipcq^acktioiifoqtfait: ctomi>aX4 

]. :!rhete iflr amflli^^&ulria: this c6lt 
ioftiod afttsABsi whibh;! feadr».wifl 
9uit.be '&<sflfify ^smlDned^^^ it wilt 

^ifraoifibBjfbuiui^ k-ilalcoiitid h^k^ 

MTtBi h^TObctL I>ni)te(Itl^ I£itu»^ 

Mni^r^tdeifcd^'i.'man^c^pf/it^ iibopicti 
aduhh:idcse:firflnft&rted'.lttfS9 diovt 
IsceiEhuiitBd diwiSy aisiiiiwBy of the 
^houg^t^iiiiJUBn.^Qj[Jra :^ .' c2if[f3i[£t> ilie& 

hiitiidiiik gra^o oTobli^i^^ vaxuioor 
inodem: compilers; ^like fextons and 
ta^udojfiersy tbuik it their undoubt-^ 
td'dghi 0$)piUagC(ihctka(). . : . 1 

\ ' •- i r •. ' • ■ * 
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r However^ whatever right I. have 
to complaia of the public, the^g^ can» 
as yet have no juft reafon to com- 
plain gf mier If I have written dull 
Eflkys, they have }iitherto treated 
them as dull EiTays. Thus fir we are 
fA , leaf):, uponr par; .and .until they^ 
think, fit to^ iinake ^e .their i humble 
(debtor, by praifc, I^ani fefolvfid not 
tolofe^a finglcihch of my fHf import 
tance. Infbcad^ therefore^ dfattempt*^ 
sng:to efldblifha credit -amongft them, 
it: Y^iil '.pQrhbpS'^e.wifc^.ta- apply to 
ibmb .more difl^nt. corre^oddent, 
and as tny drafts are iti fome danger 
of hejng 'protefted; atiiDihe, it may 
nbt4>e)impriide]ititapQsi this occaiion, 
to . dcaw , my ^liills: upon Pofbeiity, 
Mr. P.ofterity; Sir, Nine hundred 
and ninety -nine .years after fight 
hereof, prfy thofIbeai:di*i';or order^ a 

thoufand 
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thoufand pound's worth of praife, 
free from all deductions whatfoever, 
it being a commodity that will then 
be very ferviceable to him, and place 
it to the accompt of, &c. 
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ESSAY I. 



THERE is not> perhaps, a more 
whimfical figure in nature, than a 
man of real modefty who aiTumes an 
air of impudence ; who, while his heart beats 
with anxiety, ftudies eafe and affects good hu- 
mour. In this fituation, however, every un- 
experienced writer finds himfelf, Impreffed 
with the terrors of the tribunal before which he 
is going to appear, his natural humour turns to 
pertnefs, and^ for real wit he is obliged to fub- 
ftitute vivacity. 

For my part, as I was never diftinguifhed for 
addrefs, and have often even blundered m mak- 
ing my bow, I am at a lofs whether to be merry 
pr fad on this folemn occafion. Should I mo- 
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deftly decline all merit, it is too probable the 
hafty reader may take me at my word. If, on 
the other hand^ like labourers in the Magazine 
trade, I humbly prefume to promife an epitome 
of all the good things that were ever faid or 
written, thofe readers I moft dcfire to pleafe 
may forfake me. 

My bookfclJer, in this dilemma perceiving 
my embarrafment, inftantly offered his afliftance 
and advice : " You muft know, fir," fays he, 
** that the republic of letters is at prefent di- 
" vided into fcveral clafles. One writer excels 
<' at a plan, or a title-page ; another works 
** away the body of the book; and a third is a 
<' dab at an index. Thus a Magazine is not 
'« the refult of any fingle man's induftry ; but 
*' goes through as many hands as a new pin, 
" before it is fit for the public. I fancy, fir," 
continues he, *' I can provide an eminent hand, 
*' and upon moderate terms, to draw up a pro- 
*« mifing plan to fmooth up our readers a little, 
*' and pay them, as colonel Chartres paid his 
'« feraglio, at the rate of three halfpence in 
<< hand, and three (hillings more in promifes." 

He was proceeding iri his advice, which, 
iowever, I thought proper to decline, by af-^ 
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fufing him, that, as I intended to purfue no 
fixed method, fo it was impoffible to form any 
regular plan ; determined never to be tedious, 
in order to be logical, wherever pleafure pre- 
fented, I was refolved to follow. 

It will be improper therefore to pall the 
reader's curiofity by Icflening his furprize, or 
anticipate any pleafure I am able to procure 
him, by faying what fhall come next. Happy 
could any effort of mfne, but reprefs one cirimi- 
nal pleafure, or but for a moment fill up an in- 
terval of anxiety ! How gladly would I lead 
mankind from the vain profpedts of life, to 
profpeiSs of innocence and eafe, where every 
breeze breaths health, and every found is but 
the echo of tranquility. 

But whatever may be the merit of his in- 
tentions, every writer is now convinced that he 
muft be chiefly indebted to good fortune for 
finding readers willing to allow him any degree 
of reputation. It has been remarked, that al- 
moft every character which has excited cither 
attention or pity, has owed part of its fucceis 
to merit, and part to an happy concurrence of 
circumftances in its favour. Had Caefar or 
> ^omwcll exchanged couutivc^^ \!wt qt\& m\^^ 
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have been a ferjeant, and the other an excife- 
man. So it is with wit, which generally fuc- 
ceeds more from being happily addrefled, than 
from its native poignancy. A jeft calculated 
to fpread at a gaming-table, may be received 
with perfect indifference fhould it happen to 
drop in a mackrcl-boat. We have all feen 
dunces triumph in fome companies, where men 
of real humour were difregarded, by a general 
combination in favour of ftupidity. To drive 
the obfervation as ^ as it will go, fhould the 
labours of a writer who defigns his performances 
for readers of a more refined appetite, fall into 
the hands of a devourer of compilations, what 
can he expert but contempt and confuflon ? If 
his merits are to be determined by judges who 
eflimate the value of a book from its bulk, 
or its frontifpiece, every rival mufl acquire an 
eafy fuperiority, who with perfuafive eloquence 
promifes four extraordinary pages of letter-prefs, 
or three beautiful prints, curioufly coloured 
from nature. 

Thus then, though I cannot promife as much 
entertainment, or as much elegance as others 
have done, yet the reader may be aflured he 
ihall have as much of both as I can. He fhall, 
Mt UaA, 6nd me alive while I fhidy his enter- 
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tainment; for I folemnly afllire him, I was 
never yet poffeflfed of the fecrct of writing and 
fleeping. 

D u K I N G the courfe of this paper, therefore, 
all the wit and learning I have, are heartily at 
his iervice ; which if, after fo candid a confef> 
fion he flxould, notwithflanding, fiill find in« 
tolerably dull, or low, or fad ftuiF, this I proteft 
is no more than I know. I have a clear confci* 
dice, and am entirely out of the fecret. 

Yet I would not have him, upon the pe- 
.miid of. a fingle paper, pronoimce me incorrr* 
.gible $ he may try a fecond, which, as there is 
aftudied di^ence in fubjed and ftyle, may be 
-more fuited to his tafte $ if this alfo flails, I 
rmuft refer him to a third, or even to a fourth, 
in cafe of extremity : if he fhould flili continue 
.refradory, and find me dull to the laft, I muft 
inform him, with Bays in the Rehearfal, that 
I think him a very odd kind of a fellow, and 
dellre no more of his acquaintance. But flill 
if my readers impute the general tenour of my 
fubjeiS): to me as a fault, I mufl beg leave to tell 
them a flory. 

A TRAVELLER, in his way to Italy, found 
himfelf in a country where the inhabitants had 
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each a large excrefence depending from tlie 
chin ; a deformity which, as it was endemic, 
and the people little ufed to ftrangers, it had 
been the cuftom, time immemorial, to look up- 
on as the greateft beauty. Ladies grew toafts 
from the fize of their chins, and no men were 
beaux whofc faces were not broadeft at the bot- 
tom. It was Sunday, a country church was 
at hand, and our traveller was willing to per- 
form the duties of the .day. Upon his firft ap^ 
pcarance at the church-door, the eyes of all 
were naturally fixed upon the flranger ; but 
what was their iamazement, when they found 
that he aftually wanted that emblem of beauty^ 
r a puried chin. Stifled bu^fts of laughter, winks, 
' and whjfpers, circulated jErom vifage to vifage^ 
.the pfifmatic figure of the ftranger's face was a 
,fund of infinite gaiety Our traveller could no 
: longer patiently continue an objefi: for defor- 
.mity to. point at. " Good folks," faid he, " I 
: *' perceive that I am a very ridiculows figure 
;*' here, but I ailure you am reckoned no way 
.'" deform^ at Home. 
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E S SAY II. 

THE 

STORY 

O F 

ALCANDER and SEPTIMIUS. 
Taken from a Byzantine Hiftorian. 

ATHENS, long after the decline of the 
Roman empire, ftill continued the feat 
of learning, politcncfs, and wifdom. Theodoric, 
the Oftrogoth, repaired the fchools which bar- 
barity was fufFering to fall into decay, and con- 
tinued thofe penfions to men of learning, which 
avaricious governors had monopolized. 

In this city, and about this period, Alcarider 
and Septimius were fellow-ftudents together. 
The one, the moft fubtle reafoner of all the 
Lyceum ; the other, the moft eloquent fpeaker 
in the academic grove. Mutual admiration foon 
begot a friendfliip. Their fortunes Were nearly 
equal, and t{iey were natives of the two moft 
celebrated cities in the world ; for Alcander 
was of Athens, Septimius came from Rome, 

B 4 \^ 
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In this ftatc of harmony they lived for fome 
time together, when Alcander, after pafling the 
firft part of his youth in the indolence of philo- 
fophy, thought at length of entering into the 
bufy world 5 and, as a ftep previous to this, 
placed his afFe£lions on Hypatfa, a lady of ex^ 
quilite Ijeauty. The day of their intended nup- 
tials was fixed i the previous ceremonies were 
performed ; and nothing now remained but her 
being coiidu&ed in triumph to the apartment 
of the intended bridegroom. 

Al candor's exultation in his own happi- 
iiefs, or being unable to enjoy any fatisfa^oA 
without making his friend Septimius a partner, 
prevailed upon him to introduce Hypatia to his 
fcllow-ftudcnt ; which he did with all the gaiety 
of a man who found himfelf equally happy in 
friendihip and love. But this was an interview 
fetal to the future peace of both ; for Septimius 
no fooncr faw her, but he was fmittcn with an 
inrolMntary paffion 5 and, though he ufed every 
effort to fupprefs defires at once fo imprudent 
imd unjuft, the emotions of his mind in a fhort 
time becai^e fo ftrong, that they brought" on 
a fever, which the phyficians judged incura-^ 
ble. 

, DyRiKdi 
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During this illnefs, Alcander watched him 
with all the anxiety of fondnefs, and brought 
his miftrefs to join in thofe amiable offices of 
friendfhip. The fagacity ofthephyficians, by 
thefe means, foon difcovered that the caufe of 
■their patient's diforder was love; and Alcander 
=being apprized of their difcovery) at length 
extorted a confeffion from the relaxant dying 
Jover* 

tr would but delay the narrative to defcribe 
the confli6): between love and friendship in the 
breafl: of Alcander on this occaflon ; it is enough 
CD fay, that the Athenians were at that time ar- 
rived at fuch refinement in morals, that every 
virtue was carried to excefs. In ftiort, forget- 
ful of his own felicity, he gave up his intended 
bride, in all her charms, to the young Roman, 
They were married privately by his connivance, 
and this unlooked-for change of fortune wrought 
as unexpeAed a change in the cotUlitution of 
the now happy Septimius. In a few days he 
Was perfedly recovered, and (et put with hi« 
fair partner fc^ Rome« Here^ by an exer^OA 
•f thofe talents which he was fo eminently po£- 
fefled of, Septimius, in a few yeai^ arrived at 
die higheft dignities of the ftate, and was con- 
fiitutod the city-judge, or praetor. 
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In the mean time Alcander not onijklt the 
pain of being feparated from his friend and hh 
miftrefs, but a profecution was alfo commenced 
againft him by the relations of Hypatia, for 
having bafely given up his bride, as was fug- 
■geftedj for money. His innocence of the crime 
laid to his charge, and even his eloquence in his 
own defence, were not able to withftand the 
influence of a powerful party. He was caft and 
condemned to pay an enormous fine. However, 
being unable to raife fo large a fum at the time 
appointed, his pofleffions were confifcated, he 
himfelf was ftripped of the habit of freedom, ex- 
pofed as a flave in the market-place, and fold 
to the higheft bidder. 

A MERCHANT of Thrace becoming his pur- 
chafer, Alcander,. with fomc other companions 
pf diftrefs, was carried into that region of defo- 
iacion and fterility. His ftated employment waa 
to follow the herds of an imperious mafter^ and 
his fuccefe in hunting was all that was allowed 
him to fupply his precarious fubfiftence. Every 
morjaing waked him to a, renewal of famine or 
toil, and every change of feafon ierved but to. 
aggravate his unfheltered diftrefs. After fome^ 
years of bondage^ however, an oppojctunity of 
efcaping offered s he eixibxaced k mthfixiQur.i^ 
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fo that travelling by night, and lodging in ca- 
verns by day, to fhorten a long ftory, he at 
laft arrived in Rome. The fame day on which 
Alcander arrived, Scptimliis fate adminiftering 
juftice in the forum, whither our wanderer came 
expcifting to be inftantly known, and publicly 
acknowledged, by his former friend. Here he 
ftood the whole day amongft the crowd, watch- 
ing the eyes of the judge, and expecting to be 
taken notice of; but he was fo much altered by 
a long fucceffion of hardfhips, that he conti- 
nued unnoted among the reft ; and, in the eve- 
ning, when he was going up to the praetor's 
chair he was brutally repulfed by the attending 
liflors. The attention of the poor is generally 
driven from one ungrateful objedl to another ; 
for night coming on, he now found hinifelf un- 
der a neccfTity of fecking a place to lie in, and 
yet knew not where to apply. Ail emaciated, 
and in rags as he was, none of tlie citizens 
would harbour fo much wretchednefs ; and 
fleeping in the ftreets might be attended with 
interruption or danger : in fhort, he was obliged 
to take up his loilging in one of the tombs 
without the city, the ufuul retreat of guilt, po- 
verty and dcfpair. In this manfion of horror, 
laying his head upon an inverted urn, he forgot 
bi£ mifcries for a while in deep ; and found,, on 
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- liis flinty couch, more eafe than beds of down: 
can fupply to the guilty. 

. As be continued here, about midnight, two 
robbers came to make this their retreat; b^t 
happening to di&gree about the divifion of their 
plunder, one of them ftabbed the other to the 
heart, and left him wekering in blood at the 
entrance. In thefe circumftances he was found 
next morning dead at the mouth of the vault. 
• This naturally inducing a further enquiry, an 
alarm was fpread ; the cave was examined ;. and 
Alcander being found was immediately appre- 
hended and accttfed of robbery and murder. The 
circumftances againft him were ftrong^ and the 
.wretchednefs of his appearance confirmed fuf- 
picion. Misfortune and he were now fo long 
acquainted, that he at laft became regardlefs of 
life. He detefted a world where he had found 
only ingratitude, faUhood and cruelty ; he wa^ 
determined to make no defence ; and, thus low- ; 
ering with refolution, he was dragged, bound 
with cords, before the tribunal of Septimius*'' 
As the proofs were pofitive againft- him, and 
he offered nothing in his own vindication, the 
judge was proceeding to doom him to a moft 
xruel a^d ignominious death, when the atten-^ 
don of the multitude was foon divided by anor 

y. . ther 
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thcr ohjtSt. The robber, who had been really 
guilty, was apprehended felling his plunder, 
and, ftruck with a panic, bad confeiled his 
crime. He was brought bound to the fame tri- 
bunaly and acquitted every other peribn of any 
partnerfliip i^ his guilt. Alcander^s innocedCe 
therefore appeared, but the fullenrafhnefsof his 
eonduft ranained a wonder to the furrounding^ 
multitude ; but their aftoniihment was ftill far- 
ther encreaied when they iaw their judge 'ftart 
from his tribunal to embrace the fiippofed cri-- 
minal : Septimius recoUeded his friend and for* 
mer benefaAor^ and hung upon his neck with 
tears of pity and of ]€f. Need the fequel be 
related i Alcandcr was acquitted ; ihared the 
-friendifaip and honours of the prindpal citizens 
of Rome ; 'lived' afterwards in happineft and 
•cafe; and left it to be engraved on his tomb^ 
That no circumjftances are ib defperate, which 
Providence may not relieve* 
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WH E N I refleit on the unambitious re- 
tirement in which I paffed the earlier 
part of my life in the country, I cannot avoiii 
feeling fome pain in thinking that thofe. happy 
days are hcYcr to return. In that retreat all na- 
ture feemed capable of affording pleafure ; I 
then made ho refinements on happincfs, but 
could be pleafed with the moft aukward ef- 
forts of ruftic mirth, thought crofs-purpofes the 
higheft ftretch of human wit, and queftions 
and commands the moft rational way of fpend^ 
ing the evening. Happy could fo charming an 
illufion ftill continue. I find that age and know^ 
ledge only contribute to four our difpofitions. 
My prefent enjoyments may be more refined, 
but they are infinitely Icfs pleafing. The plea- 
fure the beft aftor gives, can no way compare 
to that I have received from a country wag who 
imitated a quaker's fermon. The mufic of the 
fineft finger is diflbnance to what I felt when 
our old dairy-maid fung me into tears with. 
Johnny Arinftrong's Laft Good Night, or the 
Cruelty of Barbara Allen. 

Writers 
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Writers of every age have endeavoured 
to {hew that pleafure is in us, and not in the 
objects offered for our amufement. If the foul 
be happily difpofed, every thing becomes capa- 
ble of affording entertain tment, and diftrefs 
.will'almdft want a name. Every occciirrence 
paflTes in review like the figures of a proceflion; 
fome may be aukward, others ill drefled ; but 
none but a fool is for this enraged with the 
raafter of the ceremonies. 

I R£MBMB£R to have once feen a Have in 
a fortification in Flanders, who appeared no 
way touched with his fituation. He was maim* 
ed, deformed, and chained; obliged to toil 
from the appearance of day till night -fall^ 
and condemned to this for life ; yet, with all 
thefe circumftances of apparent wretchednefs, 
he fung, would have danced but that he wanted 
a leg, and appeared the merrieft, happieft man 
of all the garrifon. What a practical philofo- 
pher was here.; an happy conftitutibn fupplied 
philofophy ; and, though feemingly deflitute of 
wifdom, he was really wife. No reading or 
fludy had contributed to difenchant the fairy- 
land around him. Every thing furnifhed him 
with an opportunity of mirth ; and, tho' fome 
thought liim, from his infenfihility, a ibol, he 
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was fuch an ideot as philofophers fliould wifh 
to imitate ; for all philofophy is only forcing 
the trade of happine^ when xuture feems to 
deny the means. 

T H B Y who, like our flare, can place them- 
ielves on that fide of the world in which every' 
thing appears in a pleafing light, will find fome- 
thing in every occurrence to excite dieir good 
humour. The moft- calamitous events, either 
to themfelves or others, can bring no new af- 
fii&ion 'f the whole world is to them a theatre,, 
en which comedies only are zStcd. Ail the 
feuftle of heroifm, or the rants of ambition, 
ferve only to heighten the abfurdity of the 
fcene, and make the humour more poignant* 
They fbel, in ihort, as little anguiih at their 
own diftrefs, or the complaints of others, at 
the undertaker, though dreil^ in black,, feels 
fiurrow at a funeral. 

: Of all the men I ever read ^ the famous 
cardinal de Retx poilefled this happinefs of tem- 
per in the higheft degree. As he was a man of 
gallantry, and defpifcd all that wore the pedan- 
tic appearance of philofophy, wherever pleafure 
was to be fold, he was generally foremoft to 
niife the auftioau Being ^n univerfal admirer. 

of 
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of the fair ibx, when he found one lady cniel^ 
he generally fell in love with another, from 
whom he expeded a more favourable reception^: 
if flie too rejected his addrefles, he never thought 
of retiring into defarts, or pining in hopelefs 
diftrefs. He perfuaded himfelf, that, inftead 
•f loving the lady, he only fancied that he had 
loved her, and fo all was well again. When 
fortune wore her angrieft look, and he at laft 
fell into the power of his moil: deadly enemy 
cardinal Mazarine (being confined a clofe pri- 
foner in the caiUe of Valenciennes) he never 
attempted to fupport his diftrefs by vofdom or 
l^ilbfophy, for' he pretended to neither. He 
only laughed at himielf and his perfecutor, and 
ftemed infinitely pleafed at his new fituation. In 
this manfion of diftrefs, though fecluded from 
his friends, though denied all the amufements, 
and even the conveniencies of life^ he ftill re- 
tained his good humour; laughed at all thelit« 
tie fpite of his enemies ; and carried the jeft fo 
far as to be revenged, by writing the life of hia 
gaoler. 

« 

All that the wifdom of the proud can 
teach; is to be ftubbom or fullen under misfor- 
tunes. The cardinal *8 example will inftruft us 
Xq be merry in circumftances of the higheft af- 
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fli£fa'on.' It matters not whether our good hu- 
•mour be conftrued by others into infenfibility, 
or even ideotilm ; it is happinefs to oiirfelves, 
and none but a fool would meafure his fatisfac- 
tion by what the world thinks of it : for my 
own part, I never pafs by one of our prijons for 
debt, that I do not envy that felicity which is 
ftill going forward among thofe people who for- 
get the cares of the world by being (hut out from 
its ambition. 

The happieft filly fellow I ever knew, was 
of the number of thofe good-natured creatures 
that are faid to do ho harm to any but th^m- 
felves. When tivef he fell into any mifejCy,' he 
ufually called it Seeing' Life; If his head was 
broke by a chairman, or his pocket picked by a 
Iharper, he comforted himfelf by imitating the 
Hibernian dialeft of the one, or the more fa- 
ihionable caiit of the other. Nothing came 
amifs to him. His inattention, to money mat- 
ters had incenfed his father to fuch a. degree, 
that all the interceffion of friends in his. favour 
was fruitlefs. The old gentleman was on his 
.death -bed. The whole family, ' ai\d. Djck 
-among the number, gathered around him> «* I 
<^ leave myfecond fon, Andrew," fajd the ex- 
piring mifer,' '* my whole eftate, and defire hitn 

" ta 
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" to be frugal." Andriew, inaforrowful tone, 
as is ufual on thefe occafions, Prayed Heaven 
to prolong his life and health to enjoy it himfelf. 
** I recommend Simon, my third fon, to the 
*' care of his elder brother, and leave him be- 
" fide four thoufand pounds." « Ah ! father," 
^cried Simon (in great affliftion to be fure) 
** May Heaven give you life and health to en- 
** joy it yourfelf." At laft, turning to poor 
Dick, ** As for you, you have alw^ays been a 
" fad dog^ you'll never come to good ; you'll 
** never be rich 5 I'll leave you a (hilling, to ^ 
« buy an halter." " Ah ! father," cries Dick, 
without any emotion, ** may Heaven give you 
*' life and health to enjoy it yourfelf." This 
was all the trouble the lofs of fortune gave this 
thoughtlefs imprudent creature. However, the 
tendernefs of an uncle recompenced the negledl 
of a father ; and my friend is now not only ex- 
ceffively good-humoured, but competently rich. 

Yes, let the world cry out at a bankrupt 
who appears at a ball ; at an author who laughs 
at the public which pronounces him a dunce ; 
at a general who fmiles at the reproach of the 
vulgar, or the lady who keeps her good-hu- 
mour in fpite of fcandal ; but fuch is the wifeft 
behaviour that any of us can poflibly aflume ; 
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it is certstinly a better way to oppofe catao 
hy diffipation, than to take up the arms of j 
fon or refolution to oppofe it : by the Hrft i 
thod> we forget our miferiea ; by the laft, 
only conceal them from others ; by ftruggl 
with misfortunes, we are fure to receive fi 
wounds in the confli£l i but a fure metho< 
€ome off viStotiowB^ is by running away« 
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I Remember to have read in fome philofo* 
pher (I believe in Tom Brown's worki^); 
that, let a man's charader, fentiments, or com^ 
plexion, be what they wilJ, he can find com- 
pany in London to match them. If he be fplc- 
lietiC) he may every day meet companions oil 
the feats in St. James's Park, with whofe groans 
he may mix his own, and pathetically talk of 
the weather. If he be paffionate, he may vent 
his rage among the old orators at Slaughter's 
coflFee-houfe, and damn the nation becaufe it 
keeps him from ftarving. If he be phlegmatic, 
he ma:y fit in filence at the hum-drum club in 
Ivy-Lane ; and, if actually mad, he may find 
very good company in Moor-fields, either at 
Bedlam or the Foundery, ready to cultivate a 
nearer acquaintance. 



But, although fuch as have a knowledge of 
the town, may eafily clafs themfclves with tem- 
pers congenial to their own; a countryman 
who comes to live in Londom finds nothing 
more difficult. With regard to ta^feM^ x^sycsR. 
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ever tried with more affiduity, or came off with 
fuch indifferent fuccefs. I fpent a whole feafon 
in the (earch, during which time my name has 
beenlnrolled infocieties, lodges, convocations, 
and meetings without number. To fome I 
was introduced hf a friend, to others invited by 
an advertifement; to thefe I introduced myfelf, 
and to thofe I changed my name to gain admit- 
tance. In fhort, no coquette was ever more fol- 
licitous to match her ribbons to her complexion, 
than I to fuit my club to my temper, for I was 
too obftinate to bring my temper to conform to 
it. 

The firft club I entered upon coming to. 
towii) was that of the Choice Spirits. The 
name was entirely fuited to my tafle ; I was a 
lover of mirth, good-humour, and even fome- 
times of fun, from my childhood. 

As no other paffport was rcquifite but the 
payment pf two {hillings ^t the door, I intro- 
duced myfelf without farther ceremony to the 
members, who were already affembled, and 
had, for fome time, begun upon bufinefs. The 
Grand, with a mallet in his hand, prefided a^t 
the head of the table. I could not avoid, upon 
my entrance^ making ufc of all my fkill in phy* 

fvo«Tvom>j^ 
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fiognomy, in order to difcover that fuperiority 
of genius in men, who had taken a ti tie fo fu- 
perior to the reft of mankind. I expelled to fee 
the lines pf every face marked with ftrong think- 
ing ; but, though I had fome (kill in this fci- 
ence, I could for my life difcover nothing but 
a pert fimper, fat, or profound ftupidity. 

My fpeculations were foon interrupted by 
thfc "Grand, who had knocked down Mr. Sprig- 
gins for a'fong. I was, upon this, whifpered 
by one of the company who fat mxt me, that 
I ihould now fee fomething touched off to a 
nicety, for Mr. Spriggins was going to give us 
Mad Tom in all its glory. Mr. Spriggins en- 
deavoured to excufe himfelf 3 for, as he was to 
a£): a madman and a king, it was impoi&ble to 
go through the part properly without a crown 
and chains. His excufes were over-ruled by a 
great majority, and with much vociferation. 
The prefidcnt ordered up the jack-chain, and, 
inftead of a crown, our performer covered his 
brows with an inverted Jordan. After he had 
rattled his chain, and (hook his head, to the 
great delight of the whole company, he began 
his fong. As I have heard few young fellows 
offer to fmg in company that did not expofe 
Jtfaemfelves, it was. no gre^t difappointmeat. to^ 
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me to find Mr. Spriggins among the number]^ 
however, not to feem an odd fifh» I rofe from 
my feat in rapture,- cried out) Bravo! Encore t 
and flapped the table at loud ai/any of the 
reft. 

The gentleman who fat next me feemed 
highly pleafed with my tafle and the ardour of 
my approbation ; and wbifpering told me that 
I had fuflEered an immmenfe lofs; for, had I 
come a few minutes fooner, I might have heard 
Gee ho DoUttn fung in a dp-top manner by the 
pimple-nofed fpirit at the prefident^s right el* 
bow : but he was evaporated before I came. 

As I was expreffing my uneafmeis at this dif^i 
appointment, I found the attention of the com«i 
pany employed upon a fat figure, who, with a 
voice more rough than the Stafibrdfhire giant's^ 
was giving us. The Softly Sweet, in Lydian 
Meafure, of Alexander's Feaft. After a fhort 
paufe of admiration, to this fucceeded a Welch 
dialogue, with the humours of Teague and 
Taffy : after that, came on Old Jackfon, with 
a ftory between every flanza : next was fung 
the Dufl-cart, and then Solomon's Song. Th^ 
glals began now to circulate pretty freely ; thofe 
who were filent when, fober, would now be 

bsaasd 
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iveard ihtheiftuiti; ev^i^manhad bisroiig, and 
lie faw no reaibn why he fliould not be heard as 
vrcU «8 any of the reft 2 bne begged to be heard 
white he gav« Death «id the Lady in high tafte^ j 
another fiiilg to a plate which he kept trund- 
ling on the edges ; nothing was now heard but 
&iging ; voice rofe above voice, .and the whole 
became one univerfal fliout^ when the landlord 
eame tio acquaint the company that the reckon* 
ktg was drank out. Rabelais calls the moments 
m which a-reckonifigis mentioned, the moft 
melancholy of our lives : never was fo much 
noife fo quickly quelled, as by this fliort but 
pathetic oration of Our landlord : Drank out 
was ecchoed in a tone of difcontent round the 
table : Drank out already ! that was very odd ! 
that fo much punch could be drank out already : 
impoffiUe' ! The landlord, however, feeming 
refolvcd not to retreat from his firft aflurancea, 
the company was xKifetved, and a prefident 
6h^fen for the- Atght -enfuing* 

A FRifiND of mine, to whom I was com- 
plaifliflg'ibne ■ time after of the entertainment 
I have'been defcribing, propofed to bring me 
to the -rftib tbat - he • frequented -, which, he 
fiuMied wouM ' futt the gravity of my fiempei* 
cxaaiy. « Wc^ have, -at Ac Muzx^ Cl^V^^'' 
>• ^ C ^"^^^ 
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fays he, <' no riotous mirth npr aukward ribal* 
^< dry; no confufion or bawling; all J9-con- 
f^ dui^.with wifdom and decepcy : .befides^ 
<' fome of our members are woi:th forty thou- 
f< fand pounds; men of prudeace and foreGght 
^c every one of them : thefe are the proper ac- 
<< quaintance, and to fuch I will to-night in- 
f' troduce you." I was charmed at the propo- 
sal : to be acquainted with men worth forty 
thoufand pounds, and to talk wifdom theiy.ho}e 
night, were offers that threw me into rap- 
ture. . . 

At feven o'clock I was 'accordingly intro- 
duced by my friend, not indeed to the company; 
for, though I made my beft bow, they feemed 
infenfible of my approach, but to the table at 
which they were fitting. Upon my entering 
the room, I could not avoid feeling a fecret ve- 
neration frpm the folemnity of the fcene before 
me ; the members kept a profound filence, each 
with a pipe in his mouth and a pewter pot in 
bis hand, and with faces that might eafily be 
conftrued into abfolute wifdom* Happy fociety, 
thought I to myfelf, where the members think 
before they fpeak, deliver^ nothing, laihiy, bvt 
convey their thoughts to each other pregnant 
with meaning, and matured by refie^oa. 
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. • ts this pleating fpeculation I continued a 
full half hour, expe£Hng each moment that 
(bme body \170uld begin to open his mouth ; 
every time the pipe was laid down I e^e<Sled it 
was to fpeak ; but it was only to fpit. At 
length, refolving to break the charm myfelf^ 
and overcome their extreme diffidence, for to 
Ai% I imputed their Alence ; I rubbed my hands, 
and, looking as wife as poffible, obferved that 
the nights began to grow a little coolifh at this 
thne of the year. This, as it was diredled to 
none of the company in particular, none thought 
himfelf obliged to anfwer ; wherefore I conti- 
nued ftill to rub my hands and look wife. My 
hext effort was addreiTed •to a gentleman whd 
fat next me j to whom I obferved^ that the 
beer was extreme good : my neighbour made 
no reply, but by a large puff of tobacco- 
fmoak>« 

I vovf 'began to he tineafy in this dumb (6* 
ciety, till one of them a little relieved me by 
obferving, that bread had not rifen thefe ihrec 
weeks : ** Ay," fays another, ftill keeping the 
pipe in bis mouthy << that puts me in mind of 
M a pleafant ftocy about that — hem — ^very wdl j 
H ypu muft know — ^but, before I begin^^-Sir) 
?• my fcrvicc to yon — ^wherc wa» I i" 
u C z ^^ 
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My next duU. goes by the name of the Har* 
monical Society } probably from that love oi^ 
oriler and frieod&ip which every perfon com* 
mends in inftitiicious ' of this nature. The 
lamdlord was himfelf founder. The money 
(pent is four pence each ; and they fometimes 
whip for. a double reckoning* To this club 
few recommendations are requifite, * excq)t tho 
introdudory four pence and my landlord's good 
word, which, as he gains by it, he never refufes. 

Wb all here talked and behaved as every 
body elfe ufually does on his club-night ; we 
difcufTed the topick of the day, drank each 
pthers healths, fnufFed the candles with our 
fingers, and filled our pipes from the fame plate 
of tobacco. The company (iduted each other 
in the cpmynon manner. Mr. Bellows-mender 
hoped Mr. Curry-comb-maker had not caught 
cold going home the laft club-night ; and he 
returned' the compliment by hoping that young 
iJLd&er Bellows-mender had got well again of 
jthe chin-cough. Dofitor Twift told us a ftory 
of a parliament-man with whom he was inti- 
mately acquaij&ted ; while the bug-man, at the 
fam^ time, was telling a better ftory of a no- 
^te. lofd with, whom he c€>idd do any thing. A 
gentleman in a black wig vai leather bre^hes, 

at 
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at t'other end of the table, was ofigtiged in a 
long narrative of the Ghoift in Cock-lane : he 
had read it in the psLpcfs of the day, and was 

w 

telling it to fome that fat next him, who could 
not read. Near him Mr. Dibbins was difputing 
<9i tbe.old fubjedl of religion with a Jew ped^ 
lar, over the table, while the prefident vainly 
knocked down Mr. Leathcriides for a fongf. 
Befides the combinations of thefe voices, which 
I cpuld hear altogether, and which formed aii 
upper part, to the concert, there were feveral 
others playing under, parts by themfelves, and 
endeavouring to faften* on fome lucklefs neigh- 
hour'a ear, who was himfelf bent upon the fame 
dcfigiiagainft fome other. 

^ We have often heard of the fpeech of a cor- 
poration^ and this induced me to tranfcribe a 
fpeech of. this club, taken in fhort-hand, word 
for WDid, as it was fpoken by every member of 
the company. It may be neceilary to obferve^ 
that the man who told of the ghoft had the 
loudeft voice, and the longeft ftory to tell, fo 
that his continuing narrative filled every chafm 
in the converfation. 

*f.So, Sir, d'ye perceive me, the ghoft giv- 
ing three loud raps at the bed-poft— Says my 

C 3 Vi^ 
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lord to me. My dear Smokeutn, you know 
there is no man upon the face of the yearth for 
whom I have fohigh — A damnable falfe here- 
tical opinion of all found do£trine and good 
learning ^ for I'll |tc]I it aloud, and fpare not 
that — Silence for a fong^ Mx. Leatherfides for 
a fong*— • As^ I was a walking upon the high- 
< way,. I met a young damfel*— Then what 
brings you here ? fays the parfbn to the ghoft 
^-^Sanconiathan, Manetho, and Berofus — ^The 
whole way from Iflington-turnpike to Dog- 
hf>ufe-bar — Dapi-^As for Abel Drugger, Sir^ 
he'a damo'd low in it $ my 'prentice boy has 
more of the gentleman than he — For murder 
will out one time or. another ;. and none but a 
ghoft, you know, gentlemen, can— Damme if 
J d^n'ti for my friend,' whom you know, gen- 
tlemen, and who is a parliament-man, a man 
of confequence,. a dear, honeft creature, to be 
fyrp; wc were laughing laft night at-^^Death 
;u\d damivation upon all his poflerity by fimply 
Rarely tafting— Sour grapes, as the fox faid once 
«wheh be could not reach them j and Til, Til tell 
you A ftory about that that will make you burft 
your fides with laughing : .A fox once— Will 
no body liftcn to the fong— < As I was a walk- 
> ing upon the highway, I met a yonng daxrtfcl 
A ,bQth buxom and gay'—No ghoft, gentlemen. 
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can be murdered ; nor did I ever hear but of 
one gboft killed in all my life, and that wa^ 
ftabbed in the belly with a-^My blood and foul 
if I don't — Mr. Bellows- mender, I have the 
honour of drinking your very good health — ^ 
Blaft me if I do — dam — blood— bugs-=-fire — 

whizz— blid— tit— rat— trip" ^The reft all 

riot, nonfenfe, and rapid confuiion. 

Were I to be angry at men for being fools, 
I could here find ample ro<mi for declamation ; 
but, alas ! I have been a fool myfelf j and why 
ihould I be angry with them for being fomething 
fo natural to every child of humanity ? 

Fatigued with this fociety, I was intro- 
duced*, the following night, to a club of fafhioiv. 
Oh taking my place, I found the converfation 
fufficiently eafy, and tolerably good-natured ; 
for my lord and Sir Paul were not yet arrived. 
Inowthoughtmyfelf completely fitted, and re- 
iblving to leek no farther, determined to take 
iq> my refidence here for the winter^ While my 
temper began to open infenfibly to the chear*- 
fiilnefs I faw difFufed on oytty fs^^'in th^ rooted 
but the delufion foon vanifhed, when the waiter 
'c^te to apprize us that his i<;r4&ip -^d: Sir 
Paul were juft arrived. 
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¥KX>uihk moment all our' felicity was at an 
end ; our new guefts buftled into the rooio^ 
and took their feats at the head of the tkhle. 
Adieu now all confidence ; every creature ilrove 
who fhould moft recommend himfelf to out 
members of diftindio^. Each feemed quitib 
regardlefs of pleafing any but our 'new guefts^ 
and, what before wore the appearance of fri^iidr 
fhip, was now turned into rivalry. 

- Y£T I covld not'Obferve that^ arnidft all 
this flMer)^d^<ob(fquioii8 attention, our-greap: 
-oxen took WBSj notice of. thf- xf&- q( the coim> 
pany. Theii'- v^le^ difcourie was^^ addj^fied tp 
each Other. Sir Paul toM his I<»'d(hip a long 
ilory of Moram:thc Jew; ai^ his. terdfliip 
gave Sir P:Uil a • terf long, account of his new 
method of managing fiUoworms :: he led^hifti^ 
and confequently the: reft^ of the compaoy, 
through all theftages of feedings funning, and 
ivatching ; widi an^fode on 'mtdberry^tmea^ 
■a4igreffion upon gra^ieeds, ^and a longpupeo^ 
th^alH>uebiS'newpoflrilion. la: itfiiK maniicr 
wt tmvtUedi' on^ wifliing every floiy fa be tht 
laA J but attiA vaia ) 

^ HOk 0Vtr btik, and Mps o» Alpt" ^apfie*^ 

,.tr 
• ' ^ I f • .i, 1 M 
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Th s laft club in which I was inrolled a 
member^ was a fociety of moral philofophers, 
as they called themfelves, who afTembled twice 
a weeky in order to (hew the abfurdity of the 
prefeat mode of. religion^ and eftablifli a new 
one in its ftead^ 

m 

I Fou KD the members very warmly difpute- 
mg when I arrived ; not indeed about religion 
or ethics, but a^out wha had neglected to lay: 
down his pc«Kminary iix*pence upon entering; 
the room. The prefidentfworethat.hehad laid 
bis own down, and lb Twore all the company. 

During thiscbnteft, I had an opportunity 
of obf^Tving the- laws, and alio the members of 
the fociety. The prej^dent, i^hohadbeen, as* 
I was told, lately a bankrupt, was a tall, pale 
ftg&k^ with a.' long black wig;- the next to 
him. was, doefled in a large whitci wig, and a; 
black craifat ; a third, by the hrownnefs of h^V- 
cOBiplexion, (eemed a native of JsunaicA ; and' 
a- fourth, by his Hut, appeared^ tj>'be a Uark-^ ' 
fmdi. Bw6 theip vul» will ^e ike mott juft «' 
idea. «f their kamii)gand> principles.- • > 

^l We beiiig a laudable ficTCty^'oF moral - 
fkilribphers',. Intends to^difptitectwicie i weelt^ 
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nbout retigian and prieftcraft* Xeaving behind 
us old wives tales, and following good learning 
and found fenfe : and if fa be» that any other 
pcrfons has a mind to be of the fociety, they 
(hall be entitled fa to do, upon paying the fum 
of three fhillings to be fpent by the company in 
punch. 

: 11. That no member get drunk before 
nine of the clock, upon pain of forfeiting three 
peace, to be fpent by the company in punch. 

lil. That^ as members' are fometimes. apt 
to go away without paying, every perfon fhall 
pay fix-pence upon his entering the room ; and 
ajl difputes. fhall be&ttled by a majority^ and 
all fines fhall be paid in punch. 

i IV. That fix-^pence fhall be evesy mght. 
given to the prefident, in order to buy books of 
learning for the good of the fcxriety ;. the prefix : 
<knt has already put himfelf to a good deal of 
e^pence inr buy iilg jbooks fos the club ; particu- . 
l3(ly,;Uid; works. of Tully^Socr^eSy and Qh^t 
cttol which. he will feon. read ta^the .fociety.. I 

; y. Ai^ diem who bdi^.a new argument 
agaia^ reUgioOsr/m^ i^ t^^f^^phUofoj^il 

and 
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and a man of learning, as th« reft of us is, 
(hall be admitted to the freedom of the fociety, 
upon paying Ix-pence onty, to be fpdnt in 
punch. 

• VI. Whenever we arc to have an extra- 
ordinaty meeting, it fhall be advertifed by fome 
oullandifii name in the news-papers. 

Saundefs Mac Wild, prefident. 
Anthony Blewit, vice-prcfident, 

his + mark. 
William Turpin, fecrctary. 
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T'T is ufually^fiud l^.grammari^s, tl^Hthe 
Jl^ ufe of language is to exp^el^ oujr wmj^ ^ 
defires; bu( men who know tJio.))in)ri4 hoWi'md 
I think with feme fhew of reafon, that he who 
>eft' knows hoyif to. ke^ hi^ Jtqpeffities private, 
^ the moft likely perfon to havqtbem redrefled ; 
and that t)ie true ufejof* fpeech is not fo much 
to gspr^r§ ourwant^as to cpnoeal them. 

When we reflcft on the manner in whicH^ 
mankind genefa^l^ confer their favours, there ap* 
pears fomething fo attractive in riches, that the 
large heap generally coUefts from the fmaller : 
and the poor find as much pleafure in encreafing 
the enormous mafs of the rich, as the mifer, 
who owns it, fees happinefs in its encreafe. 
^Nor is there in this any thing repugnant to the 
laws of morality. Seneca himfelf allows, that, 
in conferring benefits, the prefent fhould always 
be fgitcd tqf the dignity^of the receiver. Thus 
the rich receive large prefents, and are thanked 
for accepting them. Men of middling ftationa 
are obliged to be content with prefents ibme^ 

things 
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thiag lefs; while the beggar, who may be 
truly faid to want indeed, is well paid if a far- 
thing rewards his warmeft felicitations. 

E'VXftY man who has feen the world, and 
has had his ups and downs in life, as the ex* 
predion' is, muft have frequently experienced 
the truth of this do^ine ; and muft know, that 
to have much, or to feem to have it, is the only 
way to haye moec. Ovid finely compares a man 
of -broken^ fortune- to a falling column ; the 
Jower it iuiks, the greater weight it is obliged 
to fuftauT. Thus, when a man's circumftances 
are, fuch that he has no occafion to borrow, he 
' finds numbers willing to lend him ; but, fliould 
his wants be fiich that he fucs^igsr a trifle, it it 
two to one whether be ma^ybe trufted with the 
fmalleft tum^ A certain young fellow whom { 
knew, whenever h^ had occafion to aik his 
friend for a guinea, ufed to prelude his requeft 
as if he wanted two hundred : and talked fo fa- 
miliarly of large iums, that none couU ^c^ 
think he wanted a fmall one. . The fame gen- 
tleman, whenever he wanted credit for a fuitttf 
qloaths, always made the prppofal ii\ ^ laced 
coat i for he found by experience, that, if he 
appeared Ihabby on thefe occafions,. his tayjor 
had taken an c^th agaiiift truijtiiigi or . wJbtf 
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was every whit as bad, his foreman was out of 
the way^ and ihould not be at home for feme 
time. 

There can be no indiiccment'to reveal our 
wants, except to find pity, and .by this meank 
relief ; but bcfcnre a poibr man opens hrs mind 
in fuch circumftances, he fhould firfl confider 
whether he is contented to lofc the eftecm of the 
perfon he (blicita, and whether hb is willing to 
give \jp friendfhip to excite companion. Pit^ 
and friendfhip are paffions incompatibl2;UBrith 
each other; and it is impoflible that both can 
refide in any breafl, for the fmalleft (pace, 
without impairing each other. Friendfhip is 
made up of efleem and pleafnre ; pity is com«* 
pofed of forrow and contempt ; the mind may, 
for fbme time, fluAuate between them, but it 
can never Entertain both at once. 

In h€k, pity, though it may often relieve, is 
^ut, at befl, a fhort-'lived pafEon, and feldonr 
affords diflrefs more than tranfitory afHilance r 
iv)di Ibme it fcarce lafls from the firfl impulfe 
4iU'tii«hand can be put into the pocket ; with- 
ofhers, it may continue for twice that fpace ; 
^nd.on fbme of extraordinary fenfibility, I have 
Ifta it opeijftte fwhvlf- an hour together : but 
i .. ftvU 
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itill, laft as it ihajf^v it generally produces t 
beggarly effeds ; and where, from this motiv 
we give five farthings; from others, we g!\ 
pounds : whatever be our feelings from the Itr 
impulfe of diftrefs, when the fame diftrefe fo 
licits a fecond time, we then feel with dim!- 
niihed fenfibility ; and, like the repetition of an 
eccho, every ftroke becomes weaker; till, at 
laft, our fenfations lofe all mixture of forroWy 
and degenerate into downright contempt. 

These fpeculations bring to my mind the 
fate of ft very good natured fellow, who is now . 
no more. He was bred in a compting-houfe, 
and his father dying juft as he was out of his 
time, left him a]» handfome fortune and many 
friends to advife with. The reftraint in which 
my friend had been brought up, had thi^wn st 
gloom upon his temper, which fome regarded 
as prudence ; and, from fuch confiderations, he 
had every day repeated offers of friendlhip. 
Such as had money, were ready to offer him' 
tbeir affiftance that way ; and they who had 
daughters, frequently, in the warmth of affec- 
tion, advifed him to marry. My friend, how- 
ever, was in good circumftances j he wanted 
neither money, friends, nor a wife ; and there- 
fore modeftly declined their pxopobh^ 
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: Some errors^ however, ia the mam^ment 
of his affairs, and feveral loiTes. ia trade, fooa 
brought him to a different way of thinking; 
and he at laft confidered, that it was his beft 
way to let his frienda know that their otkrs 
v^e ait length acceptable. His firft addrefs was 
to a fcrivener,. who had formerly made him fre* 
quent offers of money and friendfhip, at a time 
^hcn, perhaps, he knew thofe of&rs would 
have b^n refiified* As a man, therefore, con- 
fident of not being refufed, he requefled the ufe 
of' ail hundr^ guineas for a few days, as he 
juft then had occafion for money, <« And pray, 
** Sir," replied the fcrivener, *' do you want 
« all this money ?" « Want it. Sir ?" fays 
the other, ^ If I did not want it I ihould not 
*<v have aflced it." " I am forry for that," fays 
t^e friend; ^ for ttofe who ucant money when 
<* (bey borrow,, will. always want money when 
<( they fhould come to pay. To fay the truth, 
<^ Sir,, money is money nowv and. I believe it 
<< is' all funk; m the bottom of the fea, for my 
<« part i he thatbas got a littfis, is a fool if he 

<^ doe^ not keep what be has got.^" .'. 

• ' . . . ■ 

* 

Not quite difconcertedbifr this refufal, diii" 

adyentyrer waa reiblved to apply to another^ t 

whom he lauM waa di£ very; beft friend he. had-i 
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in the world. X\ko gentlemiui whom he now 
addrefled^. received his >pi:ppofi|l with 9il the af- 
£ibiUty that could ))e. ^xp^ed from generous 
friemifiiip. , «f I^et me ftp^ ypu want an hun- 
.« dfqd.fu>fiM9 j and prjiy^dear Jack, would not 
.^* ftfty ^fwe( ?!* ♦^^ If you haye but fifty to 
** fpare. Sir, I mufk be contented/* « Fif^ 
*' to fpare j I do not fay that, for I believe I 
<« havebul twenty about mo." «* Then I muft 
*' btorirow the other thirty from fome other 
.*« friend.'' •* And pray," replied the friend, 
^< woidd it.Aorbe the beft way t^^^boripw the 
>f. wboh?. mdney from that <|thor.. fritend, and 
><' tiieto cttie note will ferv^ fisr all yon know^ 
^'Ydu klU)w^ . my. diB«r Sif^ tliiit you need 
<< RMto AO: ccrcnAwfcwkb ;i9e at a^y timc($ 
:^ Ifpuf l^MfwI'm; jrouf frimds.andv4Mvi.y<m 
^ <AtUQii bit of dianiy» or So ■ Y ott^ Tom^ 
<< (be ^ gentleman down* You won't forget 
<' to din^ with us tiow. and then*. Your very 
.<> humble^ fciirantf'* 

• • ■ 
DisT|iB$8£'n, but not difcouraged, at this 
treatment, he was at laft refolved to find that 
affiftance from love, which he could not have 
from friendibip., A young lady, a diftant re- 
lation by the mother's fide, had a fortune in, her 
AWn hands ; and> as ihe had abready niade. all 
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the advances that her fex'^ mUefty v/ould per* 
mity he made hU propofal with confidence. He 
foon, however, perceived^ That no bankrupt 
ever found the fair one kind. She had lately 
fallen deeply in love with another, who had 
nio]:e money, and the whole neighbourhood 
thought it woulcl be a match. 

Every day now began to ftrip my poor 
friend of his former finery ; his cloaths fieW, 
piece by piece, to the pawnbroker's, and he 
feemed at length equipped in the genuine liverjr 
of misfortune. But ftill he thought himfelf {&. 
cure from $idual neceffity ; the numberlefs ]fi« 
•vitations he hid received to dine, even after hft 
.loflTes, .w^reyet unanfwered j he was therefott 
•tioyr ntcived to* accept of a dinner, bec<tiift 
.he wanted one^ and in this manner he a£hiaH)r 
lived among his friends a whole week without 
being openly affronted. The laft place I (^ 
him in was at a reverend divine's. He had^ as 
he fancied, juft nicked the time of dinner, for 
he came in as the cloth was laying. He took a 
chair without being defired, and talked for fome 
time without being attended to. He aflured the 
company, that nothing procured fo good an ap- 
petite as a walk in the Park, where he had been 
that moroing. He went en9 and pr-aiftd-the 
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/igure of the damaft table-clc^th ; talked cf a 
feaft where he had been the dajp befoce, but 
that the venifon was over*done. But all this 
procured him no invitation : finding therefore 
the gentleman of the houfe infenfibk to all his 
fetches, be thought proper, at laft, to retire^ 
and mend his appetite by a fecond walk in the 
Park. 

YotJ t)fna^, O ye beggars of my acquaintance, 
whether in rags or lace ; whether in Kent-ftreet 
tnr the Mall ;. whether at the Smyrna or Su 
Giles's, might I be permitted to advife as a 
-friend, never feem to want the favour which 
■yaii IbKcit. Apply to every paffion but human 
-fkf forrodrefs : you may find permanent relief 
Aom vani^, from felf-interaft, or-from. ava^ 
fice, but from coropaffion never* The very 
eloquence of a poor man is difgufHog; and 
that mouth which is opened even by wifdom, is 
iddam cxpeQied to clofe without the horrors of 
a petition. 

To ward off the gripe of poverty, you muft 
pretend to be a ftranger to her, and ihe will at 
leaft ufe you with ceremony. If you be caught 
dining upon a halfpenny porrengcr of peafe-foup 
;^d potatoes^ praifc the wholefomncfs of your 
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frugal repaft. You may obierve diat Dr. Chcyoc 
has prcfcribed peafe-broth for the gravel ; hint 
that yeu are npt one of thofe who are always 
making a deity of your belly. If, again, you 
^e pbliged to wear a flimfy fluff in the midft of 
winter, be the iirft to remark, that ftufB aip 
very much worn at Paris ; or, if there be founidi 
feme irreparable defefts in any part of. your 
equipage, which cannot be concealed by all the 
arts of fitting crofs-legged; coaxing, or dem- 
iiig,.fay,.tha£ neither you nor. Sampfbn Gideon 
were ever? very f<md of 4refsr If j^wbe a^-philpy- 
fopheci bintithat Plato or Senoc^aredie tayloa 
you di^afe to employ. ; afiuie the^xvopaxty.tlM 
imaa Ough^ to. be coat^t-with ab^P cordriiig^ 
'fitter VfhH now !k (b muchhw pnitf, ym fvef 
smAf bii^ flume. Ia ihotrt^ bowc¥er oau^^ 
never givb qiK; btvt afcrib^ to the, frugldify (^ 
your difpofitipn.what others might be apt to att* 
fribH^ .to. the narrownefs of your cir^:umftancea» 
.T<^:b^tPfK>r> and.toffsempoor,.is acertain.mef 
thod never to rife : pride in the great is hateful^ 
in the wife, it is ridiculous ; but beggarly pride 
i^arational vanity* which I have been tau]s;ht 
tp applaud and excufe. 
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LYSIPPUSisa man whofe greatnefs df 
foul the wlxJe world admires. Hisge* 
iierofityis fuch, that it prevents a demand, anV 
laves Ae receiver the trouble and the conifHikNi 
of a requeft. His liberality aMb does not ottigo 
more by its greatecfs, than bjr his inimitable 
grace in giving. Sometimes he even diftributes 
his bounties to ftrangers, and has been known 
to do good offices to thofe who profefled them*- 
felves his enemies. All the world are unani- 
mous in the praife of his generofity ; there is 
only one fort of people who complain of his 
conduft. Lyfippus does not pay his debts. 

It is no difficult matter to account for a con- 
duft fofcemingly incompatible with itfelf. There 
18 greatnefs in being generous, and there is only 
fimple juftice in his fetisfying creditors. Ge- 
nerofity is the part of a foul raifed above th6 
vulgar. There is in it fomething of what we 
admire in heroes, ' and praife -with a degree of 
rapture. Juftice,- on the contrary, is a mere 
aieeBumie- virtue, 'only fit for tradefinen^ ^ttd 
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what is praiHfed by every broker in 'Change* 
alley. 

In paying hif debtd k man barely does hrs 
duty, and it is an adion attended with no fort 
^( glory. Should Lyfippusrfatisfy his creditors^ 
who would be at the pains of telling it to the 
world., Generoftty is a virtue of a very differ* 
tnt complexion. It is raifed above duty, and, 
from its ^levatioa, attraAs the attention and 
the praifcs of us little mortals below.' 

Is this manner do men generally reafon up^ 
on. juftice and generofity. The firft is defpifed, 
though a virtue eflential to the good of fociety, 
and the other attra6b our efteem, which too 
frequently proceeds from an impetuofity of 
temper, rather directed by vanity than reafon.. 
Lyfippus is told that his banker afks a debt of 
forty pounds, and that a diflrefled acquaintance 
petitions for the fame fum. He gives it without 
hefltating to the latter, for he demands as a fa- 
vour what the former requires as a debt. 

Mankind in general are not fufficiently 
acquainted with the import of the word Juftice: 
it is commonly believed to confift only in a per^. 
formaoce of thoib duties to which the laws of 
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ibciety -can oblige us. This I allow is fomc- 
tinvss thf import i^fthq word) and in this fenfc 
juftios is diftinguifli^d froniiequity ; but there 
is a juftice fti)l n^pre exteniive, and which caa 
be ihewn tq embrace all the virtues united. 
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JusTiCB. may be defined, that virtue which 
impels; us to give , to every p^fon what is his 
'due. In this extended fenfe of the word, it 
comprehends the pra£Hce of every virtue which 
xeafoii|irefcribes, orfociety ihouM expe£t. Our 
duty to our maker, to each other, and to our* 
felvesy are fuHy anrv!^<red, if we give them what 
we owe them. Thus juftice, properly fpeaking, 
is the only virtue : and all the reft have their 
origLa in it. 

Th£ qualities of candour, fortitude, cha- 
rity, and generoiity, for inftance, are not in 
their ownsnature virtues ; and, if ever they de- 
(erve the title, it is lowing only to juftice, 
which in\pels and directs them. Without fuch 
a moderator, candour might become indifcre* 
tion, fortitude obftinacy, charity imprudence, 
and generoiity miftaken profufion. 

f • 
A pisiNTfiRBSTSD a(^ion, if it be not 

conducted by juftice, is, ac beft% indi^eceat 
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m its nsLtnrej and not imfteqticntly 'even.tnrhs 
to vice* The expenees ^fdnetff. of prefents^ 
of onteitainnKaiita,' and die 6Aibt helps to cbear-». 
fUnefs, are afiions merely indtfierent, -wHetr 
not repugnant to a^ better metiiod of iitpcfing 
of our fuperfluities ; but they become vicious 
when they obftrud); op eidiauft OttP sd)il{tie8'fjx>m 
a more virtuous difpofition of Mr circwtt<« 
fiances. ' ' 

• . • ■ " 

• ■ ■ ' 1 

■ . I ■ - ■ ■ 

• ■ • • 
TRUE.generofityls a ditty windifpcnfibiy 

necefiary as' tbofe impofed upon i7s^ by law. . It 
is a rule impofed upon us by reafon, which 
ihould be the fovereign law of a rational- bdng. 
But this generofity does not confift in obeying 
every impulfe of humanity, in following blind 
paffion for our guide, and impairing our cir- 
comftances by prefent benefadions, fo as to 
rmder us incapable of future ones. 

• MfSERs are generally chara£teriKed as meft 
without honour, or without humanity^ who 
live only to accumulate, and to this paffion fa« 
crifice cv^ry* other happinefs. They have been 
defcribed as-madmen| -who, in .themidft of 
abundance, banifh every pleafure, and make, 
from imaginary wahts, real neceffities. But 
few, very: feW) - correfpond- «a libis txitggmttci 
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piStvat ; and, perhaps, there is not one in 
whom all thefb circ^mft^ces are found united. 
Inftead of l^u» we find the fober and the in-* 
iluflripu^ branded by the vain and the idle with 
tkki odioiis flppi4}^t}ion. Men who, hy frugality 
4iMi-i%b9iff3ii9idrethemrel7es above their equals, 
Uii «$mrib)it^ their jhare q[ induflry to the 

4f9I99UHi^Ock» 

Whatever the vain or the ignorant niay 
fay, wedU[ were i|: for ibciety had we more of 
tbefe chaiaSers amongft us. In general, thefe 
<lQ(e ^len are found ^t laft the true benefa^ors 
of fociety* With an avaricious man we feldom 
l«fe in our dealings^ hut too irec^uently in our 
conun^ce with prodigality^ 

A French pried, wbofe name was Godi- 
jiot, went for a long time by the name of the 
<i^iper. He refuled to relieve the moft apparent 
wretchedn,eis, ^d, by a ikilful management of 
'his yineyartd, h^d the good fortune to acquire 
J0imenfet(iim$ of money. The inhabitants of 
JElb^ms, who were his fellow-citizens, detefted 
Jiimi and the populace, who feldom love a mi- 
fer, wherever he went, followed him with fbouts 
?of contempt. He ftill, however, continued his 
4oBQo^ iUnpUQity of 4ife« bis {unuiiig and unre- 
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mittcd frugality. He had long perceived the 
wants of the poor in the city, particularly -in 
having no water but what they were obliged- to 
buy at an advanced price ; wherefore, diat w4iole 
fortune which he had been amaffing, he laid 
out in an aquedu£): ; by which he did the poor 
more ufeful and lafling feivice, than if he had 
' diftributed his whole income in charity ^ery 
day at his door. 

Among men long converifant with bonks 
we too frequently find thofe mifplaced virtues^ 
of which I have been now complaining. We 
find the ftudious aiiimated with a ftrong paffion 
for the great virtues, as they are miftakenly 
called, and utterly. forgetful, of the ordinary 
ones. The declamations of philofophy are ge- 
neraMy rather exhaufted on thofe fupererogatory 
duties, than on fuch as are indifpenfably necef- 
fary. A man, therefore, who has taken his 
Ideas of mankind from ihidy alone, generally 
comes into the world with an heart melting at 
every fidlitious diftrefs. Thus he is induced, 
by mifplaced liberaftty, to put htmfelf into the 
indigent circumftances of the perfon he re- 
lieves. 

/ SHALL conclude this paper with the advice 
iff one of the antkniSj to a yo\ui^ isiaiXi'^tWKk 
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he fkw giving away all his fubftance to pre-- 
tended diftrefs. <' It is poffible, that the per- 
^ fofi yaa relieve may be an honeft man ; and 
<' r know that you^ who relieve him, are fuch. 
«< You fee then, by your gencrolity, that you 
<< rob a man, who is certainly deferving, to 
<< beftow it on one who may poffibly be a rogue ; 
^< and, while you are unjuft in rewarding vaalk 

certain merit, you are doubly guilty by ftrip« 

ing yourfelf," 
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N. B. This tTCSLti(eW9s {>ublifhe(M>efolc ftouf- 
feaa^ £milius : if t\sttt be a fimHitude ill 

'^ *ttny'on« Wiftance, it is )l^^ 1^ tftidior 6f 
the (M-efefit i^fixj- wUl liot be deeoitA a pli^i- 
arift. - * 

AS few fubje£ls are more interefting to fe- 
ciety, fo few have been more frequently 
written upon, than the education of youth« 
Yet it is a little furprizing, that it has been 
treated almoft by all in a declamatory manner. 
They have infifted largely on the advantages 
that refult from it, both to individuals and to 
fociety; and have expatiated in the praife of 
what none have ever been fo hardy as to call in 
queftion. 

Instead of giving us fine but empty ha- 
Irsmgues trpon this fiibjcdt j inftead of indulg- 
ing each his particular and whimiical fyftems, 
it had been much better if the writers on this 
fubje£t had treated it in a more fcientific man- 
DCTj reprefied all the (allies of imagination, and 
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given us tjae i^eAilt 9F their diferyatkHis with ^ 
da^iic iipif^icity. Upon this fuhje^ thq iinalleft 
errors ^re of th^ moft 4^geroii9 cctnfequcnce ; 
gnd the authoi: flipuld vonture the imputation 
^f fti^^jHdjcy upoiii a tppiCt where his flightefl: 
devi^ti^s m^y t^i, to. ijojuije the tifing: genera-* 
tkfxu However, fliQh are the whimfscai and er* 
rone^b^ prgdw^on^i wxitt^a upon this ful^eA. 
Their authors bjive ftudied. to be nncommon^ 
not tp. b^ }\Ai ^fid^ at prefent, we want a 
treatife upon education^ not ta teU. ns any. thing 
new, but, to explode the errors which have 
h€$Sk ^o4c«c^ by the admires oS novelty. 
It k 14^ thk mnoMC bopjcs become nunvscous ; 
a.^BJ^of ngi^dky prodycea a. book, and odinr 
bM9(^ V« rf qWr«ci to deibH)y th0 fornicA. 

1 9rRAiiJt, therefore, throw out a few thoughts 
Ul^on this fubje<S^ which, though known, have 
not beea attended to by others ; and fliall dif- 
mi& all' ^tfsaxfts to pleafe, while I ftudy only 
inftnu^oQu 

Thb manner in which our youth of Lon« 
ion are at prefent educated, is, ibme in frec'^ 
fchools in the city, but the far greater number 
in boarding-fchools about town. The parent 
jaftly cooiuhs tho health of hia chUd^ and^vx^ds. 

D3 , 
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an education in the country tends to promote 
this, much more than a continuance in town. 
Thus far he is right ; if there were a poffi- 
bility of having even our free-fchools kept a 
little out of town, it would certainly conduce 
to the health and vigour of, perhaps, the mind 
as wdl as the body. It may be thought whim- 
fical, but it is truth; I have found, by experi- 
ence, thad they, who have fpent all their lives ' 
in dtks^ contraft not only an eCeminacy of 
habit, but evext of thinking. 

But when I have faid that the boarding- 
fchools are preferable to free-fchools, as being 
in fbeoocintiy, this is certainly the only advan* 
tage I .can allow them, otherwife it is impoffi- 
ble to conceive the ignorance of tho(e who take 
upon them the important truft of education^ Is 
any man unfit for any of the profeffions, he 
finds his laft refource in fetting up a fchool. 
Do any become bankrupts in trade, they flill 
fet up a boarding-fchool, and drive a trade this 
way, when all others fail: nay, I have been 
uM of butchers and barbers, who have turned 
fchaol-«mailers ; and, more furprifmg fliU, made 
fortunes in their new profeiEon. 



■ <- 



Couxp: we. think. ourfelves in a country of 
cjyj'Jjzed people) could it be concm^ xS^ax^K^. 
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have any regard for pofterity, when fuch are 
permitted to take the charge of the morals, ge- 
nius and health of thofe dear little pledges, who 
may one day be the guardians of the liberties of 
Euxope ; and vt^bo jftiay ferve as the honour and 
bulkwark of their aged parents ? The care of 
our children, is 4t below the ftate ? Is it fit to 
indulge thei caprice of the ignorant with the 
difpofal of tbeijr children in this particular ? 
Fpr the ftate to take the charge of all its chil- . 
•dren, as in Perfia or Sparta, might at prefent 
be jnconyenie/it ; but furely, with great eafe, 
it might ^^ an eye to their inftrudors. Of 
•all {HTofeffiOns in. fociety, I do not know a more 
. uiefinl. Of it ipef e honourable one, than a fchooU 
-n^il^r Yj at the fame time-that I do not fee any 
.frtore gener^Iy dcfpifed, or whofe talents are fo 
ill rewarded, 

WiKla the.falaries pf fchoolmafters to be 
augmented from a diminution of ufelefs fin^- 
cures^ iiow might it turn to the advantage of 
this, people ; a people whom, wlthoiit flattery, 
I may, in other refpe^b, term the wifeft and 
greateft upon earth. But while I would reward 
the deferving, I would difmifs thofe Utterly un- 
qualified for fbeir eipployment: in fhort, I 
.VDuldmake th« bufinefs of a fchool-maftet 
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every ^V2J more tctpe&MCy hf encrea&ig'dieir 
falaries, and admitting only men of proper abir 
lities. 

It is true we haw already fehooI^ttiaft^rs:4i{V- 
pointed, and they hate ibme HbmU falaries^ hut 
where at prefeat thef e is only <»ie fchooI<»mafter 
appointed'^ there iheiilit af Lnift te tv9o s and 
wherever <he faiai^ i« al; pFefeactweMy povndb, 
it fhotild be an buttered. So we give imftiods^ 
rate benelBees to thefe who inftriuft owfelvM, and 
fhall we deny even fubfiAence to theft who in* 
iitufi our children f « Every meoAeiP o^ j(bde»^ 
fiioufd be paid in pr6pOQFCio» an hit i» aeeee&rfi ;. 
and I wis be bold enosigii to fayv fluit 4diool- 
jnafters^ in a^ ftafte, ar€ mo^e necdiavy thaa^ cler*^ 
gymen, M chiW^'en ftand in mi^M need of iu-^ 
ftruftion than their parents. 

But «ftft^^thist aa I haMt AtntA^ob^ 
ftrt€4i we fend tibem to boaid in che -€00111*]^ 
to t}ke moft i^orant fift of men thai: caa be 
imagined, fitit) leaft tkie igiioraticeof the^ 
mafter ht not f<Affioieiit, the cfaiUt ia gienerally 
■confignedto the u&er* This is coHunonly foio^e 
poor needy animal, {ittle fopejrioi tda^footaian 
either in karning or fpirit, invited to hia -place 
hy an adverti(ement>. mi kept-tiiei« imsrdy 
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icQOX his jb^ing of a a^mplyii^'difpofitjoo* ^^ 
i|[iakk>g tlie children fond of^him. <* Yoii give 
<< your child to be educated to a /lave,*' iap a 
philofopher to a rich man ; <^ inftead of one 
^ flave, ycMi iariU tbei\ have two/' ^ 

Ix were well, howiever, if parents,, vapem 
fixing their children in one of thefe houfes^ 
would examine the abilities of the ufh^r, as.well 
as the mafter ; for, whatever they are. tolij tou 
the contrary, the uiher is generally the pcrfonj 
moft employed in their education. If then^ a 
g.entleman, upon putting out his fgn to one of 
thefe houfes, itts the ufher difregarded \^y the 
mafler, he may depend upon it, that he is 
equally, difregarded by the boys : the truth is, 
in fpite of all their endeavours to pleafe, they 
are generally the laughing-ftock of the fchool. 
Every trick is played upon the ufher; the od- 
dity of bis manners, bis drefs, or bis l^nguage^ 
are a fund of eternal ridicule ; the maAer him-, 
felf, now and thien, canoot avoid joining in the 
laugh; and the poor wretch, eternally refenj&^ 
ing this ill ufage, feems to live in a flate of war 
with all the family. This is a Very prober p^- 
Ion, is it not, to give children a relijQb forlearjitof| 
ing ? They muft efleem learning very o^uch) 
when they fee its profeflbrs ufed with i4^Qh.|U(Ie 
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ceremony. If the uflier be defpifed, thefatheir 
may be afTured his child will never be properly 
inftriuSled. 

But let faie iuppofe, that there are fome 
fchools without tljefe inconveniencies, where 
the mafters and iilhers are men of learning, re- 
putation and affiduity. If there are to be found 
fuch, they cannot be prized in a ftate fuffici- 
ently^ A boy will learn more true wifdom in a. 
pubHo fchool in a year, than by a private educa*^ 
tion in five. It is not from mafters, but from: 
their equals, youth learn a knowledge of the 
world ; the little tricks they play each other, 
the punilhment that frequently attends the com- 
miilion, is a juft pi£lure of the great world ; 
and all the ways of men are praftifed in a pub- 
lic fchool in miniature. It is true, a child is.- 
early made acquainted with fome vices in a 
fchool ; but it is better to know thefe when a 
boy, than be firft taught them when a man ; 
for their novelty then may have irrefiftible 
charms. 

III a public education, hoys early learn tem-* 
pevance ; and if the parents and friends would 
give them lefs money upon their ufua) vifits, 
it would be much to their advantage 5 fince it 

I . may 
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may juftly be faid, that a great part of their 
difbriers arife from furfeitj Plus occidit guk 
quafti gladius. And now I am come to the ar- 
ticle of healthy it may not be amifs tb obferve, 
that Mr. Locke, ' and fome others, have advifed 
that children fhould be' inured to cold, to fa- 
tigue, and hardfhip, from their youth; but 
Mr. Locke was but an indifferent phyfician. 
Habit, I grant, has great influence over our 
conftitutions, but we have not precife ideas up- 
on this fubjeiSl. 

We know, that among favagcs, and even 
among our peafants, there are found children 
born with fuch conftitutions, that they crofe 
rivers by fwimming, endure cold, thh^J, hunger, 
and want of fleep, to a furprifing degree ; that, 
when they happen to fall fick, they are cured 
without the help of medicine, by nature alone. 
Such examples are adduced to perfuade us to 
imitate their manner of education, and accuftom 
ourfelves betimes to fupport the fame fatigues. 
But had thefe gentlemen coniidered iirft, how 
many lives are loft in this afcetic practice ; had 
they confidered, that thofe favages and peafants 
are generally not fo long l^ived a^ they who have 
led a more indolent life ; that the more laborious 
(he life is, the Uti populous is the-coimtjyr 4iad 
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they e^nKdered, that what phyficiam call tbe 
Stamina Viur, by fatigue and labour become rv> 
^id» and <¥us anticipate old age : that the auair- 
ber wh9 forvive thofe nude trials^ bears no pro^ 
.portion to tbofc^. who die i|i the experiment- 
Had thefe things been properly coafider^d* ii^ty 
.would not have thus extoUed an educatioa bc^ 
^n in fatigue and hardihips. Peter the Greats 
willing to enure the childien of his feameo to a 
life of hardship, ordered that they (hould only 
drink fea-water, but they unforitunately all died 
imderihe trial. 

But while I would exclude all unnecefTary 
labours, yet flill I would recon^mei^d i^n^pezv. 
ance in the higheft degree. T^q luxurious 
difhes with high fe^foning, nothing given cbilr 
dren to force an appetite, as little fggaf^ pr 
iaited provifions as poifible^ thpugh ever fp 
pleafing 5 but milk, morning aAd night,, fhould 
be their conft^nt food. This diet would oiake 
(hem more healthy than any of thof^ flpps thai: 
^e ufually pqoke^ by th<efniftrefs 0£si. bpa^djngr 
fchool) befides, k pprreSs my cpn/umptivp 
balpits, not HnfrjBqupntly (9^x4 amopg;ft thi? 
^i)%en ^f city pgi^nts. 

ums^ to t&e £rft gre^tieft kflba that (hould 
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•be tat^l^t-them i^^ to admire frugality. It i^. 
by the exercife of this virtue atone,, they ca<i 
#vw expe^ to he uifeful members of fociety. It 
i^ true» li^^htres continually repeated upon this. 
iubjc^» niay^mdie fomrboys, when^ they grow 
»p, rum iato an extreme, and become mifers ;. 
but it were well, had we more -mifers than we 
have among us. I know few characters mofe 
ufeful in fociety ;. for a man's having a Urgec 
or iinaller (bare of money lying ufelefs by him^. 
|io way injures the commonwealth i fmce^ 
Ihould every mifer now exhauft his ftores, thi& 
might make gold more plenty, but it would not 
encreafe the commodities or. pleafures of life ;. 
they would ftill remain as they are at prefent :: 
it matters not^ therefore, whether men are miw 
fcrs or not, if they be only frugal,, laborious,, 
^d fill the ftation they have chofen. If they 
deny themfelves. the neceflarics of life,, fociety 
is no way injured by theijR folly. 

Instead, therefore, of romances,, whicly. 
praife young men of fpirit, who go through ^ 
variety of adventures, and at laft conclude a life 
of diifipation, folly, and extrav.agance in riches 
s^d matrimony, there ihould be fome men of 
wi( employed to compoie books ths^t might 
equally i^e^c^ the pagjiiiwi^of pvyvuth^ whero 
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fuch an one might be praifed for having refifted 
allurements when young, and how he, at laft, 
became lord-mayor ; how he was married to a 
lady of great fenfe, fortune, and- beauty: to 
be as explicit as poffible, the old ftory of Whit*- 
tington, were his cat left out, might be more 
ferviceable to the tender mind, than either Tom 
Jones, Jofeph Andrews, or an hundred others, 
where frugality is the only good quality the 
hero is not pollelled of. Were our fchool- 
mafters, if any of them have fenfe enough to 
draw up fuch a work, thus employed, it would 
be much more ferviceable to their pupils than 
ail the grammars and didlionaries they may pub-- 
lifli thefe ten years. 

Children fhould early be inftruited in 
the arts from which they may afterwards draw 
the greatcft advantages. When the wonders 
of nature are never expofed to our view, we 
have no great defire to become acquainted with 
'thofe parts of learning which pretend to account 
for the phsenomena. ■ One of the antients com- 
plains, that as- foon as young men have left 
fohool, and are obliged to converfe in the 
world, they fancy themfelves tranfported into a 
new region. ** Ut cum in forum vencrint ex- 
^ iftiment fain aliam terrarum orbem ddaloeu^ 

Wa 
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Weihouldearly) therefore, inftru£lthem in the 
experiments, if I may fo exprcfs it, of know- 
ledge, and leave to maturer age the account* 
ing for the caufes. But, inftead of that, when 
boys begin natural philofophy in colleges, they 
have not the leaft curiofity for thofe parts of the 
fcience which are propofed for their inftru£tion; 
they have never before feen the phenomena, 
and confequently have no curiofity to learn the 
reafons. Might natural philofophy, therefore, 
be made their paftime in fchool, by this means 
it would in college become their amufement. 

In fcveral of the machines now in ufe, there 
would be ample field both for inftru<Stion and 
amufement ; the different forts of the phofpho- 
rus, the artificial pyrites, magnetifm, eleftri- 
city, the experiments upon the rarefaction and 
weight of the air, and thofe upon elaftic bodies, 
might employ their idle hours, and none fliould 
be called from play to fee fuch experiments^ 
but fuch as thought proper. At firft then it 
would be fufficient if the inflruments, and the 
e&Sts of their combination, were only fiiewn y 
the caufes &ould be deferred to a maturer age, 
or to thofe times when natural curiofity prompts 
us to difcover the wonders of nature. Man is 
placed 4a this world as a fpcdator 3 when he » 
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faxti of wondering s^ all the novelties ^boiit 
biois and not till tbcff, dioes he defile (» bo 
made acquainted with the caufe$ t^i create. 
f^fe wonders^ 

Wh at I have oybrved with r«ig^r4 ^ Jiai* 
tural phiiofophy, I would extend to ey«f y other 
fcience whatfoever. We flK>uld te^k them as* 
many of the (z&s as were poj$hkr ^d defer dbie 
caufes until they fcemed of theQfifelv^s de&rous 
^f knowing them. A mind thu9 lea.vuvg ichool^. 
ftored with all the fimple experiences of fcieAce.>« 
would be the fitteft in the world for the college 
courfe ) and, though fuch a youth might; not 
appear fo brightjj or fo talkative, as thofe who. 
had learned the real principles and caufes of. 
ipme of the fciences, yet he would make a wifer. 
man, and would retain a more lafling paiEon 
for letters, than, he who was early burdened, 
with the difagreeable inftitution of tffeO: and 
caufe., 

. In hiftory,. f^ch ftorie$ alone fhould be liud) 
lltefpre them as might catch th^ imagination : 
inftead of this, they are too frequently obliged 
to toil through the four empires, 9$ they are 
c^ledj where their memories are burdened by a 

wml^i «^ ^ifg\^iAg nmi^^ that dcftnoy sdl 

theiy 
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their future leliih for ouc beft faiftorians, whor 
may be uuned the trueft teachers- of wifdom,. 

. . Every fpecies of flattery ibodtT be carefully 
.^oidtd JL a boy who happens to fay a fprightly 
thing is generally applauded fo much, that he 
fometimes continues a coxcomb all his life 
.•after.- He i6 reputed a wit at* fourteen, and 
becomes a bl9ckhead at twefiey. Nui&s, foot* 
mcn^ a^ foch, fhould therefore be driven awajT 
as mui^ as poffible. I wa» even going tp 
.addy that the xskother herfelf fbould ftifle her 
pkafore, or hervaAity, when little mafier ha|>-- 
, ffene jto fiiy a good or a iman thing. Thofe 
modeft lubberly boys^ wbo fi^em toirant fpirit^ 
generally go through. tb«ir hufiaei$)WiUi loore 
cafe to tb^nfdves^ aad iXHtte AtiafaAiea IK>» 
theiff iBflrufkMTs.. 

TfiSUB has^f Jaitea gentleman appeared^ 

-who thinks the ftudy of rhetorte eilentiaJ to a 

. perfect ed»catioxu That bold male eloquence,^ 

which. oftea» witiioiit pleafmg» o»nvinces> i& 

generally deftroyed by fuch inftitutions^ . Ctt5«' 

vincing eloquence, is infinitely more fervice* 

/able' to; k^ poflei&r than the mcffl; florid ha* 

vrangueDr-Ae tdsA pathetic tones .that can be 

.uagibtd i and the ipan wbois thoroughly eon- 



66 ESSAY S. 

vinced himfelf, who underftands his Aibjcd, 
and the language he fpeaks in, will be more 
apt to filence oppofition, than he who ftudxes 
the force of his periods, and fills our ears with 
founds, while our minds are deftitute of con- 
vi6lion. 

It was reckoned the fault of the oratrnv at 
the decline of the Roman empire, when they 
bad been long inftrudied by rhetoricians, that 
their periods were fo harmonious, .ftS'tbat they 
could be fung as well as fpoken. What a ridi- 
culous figure muft one of thefe gentlemen cut, 
thus ineafuring fyllables^ and weighing word^, 
wii^n he ihould plead the caufc of his client^! 
Two- architeAs were-«nce candidates for the 
building a certain tmple at Athens ; the firft 
harangued the crowd very learnedly upon the 
different orders of archite£hire, and fhewed 
them in what manner the temple fhdtild be 
built; the other, who got up after him, only 
obferved, that what hb brother had fpoken 
he could do ^ and thus he at once gained his 
cau(e« 

' To teach men to be orators, i^ little lefs 
than to teach them to be poeU ; and, for my 
part, I (hould have too great a regard-for my 
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child, to wifh him a manor only in a book- 
feller's fliop. 

' Anothbr paffion which the prefent age is 
apt to run into, is to make children learn all 
things ; the languages, the fciences, mufic, the 
exercifes, and painting. Thus the child foon 
becomes a Talker in all, but a Mafter in none. 
He thus acquires a fuperficial fondnefs for eVery 
tiling, and only fhevrs his ignorance when he 
mttempts to exhibit his fldlL 

As I deliver my thoughts without method or 
connexion, fo the reader muft not be furprized 
to find me once more addreffing fchoolmaften 
on die prefent method of teaching the learned 
languages, which is commonly by literal trans- 
lations. I would afk fuch, if they were to tra- 
vel a journey, whether thofe parts of the roa4 
in which they found the greateft difficulties, 
would not be the moft ftrongly remembered ? 
Boys who, if I may continue the allufion^ gal* 
lop through one of the antients with the affift- 
ance of a tranflation, can have but a very flight 
acquaintance either with the author or his. lan- 
guage. It is by the exercife of the mind alone 
that a language is learned ; but a literal: tranf- 
lation, on the oppoiite page, leaves no execctfe 
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tar the.memdi^at aU« The bioy wi}l noth^H 
the fatigue of remembering, when His dwi)tft 9re 
at once fatisfied by a glance of the eye ; where- 
as, were'CYcry wocd ta W fought kofm a die- 
tionaxy^ tbe leamec would attempt} tp r«|iea»» 
lier them^ to &ve him&lf the: ^oubk of looking: 
jout fiM: it for tjie £uture» 

' To continue ia the iame peoEaBtic itrauv 
m[ aU: the variooa grammars now taught in the 
fchools about town^ I wouU motmoMoA oaJf 
the old common one ; I have forgot whether 
July's or an ttnaickitton ofi hmu Th« others 
mayi]K iaprnmruiatB I but fiidv kppiwremfiBls 
ftatt» to A^t only musei. gcafnaatical liicetiea^ 
jMt myt influcodng tfaei kamsr, Imt pedi«|i0 
Jbading^ him witULtrittag fiibdltitt, wbiftb^ at 
« pit^OK age^ he muft be at fine pains, to> foc^ 

Whatsvbr, paini^ a mafier may tak^ tip 
jnake tbe. learning of i^he.tanguagf $ agreeable tp^ 
his pup4,, be njiaj; depeud upon, it^, it will: be aft 
firft extremel]c unplealant* The m4ijpq^iit;& of 
isvery language,, therefore^ n^uil; be given as a 
taikit not as an amufemeAt. Attempting to de«- 
oe^ve children into indrufUon of tbl$ kmi% 13 
coly deceiving our&lves i and I know no paf^ 
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ti&RtbpAlh df cMi^verkig acbild's natural }a« 
«iHefr but ft». 4Sriomoii hm ftid it before me t 
m0t m'-Aaft mry mere cei^t^, though perhaps 
mere 4Kagreeable tm^, tbstfi the prevef b ift 
verfe, «66 %p>^4cii0Wii te- repeat on the prefeitt 
^eccatioR. St is Vfery probable that parents an^ 
teld ef fotne -maflets who nerer ufe the itxi, and 
4?en<eqUehl3y are 'thought the propereft inftruo 
ters lor ^hoir chiMrai-s 4)Ht, thotrgh tendemefi 
is a requifite quality in an inftruftor^ yet "there 
18 too often the trueft tendemefs in well-timed 
•correftioiu 

SoM£ have juftly ebferved, that all paflion 
ihould be baniflied on this terrible occafion ; 
kut I know not how ; there is a frailty attend- 
ing humanx nature, that few mafter^ are able to 
keep their temper whilft they corred, I knew 
a good-natured man, who was feniible of his 
own weaknefs in this refpeft, and confequently 
liad recourfe to the following expedient to pre- 
vent his paffions from being engaged, yet at the 
lame time adminlfter juftice with impartiality* 
Whenever any of his pupils committed a fault, 
he fummoned a jury of his peers, I mean of the 
boys of his own or the next claiTes to him : his 
accufers flood forth ^ he had liberty of pleading 
in his own defence, and one or two more had 
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the liberty of pleading againft him: wiien found 
guilty by the panel> he was cpniigned to the 
footman, who attended in the houfe, and had 
previous orders td punifh, but with lenity. By 
this means the mafter took oifF the odium of 
punifliment from himfelf $ and the footman^ 
between whom and the boys there could not 
be even the flighteft intimacy, was placed in 
fuch a light as to be ihupned by every boy in 
the fchool. 
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AN alehoufe*keeper, near Iflington, who 
had long lived at the fign of the French 
King, upon the commencement of the laft war 
with France, pulled down his old fign, and put 
ftp that of the queen of Hungary. Under the 
influf^te of her red face and golden fceptre, 
he contifiuc^d to fell ale, till (he was no longer 
the favou|it<e ^f his cuftomers; he changed her^ 
thereftre, fome time ago, for the king of Pruf- 
£a, who may probably be changed, in tiu-n, for 
4he next great man that fhall be fet up for vul- 
gar adpciiration. 

V Our publican, in this, imitates the great 
exa£Uy, who deal out their figures, one after 
the other, to the gazing crowd. When we 
have fufficiently wondered at one, that is taken 
in, and another exhibited in its room, which 
feldom holds its fhttion long ; for the mob are 
ever pleafed with variety. 

.. I MUST own I have fuch an indifferent 
opinion of the vulgar, that I am evec led i<^ 
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fufpef): that merit which raifes their fhout ; at 
leaft I am certain to find thofe great, and ibme-* 
times goot men, Who fiitd fati$£a£tiaii in l|ich 
acclamations, made worfe by it ; and hiftoiy 
has too frequently taught me, that the head 
which "has grown this day giddynfidi flie ifl^ar 
of the million, has the veiy next boeiL'fikeiJiru^ 
on a pole* 

■ ■ ■ • # 

As Alexander VL was «nt«ti% m Kltltf tOKpt 
in t h e fteighbourhoed of Rome, • ^vilkfa had 
t>een juft evaeufited by the enemy y^ejMlteived 
Che townfmen bafy in the market-place in 
pulling down from a gibbet a figare Whidi 4iat 
l^een -defigned to reprefent himCelf. There 
were fome alfoJRiocking down a neighbourtn^ 
ftatue of one of the Orfmi family, widifV^hoigQi 
he was at War, in order to put Alexander's 
^flli^ in its place, b is pdfiihk a maniwho-knew 
lefs of the world, would have condemned iht 
adulation of- thofe bare-£tf:ed flatterers ; hvt 
Alexander feemed pleafed at ^their aeai, and 
turning to Borgia,- his Ion, faid with a fintlie^ 
<^ Videsmi fili quam leve difcrtmiflem palibu- 
^ lum inter et ftatuum/' '^^ You fee, my 
** fon, the fmall difierence between a gibbet 
*« andaftattre.^ If the^ great could -be taught 
An/ JeiTen^'tMn' miglitYcrV^Je teadi t3um upoh 
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how weak a foundation their glory ftands, 
which is built upon populai' applaufe ; for, as 
fuch praife what feems like merit, they as 
.quickly jcondexnn what has only the appearancp 
of guilt. 

PoPifLAR glory is a perfeft coquet; her 
lovers nJufl: toil, feel every inquietude, indulge 
every caprice ; and, perhaps, at laft, be jiJtcd 
-into the bargain. True glory, on the other 
hand, rcicmbles a iftx)man of fenfe; her adr 
mirers'muft play no tricks ; they feel no great 
anxiety, for they are furc, in the eod, of being 
rewarded in proportion to their merit. When 
Swift ufed to appear in public, he generally had 
,the mob fhouting in his train. ^^ Pox take 
.** thefe fools," he would fay, •* how much 
'* joy might all this bawling give my iord- 

mayor. 



« » 



We. have feen thofe virtues which have, 
while livinjg, retired from the public eye, ge- 
.nerally tranfmitted to pofterity, as the trueft 
objefb of admiration and praife. Perhaps the 
charaAer of. the late duke of Marlborough may 
one day be fet up, even above that of his more 
talked of predeceflbr \ fmce an aflemblagc of ail 
dk^mild and ^aUe virtues, are far fu(>erior 

E ^^ 
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to thofe vulgarly called the great ones. I muft 
■be pardoned for this (hort tribute to the me- 
'mory of a man, who, -while Kving, would *aB 
much "dctcftto recehre-ariy thing that wore*ttfe 
appearance of flattery, as I fhould to offer k. * 

• 1 KNOW not how to.tum fo tritea fiit^e<5): 
out of the beaten road of common phtce, ex^ 
cept by illuftrating it, rather by theaffiftance 
of my memory than judgment; and,, tnftead'of 
ftiakijig reffle<9uon8, by tdiing a ]S:ory. : ' 

■ 

A Chikese, who had long ftudied the 

'■works of Confucius, who knew the cbaiuAers 

^f- fourteen thoufand words, and could readti 

'^r^tf^art of «very book :that came in htswa)!, 

once^tdok-it into bis headto travel into Europie, 

-and oHferve the cuftoms of 'z people whom he 

thought not very much inferior, even to his 

own countrymen, in the arts of refining upon 

•inrery pleafnre. Upon his -arrival at Anifter- 

ndami, his paiffipn for letters naturaliy led him to 

A bdokfeller's fibop^ ; :and, as Jbe couM fpeak a 

'little Dutch, he chnlly afked the £ookfelIer for 

the works of the immortal Xixofou*: The 

bookfell^ alTured him be had never heard the 

book mentioned f1$e£M«» « 'f4.!Wiiae,.liave]Km 

mever heaid of that'imiaoital'foed' ntuivU 
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the other much 'fiirpri«d, « that hght ct ihi 
^« eyes, that favourite of kmgs, that rofe of 
*« peirfisaten ! 1 fuppofeyou know nothing of 
*' the immoital Fipiihihi, fccond roufin to the 
«< modn ?•* « Nothing at all, indeed. Sir," 
returfved the other. « Alas !" cries our tra- 
veller, ** to vrhtLt purpofe, then, has one ot 
«« thefe fafted to death, and the other offered 
« himfelf up as a facrifice to the Tartar ene- 
f* my, to gain a iienown which has rrevel- "tfi- 
-«« ,vcHed beyond the precmas of China.** 

■ There is fcarcc a village rn Europe, anlj 
not one uftivtrfity, that is not thus 'fumiOied 
with its litrie greatrtien. Tht-head 6f i petty 
icorpofation, who oppofes the rfefiglts df i'prf^^ 
vrho woitH tyrannically force his firl5j6Ss t6 
feve their beft cloaths for Sundays •; th^ ^Vriy 
pedant, who finds one undifcovered property f A 
the polype, ordefcribes an unheeded procefs ih 
'the flccletonof ^rhole ; anti v^hofe miiid, iikfe 
liis imcrdfcope, pe iceiv e ^ nature otiSy in detaif; 
tht rhymer, who mafces fthefeth v«ri(es', atttl 
•paints toooriniagtnatron, wlicnhe ftofuld only 
fpeafc-to'-o«r 1i«*rtS; aH' cquaify fericy thcni- 
felves walking forward to immortalit}', and de- 
fire the ciDwd behind them to look on. I'hc 
crowd takes them at their word, Pa.t\:lot^ 
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philofopher and poet, arefhouted in their train. 
*' Where was there ever fo much merit feen ; 
■*< no times fo important as our own ; ages, yet 
y unborn, {hall gaze with wonder and ap* 
*< plaufe I To Aich mufic, the important pig- 
xny moves forward, bulling and fwelling, and 
aptly compared to a j)uddle in a ftorm. 

I HAVE lived to fee generals who once had 
^crowds halloing after them wherever they went, 
ivho were bepraifed by news-papers and maga- 
zines, thofe ecchoes of the voice of the vulgar, 
and yet they have long funk into merited obibu- 
f ity, with fcarcc even an epitaph left to flatter. 
A few years ago the herring-iifhery employed 
dl Grub-flreet; k .was Ae topic in every cofiee-r 
npufe, and the burden of every ballad. We 
were to drag up oceans of gold from the bottom 
t>f the fea ; we were to fupply all Europe with 
lierrings upon our own terms. At prefent, we 
hear no more of all. this. We have fifhed up 
Very little gold that I can learn ; nor do we fur- 
niih the world with herrings, as was expefled. 
Let us wait but a kw years longer, and we (hall 
£nd all our expefiations an henring-filhery. 
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WE eflayifts, who are allowed but one 
fubje6l at a time, are by no means (o 
fortunate as the writers of magazines, wba 
write upon feveral. If a magaziner be dull up-- 
on the Spanifh war, he fbon has us up again 
with the ghoft in Cock-lane ; if the reader be- 
gins to doze upon that, he is quickly rouzed by 
an eaftern tale ; tales prepare us for poetry, and 
poetry for the meteorplbgjlcarhiftory of the wea« 
ther- It* IS the life and foul of a magazine nc-« 
Tcr to be long dull upon.one. fubjedl.; and the, 
reader, like the failor's horfe, has at leaft the 
comfortable refrcfhmcnt of having the fpur often 
changed. 

As I fee no reafbn why they fhould carry off 
2AI the rewards of genius, I have fome thoughts, 
for the future, of making this eifay a magazine 
in miniature : I {hall hop, from fubje£t to fub- 
jtSty and, if properly encouraged, I intend in 
time to adorn my feuille volant with pidlures. 
But to begin, in the ufual form, with 

E 1 Kxcvar- 
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A modeil Addrds to the Publick. 

. T.HH publick has been fo often impofed up- 
on by the unperforming promifes of others, 
that it is with, the utmoft modeily, wealluie 
them of our inviolable defign of giving tile 
very beft collefiion that ever aftonilhed focicty^ 
The publick we honour and regard, and ther^ 

• 

fore (o inftrucl and' entertain them is our high- 
e{! ambition,, with labours calculated as well, to 
the head as. the heart. If four extraprdinai;]^ 
cages of letterrprefs be any Jcecoiiim^nciatilpii 9t 
our wit, we may at Ifcaft toajft \the. honour^ 9! 
vindicating our ow^ abilities, ^o lay m6re,in 
favour of the In E e r n a l Ma p a z i p e^ wouM 
Be ufiworthytSeFiiblicki to. lay tefs> would be 
injurrous. to ourlelves. As we have np inte- 
reffed motfves for this undertaking, being a fo- 
ciety of gentlemen of diflindlion, we difdairi to 
uat er write like hirelings j we are all gentlemen 
refolved to fell our fixpenny magazine merelj; 
for our own amufcment. 

• B E careful to affc for the Infernal Maga-T 
isinc. 



Dedication 



^ 
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Pe4k;4t;^ CQ itu^ i^^oft ingenious of aU 
•H Pftfe|piiii)thd Tjipolinc Ambai&dor. 1 

May it^plcafe yoiu; Excellency, 

^S your ,tafte in th% fine arts is univqrfall]^ 
a))pf^ axi|d.admire4»pennit the authors of th0 
in&n^ Magazi^ to |ay. die f^oUowing (heets^ 
|fum%jat!yRpr:«KHC^«a?cy's^^ and, Aoh14 
9iuu(;bbf^ui^.e>l%rl|a(y^tb^h4ppiners of c^.di^ji 
^(M|9fi#g thf *Gpi)(i^ 0^ Fez^; we : doubt not thati 
^M0i<$yi9ft,>i^9¥«\^^ we ^fk honoured, AWi 

c >Mafto)l6idll ]Mur eMiHtficy^ .. v -^ ' •' 
*--*-'Yblii'itfoll^ac^otedh\ir^Me^f^^ -^ 

\ _ 

I . . : : T)M»:A)|tlioca.o£ tbp Infernal Magaziae^ 

f ■ • - 

Ji'i^fcli Ipdkcn by thir Indigent Philofopher,; 
to 'p^ibaiSe his Club at Cateaton to declare 
Wair againft Spain. 



\ i-i 



. MY honeft fi:iends and brother politicians j 
lif»e^^Y« that .the intended, war with 3paii^ 
makes many .^f youiineaiy, - Yefterday,. z^yff^ 
were told, the flocks rofe, and you were gkd ; 
tl^idy they fall, and you are again miferable. 

E 4> "^xiX^ 
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But, my dear friends, what is the riflng or the 
Calling of the (locks to us^ who have no money ? 
Let Nathan Ben Funk, the Dutch. Jew, be 
glad or forry for this 5 but, my good Mr, BcIt 
lows-mendcr, what is all this to you ^r me ? 
You muft mend broken bellows, and I write 
bad profe, as long as we live, whether we like 
a Spanifh war or not. Believe me, my honefl 
friends^ whatever you may talk of .liberty and 
your own reafon, both that liberty and reafoir 
are conditionally refigned by every poor man in 
every fociety ; and^ as we are bom to woricf 
&} others are bom to watch over us while we 
are working. In the name of common-feiife 
then, my gopd^.frifnds, let fibe 'go^at keep 
watch over us, and let us mind our bufinefs^ 
and perhaps we may at laft get money our- 
felves, and fet beggars at work in our turn. I 
have a Latin fentence that is worth its weight 
in gold, and which 1 fhall beg ]eave-tQ-traiiA^te 
for your .inftrudHooi. An author, called Lily's 
Grammar, finely obferves, that " JEs in prae- 
** fenti perfcAum format j" that is, ** Ready-r 
•* money makes a perfed man.'* Let us then 
get ready^money, and let them that will fpe^d 
theirs by-going to wv with- Spaii^« ■ ' ' ' 

"Rutoi 
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Rules for Behaviour drawn up by tit Indigent 

Phrlgfopher. 

IF you be a rich man, you may enter the 
rpom with three loud hems, march deliberately 
iip to the chimney, and turn your back to the 
fire. If you be a poor man, I would advife you 
to fhrink into the room as fail as you can, gnd 
place yourfelf, as ufual, upon the corner of a 
chair in a remote corner. 

When you are defired to fing in cdfaipany, 
r would advife you to refufe ; for it is a thou- 
fand to one but that you torment us with affec- 
tation or a bad voice. 

If you be young, and live with an old man, 
I woidd advife you not to like gravy j I was dif- 
inherited myfelf for liking gravy. 

Don't laugh much in publick ; the fpe(5la- 
tors that are not as merry as you, will hate you, 
cither becaufe they envy your happihcft, or 
faacy thejnfelves the fubject of your mirth. 



E 5 . Rules 
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llules for railing the Devil. Tranflated frorix 
the Latin of Danaeus de Sortiariis, a Writer 
cotemporary with Cfalvin, and one of the 

!. Kefbrmers of our Church*. 

THE perfon who defires to raife the Devil, is 
to facriiice a dog, a cat, and a hen, all of hi& 
own property, to Beelzebub. He is to fwear 
an eternal obedience, and then to receive a 
mark in fome unfe^n place, either under the 
eye-lid, or in the roof of the mouth, inflicted 
by the devil himfelf. Upon this he has power 
given* him over three fpiritsj one for earth,, 
another for air, and a third foe the fea. Upon 
certain times the devil holds an aflembly of ma- 
gicians, in which each is to give an account of 
what evil he has done, and what he.wiihes to 
</q. At this aflembly he appears in, the fhape 
of an old man, or often like a goat witli |arge* 
horns. They, upon this occafion, renew their 
vows of obedience ; and then Jform a gr^d 

dance in honour of their falfe deity. The devil 
,■ "*• i» 

inftrucls.them in every method of injuring man- 
kind, in gathering poifonsji and of riding^ upon, 
occafion through" the air. He fhews them the" 
whole method, upon examination, of giving 
evafive anfwers ; his fpirits have power to af- 
fome the form of ang^s Qf light, and there is 

but 
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but OVA method of detedting them ; viz. to a(k 
theniy in proper form. What method is the 
moft eertain to> j^opagate the faith over all the 
world ?*To this they are not permitted" by the 
Superior Power to make a falfe reply, nor are 
th^y wiling (k> give the: true one, wh^reforf 
theycontuiiufeiUent, and are thus detected. 
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1^ HO UGH naturally penfive^ yet I am 
> fond of gay company, and take eyeiy 
opportunity of thus difmiffing the mind fVom 
duty. From this motive I am often found in 
the centre of a crowd 5 and wherever pleafuiv 
is to.be fold, am always a purchafer. In thofe 
places, without being remarked by any, I join 
in whatever goes forward, work my pai&ons 
into a fimilitude of frivolous earneftneis, ihout 
as they ihout, and condemn as they happen to 
difapprove. A mind thus funk for a while be- 
low its natural ftandard, is qualified for ftronger 
flights, as thofe firft retire who would fpring 
forward with greater vigour. 

ATTRACTipbythe ferenity of the evening, 
a friend and I lately went to gaze upon the 
coD^pan]^. if one of thp psblic walks near the 
city. Here we fauntered together for fome 
time, etthef, praifing the beauty of fuch as were 
handfome» or the dreifes of fuch as had nothing 
elfe to recommend them. We had gone thus 
deliberately forv^ard fox fome time, when iny 

tcveodi 
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CflM'd fti^pirig ona fudden, caugiit me b/ the 
elbow^ ittd led me' out of the public walk ; I 
could perceive^- by the quicknefs of his pace^ 
and by his' frequently looking behind, that -he 
was attempting to avoid fomebody who fo]lo>(r-; 
ed i we now turned to the right, then to the 
left ; as we vrent forward,' he ftill went fafter, 
but in vain ; the perfon whom he attempted to 
efoape, hunted us through every doubling, and 
gained upon us each momem ; £> that, at laft, 
we fairly ftood lUll, refolving to face what we 
could not avoid. 

Our purfuer foon came up, and joined us 
with all the familiarityof an old acquaintance. 
" My dear Charles," cries he, fliaking my 
friend's hand,' ^^ where have 'you been hiding* 
*^ this half a century ? Pofitively I had fancied 
•* you were gone down to cultivate matrimony 
*' and your eilare in the country, '^ During the 
xeplyy I had an opportunity of farveying the 
appearimce of our new companion. His bar 
Was-pirtched up with peci4iar fmartnefs f his 
looks .were p^e, thin, and iharp; round his 
neck he wore a broad black ribbon, ahd in his 
bofom A buckle ftudded with glafs ; his coat was 
trimmed with tarniihed Cwift ; he wore! &y hi^- 
fide «.fwonl with. a black, hilt J andSi^ftock-^^ 
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lags of £tic( though newly waflied^ vere gnim 
yellow by:l<»g ftrvicei. I was fo. jiaupli «i^ 
gaged with the peculiariQr of Y^ 4i»6» tha^I 
attended, only tt) the ktteii part of: miy fir^slMl** 
reply 9 in which he cK>JEi»pHan$9it^ Mr»:lribhf 
eii the tafte of bia doathsy^und tbA^ bloom in 
itiis countcnanoB* ' *• Pfha, pflw, Charl^,'* 
cried the figurd, ^ nor more of that if you lovd 
<(:me| yOu'kn^.Iihate flattery, Oftm^ifoui 
^^.Ido;,:aiid 3tet cto.be ikire ^an-intiiaa/cy-with 
*^ the great will iinpratfeonefff&pfiearanc^^aiid 
** a courfc of venifon will fatten j and ,yet faith 
** I dcfpife the great as much as you do ; but 
^. dierojuta great many dsmned honeftfe}k>ws 
<^- among tfaeon i jand w&.muft aot qnvt^ witli^ 
V onehalf :becaii{e* the qtiber wants bre^it^g*' 
^ If they were alHuch aa iityrlordMudlfii» OM 
^ of the moftgoodHnaturod cceature^.tkatiye^ 
^ . fqueezed a lemon, I fhould my^lf bo a«wg» 
^' tiitei AumbeJr ofi their admit ea. : i waa;yi»fler«»« 
<^ !day to (Km at the.dulB|i^ jof Picxrsidil^it^: 
<^. My. brd waa thcno^ .^ Ne4y'. Ays-h^ tn we^ 
'« ' Ned/ ia^ Juv > ¥^ i»^^ €<dd to «lve9 
^ I can te}l wher^.you «9er,je.ppachiog. jbft: 
^^.jiigltf.? Poaching,, my knrd>. fays. I; faith;. 
<^ yoiL Jui¥em]iflre4;ab«uijF4i>ioD:I:iteid'M boftw! 
<« and} Ict^egirla poach Ar. ma : rTh^'aasi^ 
5< wayf I late jtfinawiitei^tBt'fofao aiiiaiato 

4^ 
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Y do their prey ; ftand. ftill, and fwoep» they 
*< fall inta mymouth." 

' " ■. ■ - ' ■ « 

;." A»» Tibbs, thou art an happy fcUow,.? 

cried mycompanion'withlookspf infinke.pjty, 
<< I hope your fortune is as much improved as 
<^ youc underftanding in fuch company ?" 
<^ Improved^" replied the oth^r y ^} you fhall 
<' Jcnow9<-*-but kt it. go no fiirther,-^a gre^f 
" . fecrct— :five hundred a year ,to begin with.-^; 
^^ :My lolrd's word of honour for. it — ^His lord- 
*< (hip took me down in his own chariot yefter- 
'^ day^ and we bad a tete-a-tete dinner in the 
^^ country ; where we talked of nothing elfe.'*^ 
" I fancy- you forgot, fir," cried I, ** you tol^ 
^^ us. but this moment of your dining yefterday, 
^« .in town !" " Did I fay fo i"* replied he 
cooly. , ^ Xo he fure if 1 faid fo it W2ls fo.— 
^< Dined in town : egad, now I do remember I 
<^ did dine, in town : but I dined in the coun- 
^^ try too :. for you muft know, my boys;^ I 
<< eat two dinners. By the bye, I am grown 
as nice as the devil in my eating. Til tell 
you a pleafant affair about that : we were a 
*' fdefl: party-of us to dine at lady Grpgram's, 
<^ an affected piece, but let it go no farther ^ 
<« 4 fecrct : Well, lays T^ TU hold ^'thoufand 
f^.guutlB^ 9x4:^y Aqm&x&^ that^-£ut^ dear ^ 
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^ Charles, you are an honeft creature, lenrf 
** me half a crowii for a minute.or two, or {oy 
** }M& till — But hark'e, afk me for it the next 

• • • 

'* time we meet, or it may be twenty to one 
" but I forget to pay you." 

Wh E N he left us, our converfation naturally 
f utned upon fo extraordinary a charadter. *« His 
«* very drefs," cries my friend, *• is not lefi 
-** extraordinary than his condud. If you meet 
" him this day, you find him in rags; if the 
«' next, in embroidery. With thofe pcrfons of 
« diftinfiion, of whom he talks fo familiarly, 
** he has fcarcc a cofFec-houfe acquaintance. 
^ However, both for the interefts of fociety, 
** and perhaps for his own, Heaven has made 
*• him poor ; and, while all the world perceives 
** his wants, he fancies them concealed from 
'* every eye. An agreeable companion, be- 
<* caufehe iinderftands flattery; and all mufl 
** be ptcafed with the firft part of his corwerfa- 
" tion, tho' all are fure of its ending with a - 
" demand* on their purfe. While his youth 
** countenances the levity of hrs conduft, he 
•* may thus earn a precarious fubfiftance ; but, 
«« when age comes on, the gravity of which 
« is incompatible wkh buffoonery, then will 
^* he And himfclf forfaken by all. Condemned^ 

ft • 
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*< in the decline of life to hang upon fome 
^< rich family v^hom he once defpifed, there to 
^< undergo all the ingenuity^ of ftudied con- 
^^ tempt; to be employed only as a fpy upon 
*^ the fervants, or a biig-bear to fright children 
*Mntoduty." 
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T HER £ ore fome acquaintdnces yvismn it 
is no eafy matter to fliake ofF. My little 
beau yefterday overtook me again in one of the 
public walks, and, flapping me on the fboulder, 
faluted me with an air of the moft perfed fa« 
miliarity. His drefs was the fame as ufual, ex- 
cept that he had more powder in his hair 3 wore 
a dirtier fhirt, and had on a pair of temple fpec- 
tacleS) and his hat under his arm. 



As I knew him to be an harmlefs amufing 
little thing, I could not return his fmiles with 
any degree of feverity ; fo we walked forward 
on terms of the utmoft intimacy, and in a few 
minutes difcufled all the ufual topics prelimi- 
nary to particular converfation. 

I . . t^ '- 'i 
The oddities that marked his charaAer, 

however, foon began to appear; he bowed to 

feveral well-drefled perfons, who, by their mw- 

ner of returning the compliment, appeared 

perfe£l ftrangers. At intervals he drew out a 

pocket-book) feeming to take memorandunM 
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faefioie all the compaiiy with much iaiportatic^d 
and affiduit]^ In this manner h« led mc thnwigft 
the leo^th of the whole. Mall, fretting at hii 
abfnnii^Dfs^ aiu) fancying myfeif liuighci at a^ 
Hoell as ht by every ^pe£kat<M'« 

Wtibn wewei« gof t# dieeiKlof our pro- 
eeflioic, <«< Blaft mo," crioB Itt, >¥tth an aif of 
vivacity^ «<• I rwven fsm A& Papk lb thin in* Vn^ 
^ Bfe before f thcre-'s no- company a^ s^I to^fi 
•^ Not a ii'ngle fiitte^.tcy be ften."" «• Nb oonf-^ 
^ pmyV*' inteiniiitocl t poevjfldyj «< nousbnt- 
^ pany «rbcr» ^10 ]• fuck a^cmwtll Why,' 
M mon^ theses ie tdo- mick.v What asetUtt 
^ tii^(|nd» thli^bflM^bMffiimgbklg at ua but 
(V company t"^ ^ lMiy'Ayt4itajt^^ 9^^ 
he, with the utmoft good humour, ** you feem 
^ iiflnieifai)^ chagnned-} but,, blai^ina, ^wben 
f< the world lamghsat me^ I laagK at liie worklj 
^ and fo wjp arei aven* My lord Trip^ Bill 
^^ Squaihy the Creolian, and I, fometimea 
*^ make a party at being ridiculous ; andfowa 
<< &Y and do a thoufand things for the joke 
*< fake. But I fee your are grave ; and if you 
^^ are for a fine grave fentimental companion,. 
<< you fhall dine with my wife to day > imuA 
" infiflon't; I'll introduce you to Mrs. Tibbs, 
** a lady of as elegant qualifvcatiOAfir ai& ^.^ vcw 
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^ nature; Ike was bred, but that's between 
** oudelves, under the infpedion of the coun- 
** tefs of Shoreditch. A charming body of 
V voice ! But no more of that, (he fliali give 
<< us a fong. Ypu ihall fee my Httle girl too, 
*< Carolina Wilhelma Amelia Tibbs, a fweet 
^^ pretty creature; I deiign her for my lord 
** Drumftick's eldeft fon ; but that's in friend- 
** fliip, let it go no fiuther; (he's but fix years 
f * old, and yet ihe walks a minuet, and plays 
^^ on the guittair immenfely already. I intend 
*^ ihe ihall be as perfe£k as poffible in every ae- 
^< compUlhment. In the firft place. Til make 
*< her a fchorar ; . I'll teach her Greek myfelf, 
*< and I intend to lejurn that language purpofely 
U to inftnift her) but let that be a fecretv" 

Thus faying, without waiting for a reply, 
be took me by the arm and hauled me along. 
We pafTed through many dark alleys and wind«» 
ing ways ; for, from fome motives to me un- 
known, be fcemed to have a particular averfioa 
to every frequented ftreet ; at laft, however, 
we got to the door of a difmal looking houfe in 
the outlets of the town, where he informed me 
be chofe to refide for the benefit of the air. 

We entered the lower door, which feemed 
^fcr to lie moA hofpitab\y opeiv •, ;«v^ 1 \>^^g»a 
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1:0 afcend an old and creaking fhiir-cafe ; when, 
as he mounted to fliew me the way, he de- 
manded, whether I delighted in profpedts ; to 
which anfwcring in the affirmative, " Then,** 
fays he, ** I fhali fhew you one of the moft 
« charming out of my windows ; we Ihall fee 
*« the fbips failing, and the whole country for 
*< .twenty miles round, tip top, quite high. 
" My lord Swamp would give ten thoufand 
<< guineas for fuch a one ; but, as I fometimes 
<< pleafantly tell him, I always love to keep 
*' my profpefis at home, that my friends may 
•* come to fee me the oftener." 

By this time we were arrived as high as the 
flairs would permit us to afcend, till we cdme 
to what he was facetiouily pleafed to call the 
ikft floor down the chhnney ; and knocking at 
ti^t door, a. voice, with a Scotch accent, from 
wathm^ demanded, " Wha's there ?" My con- 
duSor anfwered, that it was him. But this not 
fatisfying the querift, the voice again repeated 
the demand ; to which he anfwered louder 
than before, and now the door was opened by 
an old maid fervant with cautious reludlance. ' 

. W n £ N we wens got ki, he welcomed me to 
Us houfe witb great ceremony^ ^xv^ \^x^Ni^Ci^^^ 
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the old woman, alked where her la4y was, 
<< Good troth," replied (he in the northern di* 
Aledt, <' ihe's wafliing your twa fliirts at the 
^ next door, foecaufe they have taken an oath 
^< againft lending out the tub any longer." 
^^ Mytwoihirts I"* cries he in a tone that fiHil^ 
tered with confufion, <^ what does the ideet 
V mean?" " I ken what I mean well enough,** 
replied the other ; ^^ fhe's wafliing your twa 
" jlhirts at the next door, becaufe'-— <* Fire and 
** fury, no more of thy^upid explanations," 
cried be.«— << Go and inform her we have got 
'* company. Were that Scotch hag,** contf-^ 
nued he, turning to me, '* to be for ever in 
" my family, fhe would never leam politenefs, 
<' nor forget that abfurd pbifbnous. accent of 
" her's, or teftify the .finallcft fpedmen of 
^^ breeding or hjgh-life ;.;and yet it is veiy fuF^ 
.** ,pri3suig too, as I had herefrom aiparliaaicnt 
L ;j| f- >'. man, a friend of mine, from the Highlandi( 

*Vone.of the. politeft mcn'in the world; bot^^ 
« that-s a fecrct." ^ 

. ■ . 

■ Wfi waited feme tunc for Mrs* Tibhs's ari 

rival, during which'interval I had a full bppodw- 

tunity of furveying the chamber and all its fur- 

fSliture:} whi^h'COiifiAed'of four chairs Afith old 

'^^ghtbOtCom«>'. tfaatfae affiurcd mewert hn 
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miie^ embrbideiy.; gi fquair table-dia been 
once jtqpscnned^ B'Cradie in one corner, alum^ 
1>enng cabinet iA ^bfe other. ; : a broiren fiiep* 
iierde&y' aad -a Maadarihe without an head", 
4irere ftock ev«r the chimney.; and rMnd the 
^^Ik^Tev^ paitty, imfruned pu3:ures, which 
4ie :ob(erv«d were ail of 'hk own drawing^ 
*•« What do you think. Sir, of that htfad in 
*< the conMr, done in the manner o»f Glifoni ? 
'** There's the true keeping in it ; its 4ny own 
*<< face ; and, though 'th^re happens to be nb 
-<( likenefe, a <:ountef8 ofltved me an hundred 
«< for its fellow: I refufed JM^r, for, hang it, 
*< that would be mechanical you know." 



: I ■ ; '- 



■■ ' THir wtft, Athift,^m^eherap{!|^ra)ice; «t 

^ofice a R^tittii arid i igidijuet $ niucli ernacwted, 

Imt ftiil cariying tiie 'remains «f beauty. Sh^ 

«tiade twenty apologies for being ieen in ftich 

•«fl 'odious <difhabille, but hoped to be excufed, 

!^:^ Am kttd^^/brid dut ^l^^iight^'Vauxhall Gar- 

► :4dfert8 TfTfth *the- icountefe, who vto exceffively 

^nd'<>Ftih^t)0i*n9» ** And^ indeed, my dear,*' 

added (he, turning to- her^Hifljaird-, hi^ lordifhip 

jdrank your health in a bumper." ** Poor Jack," 

cries he, ** a dear good-natured creature, I 

<* know he loves me; but I hope, my dear, 

.*^ youiwe^ivcn orders for dina'crV'^^^'csRw^ 
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'< make no great preparations neither, there are 
*^ biit three of us ; fomething elegant, and 
<' little will do ; a turbot, an oitolan, or a — •" 
^< Or what do you think, my dear^ interrupts 
the 'wif«, <^ of a nice pretty bit of ox-cheek, 
*^ piping hot, and drefied with a little of .my 
*' own fauce ?" — ^' The very thing," replies 
he ; <^ it will eat beft with feme fmart bottled 
*' beer ; but be fureto let's have the fauce his 
^^ grace was (b fond of. I hate your imm^nfe 
^^ loads of meat; that is country all over-; 
*' extreme difgufting to thofe who are in the 
^* leaft acquainted with high-life." 

By this time ray curiofity began to abate, 
and my appetite to enereafe'; the company of 
fools may at firftmake us fiAile, but at laft. ne- 
ver fails of ren4eritlg us melancholy. I therer 
fore pretended to recollect a prior engagement, 
and, after having ihewn my refpe£t to the houfe, 
by giving the old fprvant a piece W inbi^.ajt 
the door,- 1 took my leave ; Mr. Tjbbs aflurjifg 
me, that dinner, if I ftaid, would be ready ^ 
leaft in leis than two hours. 
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AS It has been obferved ihat few are bettef 
qualified to give others advice, than thofe 

who have taken the Jeaft of it themfelves : fo 

"'■ . 

*in4his refpeiJf I fold ftiyfelf pcrfeiSly authorized 
to offer minej and muft take leave to throw to- 
gether a few obfervations upon that part of k 
young man's conduct on his entering into lilb 
as it is called. 

The moft ufual way among young men who 

iis^ye no refolution of their own^ is firft to afk 

one friend's advice, and follow it for foihe time; 

then to afk advice ©f another, and turn tq that; 

fo of a third, ftill unfleady^ always changing. 

However, every change of this nature 'is for 

j|- the worfe j people may tell you of your being; 

• . u^fitfor fome peculiar occupations in life j' but 

.heed them not ; whatever employment you fol- 

low with . perfcverance and affiduity, will be 

found fit for you j it will be your fupffeft m 

youth and comfort in age. In learning the ufe- 

.fiil part of every profbffion, very moderate'abi* 

F litiea 
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Ihieswill fufice: ^reat abilities are generally 
obnoxious to the poffeflbrs. Life has been com- 
pared te « race; hut the^lufion ftiU improves, 
by obferving, that the moft fwift are ever the 
xnoftaptlo ilrayfrom the courfe. 

To know one profeffion only, is enough for 
•one man to know j and this, whatever the pro-, 
feflbrs may tell you to the contrary, is foon 
learned. Be contented, therefore, with one 
,good employment ; for if you underftand two 
at a time, people will give you bufinefs in nei- 
ther. 

A CONJURER and a taylor once happened 
to converfe together. ** Alas !" cries the tay- 
lor, ** what an imhappy |)oor creature imi 11 
** If people ever take it into their heads to five 
** without cloaths I am undone; I have no 
•** ^ther trade to have recourfeto." ** Indeed^ 
•* friend, I pity you fincerely,*' replies the con- 
jurer; ** but, thank Heaven, things are not 
."•* quite fo bad with me ; for, if one trick 
•^^ (hould fail. I have an hundred tricks more 
for them yet. However, if at anytime you 
are reduced to beggary, apply to me, and I 
. ^ will relieve you." A fanrinc overfjpread 'the 
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^andj the taylormadea fhift to live, becaufe 
)iis <:uftomeiFS could not be without cloaths ; 
but the poqr conjurer^ with all his hundred 
tricks, coul4 find none that had money to throw 
away : is was in vain [that he promifed to eat 
fire, or to yopijt pins- ; lio fingle creature would 
^relieve Sfxn,, till ht was at laft obliged to beg 
irom the very taylor whofc calling he had for- 
merly deifpifed, ... 






TheR.-^ arc no dbftruftions more fataj to 
fortune than pride andrefentment^ If yoii muft 
j-efent injuries at all, at leaft fupprefs your.inj- 
dignaticfn till you become rkh, Jtnd then flic^ 
;away. ThfiTref0jDitment of a :poor man is likfc 
the eiFort§ oP^rh^Tmlef^ini^to fting ; it may 
^et hiisi Gr]uAied>; but ciUinot defend him. Who 
: values t;faai; anger which is confuoiedionly in 
empty menaces I ■ 

^ Om^c,b upon a tisij? a:gOPfe f^d its young by 
..II p9i)d if4ei and. a gopfe^ in.fuch circum- 
/^ances, i§^bM^s.|^trefipiely.prpud% und excef- 
• *^ve^y .punfiilious^ : If any otfeer ai>im^^ witk- 
^cut the lead 49fvgn ^o o^eni, happened to pafs 
. that way, the goofe wgs immediatejiy at it. T^e 
fK>nd9 {hefaid>iV7!ashers, and ih^:\^ould main- 

F 2 ta.la 
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leain her right in it, - and fitppott her "honotir, 
while fhe iiad a bill to hifs, or '« wing to?fitiN 
«ter. in this manner flie -dro^e away dticks^ 
^igs, anfi chickeha;^ tiajis ev«a die inikUoos cat 
^tns feen to'fcampar. .A4ounging mflLftiJf, how-^ 
ever, h^^Mmied to ^ifs by, a;nd tbougbf it no 
jMm if he ihould lap a little of the' water, a) 
he !/«» ' Airfty. The guandian godfe 'Ae# ak 
him like a fury, pecked at him-witither beakv 
^nd flapped him with her feathers. The dog 
fgrew angry, and hadtwenty-tbnes anikid to 
^ve her a'fly fiiop ; tdtt' fiipj^refllng in^ indigo 
<fiation, becaufehis malfter was-m^h, ^< A pek 
'#« take thee," cries i he^ ''^ 'for a fool, furethofe 
'^^ (who'faaAre neidiep ifaftngth-itor^weapons'tb 
^« tfight, at( ieaft KbiMild be idvil/' So '%m^, 
iie^wem forwsfipd to As ^^p^kid, cpVenched-hiii 
fthrrft, >iji'''^ffite 'of the- goofe, and fettdwed -hn 
mailer. 

' 'Anot«[£«- obftru£lk)n ' to ^-the fortune of 
-youth is, that, while tfa^y- are willing to taEe 
-offence from iioin^^ - Aey-^tre dfo^equally de)i« 
-tous of giving fli6bd^ 6ScMti From heii^ 
' they eirdtav(Hu^ to'|dei^e^l> 'COHi^jrwitfreve^y 
jrequdt,'tt|d MeB)^tO'(b!#th(Jiri<21ves^ evtty 
company i fhme 4io ^HH ^ ' thi^ir - bWn ^ hvkf 

lite 



like wcp^»sQtfchreydry: coniigiious impceffion*. 
JB)[-tbliP>attimgti0g.t6t.giye univedkl fiiti^fac^ 
tM>tkiiA}f»yM l»ftiW.th«niiilvfi& miferabiy-aii^ 
i|^>9ix|tcd i^ ia : hsi\ig,thekpm&[djity. of admirers 
on}Otir.ride».H irfui^uctecftto atttm{»t pleafinga. 

A PAi-NTE-R of eminence. was: once refolved 
to fihifh a. piece which fhould pleafe.the whole 
world. When, therefore, he had drawn a 
fddure, in which his utmoft.fkill was exhauft- 
•d, it was exppfed in the public market-place^. 
with diredions at th& bottom for every fpedhi* 
tor to mark with a. brufh, . that lay by, every; 
limb and feature which feemed erroneous. The 
fpe£kators came, . and^ in general, applauded ; 
but each wilting to Aew his talent at criticifm, 
ftigmatized whatever-he thought- proper. At 
evening, wl^n the painter came,. he was mor- 
tified to. find the piflure one. univerfal blot; 
not a fingle ftroke that had not the marks of 
difapprobation. Not fatisficd with this trial, 
tbe next dajr he was refolved ta try them in a 
different manner ; and expofing his pidure as 
before, deflred that every fpe<Siator would mark 
thofe beauties he approved or admired. The 
people .cQOipIied, ai^d the artiil returning, found 
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his picture covered with the marks of beauty i 
every ftroke that had been yefterday condem.- 
^ned, now received, the character of a^roba- 
tion. '^ Weiy cries the painter,' ** I now 
^< find, that the heft way to pleaie all the 
•* world is to attempt pleafing one half of 



" it." 
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ESSAY XIIL 



INDULGENT' nature feems to have ex- 
empted this ifland from many of thofe epi- 
demic evils which are fo fatal in other parts 
of the world. A want of rain for a few days 
beyond the cxpefted feafon, in fome parts of 
the globe, fpreads famine, defolation, and tei*- 
jror, over the whole country; but, in this for- 
tunate land of Britain, the inhabitant courts 
Health in every breeze, and the hufbandmah 
. tver (oyrs in joyful expectation. 

But, though the nation be exempt from, 
zeal evils, it is not more happy on this account 
than others. The people are affli£led, it is 
true, with neither famme nor peftilence j but 
. then there is a difordier peculiar to the country, 
which every feafon makes ftrange ravages among 
them ; it fpreads with peftilential rapidity, and 
infers almoff every, rank of people ; what is ftill 
more ftrange, the natives have no name for this 
peculiar malady, though well known to fo- 
reign phyficians by the appellation of Epidemic 
Terror. 

F \ ^%\.K'^^S^ 
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AsEAsoKis never known to pafs in 'which 
thej)eople are not yiiited by this cruel calamit]r 
in 'Orit?^ ibape or another^ feemingly- different, 
though ever the fame ; one year it iffues from 
a baker's (hop in the fhapc of a fixpenny loa^ 
the next it takes the appearance of a comet with 
a fiery tail, the third it threatens like a flar- 
bottomed boat, and the fourth it carries con* 
fternation in the bite of a mad dog. The peor 
pie,, when once infected, lofe their relifh fpr 
happineft, fauntcr about with looks of defpon- 
dknce, afk after the calamities of the day, and 
receive no. comfort biit in heigluening each 
ether's diSrefs, It is. infignificfiant how remo^ 
or near, how weak or pfowerfuf^ tKe oBj'eft of. 
terror may. be,, when once they refolve to fright 
and be fritted i the mcreft trifles foWconfter- 
nation- and dlfm'a'y; each proj¥>rtibns Kis fears, 
not to the objeft,^ hik tb the. dread.' £c difco- 
vers in the countenance of otjiers ; for, when 
once the fermentation is begun, it goes on of 
ttfelf, though th^ original caufe be difconti- 
nued'which fvft fet it im motion. 

A DREAD of mad dogs is the epidemic ter- 
ror which now prevails, and the whole nation 
is at prefent a6^uaUy groaniilg under the' malig- 
. nitY of its iaftuenccc The people fally from 
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tkeir hbufcariHriA tha^ cii:ctt»iiH?<ftiofl w&i€h*is>^ 
prudent in^fuch as expea>2£ mad-dog ^t evcrjr^ 
turning. . The phyfician^publiflies his prefcrip- 
t3adl^-tK€J>«adfe-pr«F»fie» hiajb aftw 

•f.tamfiiid br«varj9 a^iniibieinielves with boot^ 
and biiiF gioiter, in order to f^fre the ^nemy if- 
he ihi)ulctid&]r!-tO'ittta()lL them. In^jfboFt, t^e ^ 
wih(4^ pcqpte AfLOj^ bJcaY^ly upon their defence,,, 
and'feeni^: by .theii^prejEcnt: ijwity to iJiiew a ten 
f^fadcm oEiiking^^uiiely bit < by rand dogs 4^1^^^ 
linger.:.:;'.- 

TH£iR<:Tnanm:r of knowing whether a dog^ 
be mad .or xiOf fosnewhat rifecnbles the antienx; 
®oiihtc vcuftdm . of . trying witches. Tiie dd'- 
\^man..&»rp^£bx]iWa5. tied hand ^nii folot^and:" 
thiMmi into:thfir-wate22» • If ihe fwani^ thm&e^ 
wasinftanidy carried o&'to be biirntfQza.wftcfa.^ . 
i£i flie.iunk, thenindeed ihe was acquitted of;; 
the chatty but.xlrdwnjed in the expctimcintv 
Illith^iuneiiianiier a.orowd gather ix>Mnil a'dog^ 
fvfyeSkci'.atiiiBdneb'y and thiiy b^iaby.tj^'i^ 
tho^'delio^t«d ajojinal on .every: fi4^•<^• V h^ ^X-^} 
teo^lits to iftandt i|po(n.the .defenfive, .aa4 bi^te^. 
then is hoL juhanimouEy found guilty.^ fos << A 
^^ mad dog always fnapis at every thing." If, 
on the cfmtrary^ he ftrivcs to efcape by running 
away, jhen he.can expefl: no compaflion, " for 

• ' F 5 v^ \ssc^ 
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« mad dogs always run-ftraight forward before 
« them." 



It is pleafant enough for a neutral being like 
me, who have no ihaTe in thofe ideal calami^ 
ties, to mark the ilages of this national difeafe; 
The terror at firft feebly enters: with a ^bo* 
garded ftory of a little dog, that had gone 
thrbugh a neighbouring village, which waa 
thought to be mad by feveral \dio had feen bim.. 
The next account comes, that a maftiff ran 
through a certain town, and had bit jfive geefe^ 
which immediately ran' mad, foamed at the 
bill, and died in great agonies foon after, 
Then comes an affedling hiftory of a little boy 
bit in the leg, and gone down to be dipped in 
the fait water. When the people have fuffici- 
ently fhuddered at that, they are next con- 
gealed with a frightful account of a maa who 
was faid lately to have died from a bite be had 
received fome years before.. This relation only 
prepares the way for another, ftill more hide- 
out ; as how the mailer of a family, with feven. 
fmall children, were all bit by a mad lap-dog;, 
and how the poor father firft perceived the in- 
fe^ion by calling for a draught of water, where 
he faw the lap-dog fwimming in the cup, .... 

. . - WftEll 
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Wh e n epidemic terror is thus once excited, 
Cjyery morning comes loaded with fome new dif- 
after ^ as in ftories of ghofts each loves to hear 
the account, though it only ferves to make him 
uneafy^ fo here each liftens with eagcrnefs, 
and adds to the tidings with new circumftances 
of peculiar horror. A lady, for inftance, in 
the count)^, of very weak nerves, h^s been 
frighted by ,the barking of a dog ; and this, 
alas ! too frequently happens. The ftory foon 
is improved and ipreads, that a mad dog had 
frighted a lady of diftinftion. Thefc circum- 
flances begin, ta grow ^terrible before they have 
reached the neighbouring village; and there 
the report is, that a lady of quality was bit by 
a mad maftifF. This account every moment 
gathers new ftrength, and grows more djfmal 
as it approaches the capital ; and, by the time 
it has arrived in town, the lady is defcribed 
with wild eyes, foaming mouth, running mad 
upon all four, barking like a dog, biting her 
fervants, and at laft fmothered between two 
beds by the advice of her doftors ; while the 
mad maftiff is, in the mean time, ranging the 
whole country over, flavering at the mouth 
and £:eking whom he may devour. 

F 6 'My 
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My landlady, a good-natured woman, but 
a little credulous, waked me ibme mornings 
ago, bc^foi-e the ufual hour, with horror an J 
alonifhment in her looks. She defited nieV 
if I had any regard for my fafety, to keep- 
within; for, a few days ago. To difinal an ac- 
cident had happened, as to put all" tile WY)rT<l 
upon their guard. A mad dbg dOwn in thfe 
country,, (he aflurcd ntc. Rid bff a farmer, wh6> 
foon becoming mad-, raii-fnto his own yard aril! 
bit a fine brindled coW) the cow qaickly be- 
came as mad as the man, began to foam at tH& * 
niouth, and raifmg herfelf up, Walked sCbQ'iit 

4>n her hiud legs, fometlmes barking like ^ dog^ 

• 

and fometimes attempting f o talk likt the far- 
nier. Upon examining the grounds of thtS 
It^fy, I found my landlady had it from one^ 
neighbour) who had it fron^ anbth^r neigh- 
boujr, who heard it from very good authority. 

Wfifttf rtioft ffories of this nature ^iSU ejf- 
aAlined^ it would be found that nuOibl^rs df 
fuCh'as have been faid to fiiflcr were no wa j^ 
ijljuied 3 and that c£ thofe who have been a£^u- 
fifty bitten, not one in a hxmdred was bit by a 
mad dog. Such accounts ia geheraT, th^i^-^ 
fofe» only ferve to make the people nuferabie 

by 
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by fiiMe terrors, and fometimes fright the pa^ - 
tient into a£htal phrenzy, by» creating thoft 

very fympton^they-pt^tended to deplore. 

.-'•'.■ ' . ": ^ . ' 

BtT'T'eVeiralfowinif thrreorfour-fb ^iii i^ 
(eafoir.of tbis tcrrftte death - (and fokr is pro*-.. 
bably too large a conccfEon) yet ftill itTs not 
confidered, how many, are preferved in theiri- 
health and in their property by this devoted.! 
amtnal's fervices. The-dtdnight robber is kept, 
at a diftance ; the infidious thief is often de- 
tected ; the healthful chace repairs many a^^. 
worn . conftitution ; and th^ poor man find$ in , 
his dog a. willing aiHflant, eager to lefTen hi$-v 
toil, ^and content with the fmalleft retribution.. 
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*< A Doa, fays one .of thq.Engliib poets, 
^ is an honeft creature, and I am a* friend to <^ 
« dogs." Of all the beafts that graze the lawn - 
or hunt the foreft, a dog is the only animal,, 
that, leaving hia fellows, attempts to cultivate 
the friendihip of man ; to man he looks, in all ^ 
his ^rtefeiBti^s, with a fpeaking eye for affift- 
ance J . exertJSy. for him, all the little fervice in 
his power with chearfulncfs and pleafure ; for 
him bears famine and fatigue with patience and . 
refignation ; no injuries can abate his fidelity ; 
no diftrefs induce him to forfake his benefador ; 
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ftudtous to pleafe, and fearing to offend, he is 
ftUl an humble, ftedfaft dependant; and in him 
alone fawning is not flatteiy. How unkind 
then to torture this faithful creature, who ha$ 
left the foreft to claim the protection of man ! 
How ungrateful a return to the truilj animal for 
all its fervices I 
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ESSAY XIV. 



AG £, that leiTens the enjoyment of life^ 
encreafes our defire of living. Thofe 
dangers wfaich^ in the vigour of youth> we 
had:Iearribd to d^fpife^ aflume new terrors as. 
we grow old. Our caution encreafing as our 
years encreafe^ fear becomes atlaft the prevail- 
ing paffion of the mind -, and the fmall remain* 
der of life is taken up in ufelefs efforts to keep 
off our end^ or provide fox a continued exift-^ 
eace.. 

Strange contradiction in our nature^ ancF 
to which even the wife are liable ! If I fhould 
jjudge of that part of life which lies before me 
by that which I have already feen, the profpeCl. 
is hideous. Experience tells me, that my paft 
enjoyments have brought no real felicity 3 and 
fenfation aflures me^ that thofe I have felt are 
' ftronger than thofe which are yet to come* 
Yet experience and fenfation in vain pcrfuade ; 
bop6, more powerful than either, drefies out 
the diftant profped): in fancied beauty, fome 
bappinefs, in long perfpe6live^ ftill beckons me 
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to purfuc ; and, like a loflng gamefter, evejy. 
new difappointment encreafes my ardour to conr- 
tinue.the gameu '] 

WHEKCE-then is this encreafcdloVcof life, 

v^idi-gv0M^ upon 08 wixh oiir ycstr^V '^HteMcc 

CDiaes'it, that W' thus JMiziar ffKiaartSotfk 4» 

pi«forv«oar exifteiice^.ata :prri/akl wfaeait he*.' 

oooiM fc^ite. worth; tiiQ kotpkigi ' isrii.diatl 

HirtttQDt attentive fothv prefet-vation of raaa<« 

kind^ eticr&atefr ouf -wifhes to live, .'wdnie jBi& 

leflens our enjoymei^ls ;^aiuf; a$ jfee lobs-.the. 

filfifes of Gv^ry plekTuro, equips iitiaginatlon m • 

the ipoil I Life would be infuppgrcaUe to atv : 

0I4 man, who, loaded with infirmities, .f6as:ed>- 

d^ath no more than when in the vigour bf.man- • 

hood ; t^ numbcrtefs- ciitaaiities. oT'de^yiJig 

m^urc, )Uid th^ cofifctoufioefe of furviving every t 

I^cafure^ .would ac once induce hw? wkkfeie^;; 

own, handy to. tefminete the deDe ol itdteyj^. 

but happily the contempt of de^tfafor&kfttji^l 

at a time when it could only be pre}udieia|}V'. 

an4 iik acquires an imaginary value, in pro*. 

pertioA.^s its real value is no more. 

O UR: attachment to every ob^ aeound jbw^ 
cMreafes, in general, from, the length of our 
acquaintance wkh it. *? I WQuld not.chufe,"^ 
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fays a French philoTdpher, « to fee an o]d-poil| 
*• pulled up with which I had been long aci 
quainted." A mind long habituated to a certaiil^ 
fet of objeds, infenfibly b^omes fond offeeirfg 
them ; viflts them from habit, and pait»- ttcfth 
them with relu Aance : from^ benoe proceeds tfSb 
avarice of die old in every kind of poflHBbit'; 
diey love the world and all that' it prodoeei';! 
they love life and all' it9 advantages-; norb^ 
caufe tt gives- them' pleafiire, bu€ bocaufe they 
have known it'Ibng^ 

throne of China, commanded that all wto^esM 
iinjuftly detained in prifon, during the pre* 
ce^htg*i«tgft$$ ffioiM be fe« flW iAniiMg Ae 
mmiiVei' wha catite td thanle ^SiwdkUHmt^ oh 

tuis^ octanon, diere* appeared ii* -rttajMK> ^nnL 
niati'i wfio; hKng- ar tk& «mper6p% Ae^, wi- 
dttmmn7is.'mis9tB': «''Gi^t'fttHte'«0e)il- 
***/^*f ,Defarfd a-wretch, nbwetghty-fiWyea^ 
•«^ cad$ who was fhut up in- a' dungeon at thte 
" age of twenty-two. I was imprifened, th^* 
•* a ftranger to crime, or without being even 
" confronted by my accufers* I have now 
** lived in^ folitude and darknefs for more thah 
•^ fifty years, and ani grown familiar with di- 
*♦ ftrefs. As ypt dazzled with the fplendoucr 
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^ of that fun to which you have rcftored mc^ 
* I have been wandering the ftreets to find out 
fome friend that would affift, or rcjlieve, or 
** remember me j but my fjciends^ my. family^ 
<* and relations, are all dead, and I am forgotr 

.•• ten. Permit me then, O Chinvang, to wear 
•* out the wretched remains of life iamy. forr 
** mcl" prifon ; the walls, of my dungeon are to 

i<< me more pleafing than the moft fplendid par 

•*< lace : I have not long to live, and {hall, be 
** unhappy except I (pend the reft of my day^ 
** where my youth was pafled 5 in that prifon 

«^^ frofri whjfincc you were gleafed to rekafe 
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t ['T»Z::6id (1^*8 paffion for confinement &- 
: iimilar to tbat we alt have for life» We are ha- 
.'bituated to the prifon, we look round with dif-- 
.content, are difpleafed with the abode, and yet 
.the length of our captivity only encreafea our 
fondnefa for the cell. The trees we ha^ye 
planted, the houfes we have built, or the.po- 
fterity we have begotten, all ferve to bind u 
clofer to earth, and embitter our partin/ 
Life fues the young like a new acquaintance 
the companion, as yet unexhaufted, is at or 
.snfttUiSlive and amuiing; it's company pleaf 
• yet, for all t;bis, it is but little regarded. 
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lis, who are declined in years, life appears like 
ah old friend ; its jefts have been anticipated iii 
former cbnverfetion ; it has no new ftoiy to 
fnakc us fmile, no new improvement with 
which to furprize, yetftill we love it; deftitut^ 
oif eveiy enjoyment, ftill we love it.; hufband 
the wafting treafure with encreafing frugality^ 
and feel all the poignancy of anguifh in the fa- 
tal reparation. 

Sir Phiup Mordaunt was young, 
beautiful, fincere, brave, an Englifhman. He 
had a complete fortune of his own, and the 
love of the king his mafter, which was equi- 
valent to riches. Life opened all her treafures 
before him, and promifed a long fucceffion of 
future happinefs. He came, tafted of the en- 
tertainment, but was difgufted even at the be- 
ginning. He profefTed an averllon to living ; 
was tired of walking round the fame circle $ 
had tried every enjoyment, and found them all 
grow weaker at every repetition. " If life be, 
♦* in youth, fo difpleafing," cried he to him- 
felf, '' what will it appear when age comes 
<* on ; if it be at prefent indifferent, fure it 
** will then be execrable." This thought em- 
bittered every refledlion ; till, at laft, with all 
the ferenity of perverted reafon, he ended the 
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debate with zpiftol.! Had'thi$'ielf-dduded,inaa 
1>ecn'appri{B6d,. that exiftence grow3 mor^dt^ 
firable ta us the longer -we cxiSt^. he; wo^ld h,a\rr 
tfaua faced' old age without fbri^kj^ 5<.f hf 
:WOuM have boldly dared to live j, andieryed tha^ 
Ipoifty^ by, his future adNnky^} wbix^ be isi^rdy; 
kiju«Kl.bj.h«d«ferti«apw , . ; 
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ESSAY XV. 



FO R E I GN E R S obfervc that there are no 
ladies in the world "more beaatiful, or 
tnore ill drefled, than thofe of England. Our 
tx)untry-women have been compared to riiofe 
pi^res, where the face is, the work of a Ra^ 
phael; but tfie draperies thrown out byfome 
^mpty pretender,* deftitute of tafte, and entirely 
unacquainted with defign. 

-If I were a poet, I might obferve, on this 
-oceafion^ that fo much beauty^ fet off with all 
the advantajgea of drefs, would be too powerful 
an antagomft for the oppofite fex ; and therefore 
*it was wifely ordered, that our ladies (hould 
*want tafte, left their admirers fliould entireiy 
<waat ireafon. 

But to confcfs a fmdi, I -do not find th^y 
' have a greater averfton'to fine ck>aiji3 than the 
-wemen of any other cotintry whatfoever. -I 
^mti't fency that a ihopfceeper*s wife in Cheap- 
fide has a greater tendemefsfer the fbnune bf 
' tier buftftfid than a citittv^^Nfvfe^ 9m\\ Vst 
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that mifs in a boarding-fchool is more an oeco*^ 
nomift in drcfs than mademoifelle in a nun*^ 
nery^ 

Although Paris may be accounted the 
foil in which almoft every faihion takes its rift^ 
its influence is never fo general there as ^idi 
us. They ftudy there the happy method of 
uniting grace and fafhion, and never excufe a 
woman for being aukwardly drellcd^ by faying 
her cloaths are in the mode. A French woman 
is a perfei^ archite£t in drefs ; fhe never, witb 
Crothic ignorance, mixes the orders ; ihc nevc^ 
tricks out a fquabby Doric fhape with Corin- 
thian finery ; or, to fpeak without metaphor, 
(he conforms to general faihion only when it 
happens not to be repugnant to private beauty .^ 

« 

Th£ Engliih ladies, on the contrary, feem 
to have no odier ftandard of grace but the run 
of the town. If fafhion gives the word, ^vcjy 
diflinSion of beauty, complexion, or flature, 
ceafes. Sweeping trains, Pruffian bonnets, and 
trollopees, as like each other as if cut from the 
fame piece, level all to one flandard. Tt^e 
jMall, the gardens and playhoufes, are filled 
with ladies in uniform 3 and their whplej^ 
j>earance ihews as. little variety or tai&c t»,fi 



".»■ 



E S S A Y S. XI9 

their cloaths were befpoke by the colonel of a 
marching regiment, or fancied by the artift who 
drefles the three battalions of guards^ 

But not only the ladies of every ihape and 
complexion, but of every age too, are poflefled 
of this unaccountable paffion for levelling aH 
diftin<ftton in drefe. The lady of no quality 
travels faft behind the lady of fome quality ; 
and a Woman of lixty is as gaudy as her grand'- 
•daughter. A friend of mine,- a good-natured 
*oId man, amufed me, 4ihe other day, with an 
•account of his journey to the Mall. It rjcmsr, 
"in his walk thither, he, for fome time, followed 
•a lady who, as -he thought by her drcfs, was a 
^irl of fifteen. It was airy, elegant, and youthr- 
fiil. My old friend had called up all his poetry 
•on this occafion, and fancied twenty cupids 
prepared for execution in every folding of her 

• white negligee. He had prepared his imagina- 
tion for an angel's face ; but what was his mor- 
tification to find that the imaginary goddefs was 
•no other than his coufm Hannah, fome years 
elder than himfelf* 

• But to give it in his own words, ** Afler 
•• the tranfports of our firft falute," faid he. 
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- were over, I could not avoid ninning my 

* eye over her whole appearance. Her gown 
' was of cambrick, cut (hort before, in ordet 
' to difcovcr an high-heeled (hoe, which was 

^* buckled abnoft at the toe« Her capconfifted 
*^ of a few bits of cambrick, and flowers of 

* painted paper ftuck on one fide of her bead* 

- Her hofom, that had fiplt no hand but the 

* hand of time thefe twenty years, rofe, fu- 

- tng to be preiled. I could, indeed, have 
'^ wiihed her more than an handkerchief of 
•^ Paris net to fhade her beauties ; for, as Taflb 
** fays of the rofe-bud, ^ Quanto fi nofira men 
*< tanto epiu bella,' A female breaft is gene- 
*' rally thought moft beautiful as it is more 

•** fparingly difcovercd." 

*< As mycourinhadnotputonallthisixneq^ 
' *^ for nothing, &e was at that time (allying out 
*< to the Park, when I had overtaken her. Per* 
*^ ceiving,. however, thai I bad on my beftwigi 
«v ihe oi{ered, if I would 'fquire her there, |o 
^* . fend home the footman. Though I.MmU^ 
<< for our reception in public, yet I could not, 
** with any civility, refufej fo, to be as gallant 
«< as poffible,.! took herband in my. arm, and 
^ thus vfc narched^on together/' 

Whbit 
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Wbs^n we made our entry at the Park, two 
antiquated figures, fo polite and fo tender, foon 
attraded the eyes of the company^ As we 
made our way among crowds who were out to 
fliew thdr iinery as well as we, wherever we 
came, I cperceived we brought good-humour 
with us. The poHte qouM not forbear fmil* 
ing, and the vulgar burft out into a horfe-laugh 
«t ouf ^rotefque figures. Coufin Hannah, who 
was perfe^y conicious of the re£Utude of her 
tiwn appearance, attributed al^||^s mirth to the 
oddity of mine ; while I a» cordially placed the 
whole 16 her account. Thus, from being two 
of the beft*natured creatures alive, before we 
got half way up the Mall, we both began to 
grow peevifli, and, like two mice on a firings 
endeavoured to revenge the impertinence of 
others upon ourfidves. << I am amazed, coufin 
<« Jeffcry," fays mifs, «« that I can never get 
«< you to drefs like a Chriftian. I knew we 
^< ihould have the eyes of the Park upon us, 
** with your great wig, fo frizzled, and yet fo 
^' beggarly, and your monflxous muiF. I hate 
<« thofe odious muffs." I could have patiently 
borne a criticifm on all the reft of my equipage ; 
but, as I had sdways a peculiar veneration for 
my muff, I could not forbear being piqued a 
little i and throwing my eyes with a fsitcfuL ;x.u: 

G ^^ 
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on her bofbin, << I conld heartily wiih, madam,*' 
lejdied I, << ihat, for joar lake, my muflF was 
^* cut irito a tippet." 

As my couiin, 1^ this time, was grown hear- 
tily afliamed of her gentleman-uflier, and as I 
was never very fond of any kind of exhibition 
inyfelf, it was mutually agreed to retire for a 
while to one of the feats, and from that retreat 
remark on others as freely as they had remarked 
on us. ii^ 

When feated we continued filent for fome 
time, employed in very different fpeculations. 
I regarded the whole company, now paffing in 
review before me, as drawn out merely for my 
amufcment. For my entertainment the. beauty 
had, all that morning, been improving her 
charms; the beau had put -on lace, and the 
young doflor a big wig, merely to pleafe me. 
Jlut quite different were the fentiments of cou- 
fm Hannah ; fhe regarded every well-drefled 
woman as a vidorious rival ; hated every face 
that fcemed dreffed in good-humour, or Wore 
the appearance of greater happinefs than her 
own. I perceived her uneafinefs, and attempted 
to leffen it, by obferving that there was no corn- 
pan/ in the Park to day. To thk Skc readjljr 
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aflentcd i " and yet," fays (he, " it is full 
** enough of fcrubs of one kind or another/* 
My (miling at this obfervation gave her fpirits 
to purfue thehent of her inclination, apd now 
fhe began to exhibit her (kill in fecret hiftory, 
as flie found me difpofed toliften. <* Obfervc," 
fays fhc to me, '* that .old woman in taw- 
^' dry (ilk, and dreffed out beyond the fafhion. 
" That is Mifs Biddy Evergreen. Mifs Biddy, 
** it feems, has money; and as (he confiders 
•* that money was never fo fcarce as it is now, 
<* (he feems refolved to keep what flic has to 
*< herfelf. She is ugly enough, you fee ; yet, 
" I aflTure you, (he has refufed feveral offers, 
** to my own knowledge, within this twelve- 
*' month. Let me fee, three gentlemen from 
** Ireland who (hidy the law, two waiting cap- 
** tains, her doctor, and, and a Scotch preach- 
*< er, who had like to have carried her off. All 
** her time is paffed between ficknefs and finc- 
« ry. Thus (he fpends the whole week in a 
** clofe chamber, with no other company but 
** her monkey, her apothecary and cat ; and 
<* comes dreffed out to the Park every Sunday, 
<* to (hew her airs, to get new lovers, to catch 
"** a new cold, and to make new work for the 
« doaor. 

G 2 There 
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** .INHERE goes Mrs« Roundabout, 1 meai\ 
<' the fat laidy in the luteftring trollop^. Be* 
*' tween you and I, (he is but a cutler's wife. 
'' See how (he's dreiled, as fine as hands and 
^ pins can make her, while her two marriage- 
<< able daughters, like bunfers, in (hiff gowns, 
^' are now taking fixpennyworth of tea at the 
" Wliite-conduit-hoiife. Odious Fufs, how 
^* (he waddles aloiig, with her train two jrards 
^' behind her ! She puts me in mind of my 
^< lord Bantam's Indian (heep, which are 
** obliged to have'their monftrous tails trundled 
^* along in a*^go-cart. For all her airs, it goes 
** to her hufband's heart to fee four yards of 
** good luteftring wearing againft the ground, 
** like one of his knives on a grindftone. To 
<* fpeak my mind, coufin JeiFery, I never liked 
** thofe tails j for, fuppofe a young fellow 
•* (hould be rude, and the lady (hould offer to 
«< ftep back in the fright, inftead of retiring, 
** (he treads upon her train, and falls fairly on 
<< her back j and then you know, coufin,— 
** her cloaths may be fpoiled. 

<« Ah ! Mifs Mazzard ! I knew we (hould 
*< not mifs her in the Park ; (he in the mon- 
^< ftrous Pruffian bonnet. Mifs, though fo 
« ycry fine, was bred a millinery and might 
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'< have had fome cuftom if fhe had minded her 
«* bulinefs ; but the girl was fond of finery, 
« and, inftcad of dreffing her cuftomers, laid 
«< out all her goods in adorning herfelf. Every 
•* new gown fhe put on impaired her credit ; 
** fhe ftill, however, went on, improving her 
**. appearance and lefTening her little fortune, 
>* and is now, you fee, become a belle and a 
.« ^nkrupt." 

My coufm was proceeding in her remarks, 
which were interrupted by the approach of tha 
very lady (he had been fo freely defcribing* 
IVlifs had perceived her at a diftance, and ap- 
proached to falute her. I found, by the warmth 
9t. the two ladies proteftaxions, that they had 
^ei^ long intimate efteemed friends and ac- 
qu^n^tance. Both were fo ple^fed at tlys happy 
reACPUAter, that they were, reiiblved not to part 
for the day. So we all crofTed the Park togetber, 
«nd I faw them inta a bj»c]cney-coach at St. 
James's* 



G3 ESSAr 



[ 12S J 



ESSAY xvr. 
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WHERE Tauris lifts its head above the 
ftorm, and prefents nothing to the 
fight of the diftant traveller, but a profpeflE of 
nodding rocks, falling torrents, and all the va- 
riety of tremendous nature 5 on the bleak bo* 

■ 

fom of this frightful mountain, fecluded' from, 
fociety, and detefting the ways,^ of m^Uy lived 
A fern the Manhater. 

fl 

As EM had fpent his youth with men; had 
fliared in their amufements ; and had beeit 
taught to love his fellow-creatures with the 
moft ardent afFeftion : butj from the tendernefs 
of his difpofition, he exhaufted all his fortune 
in relieving the wants of the diftreffed. The 
petitioner never fued in vain ; the weary tra- 
veller never paffed his door ; he only deflfted 
from doing good when he had no longer the 
power of relieving. 

From a fortune thus fpent in benevolcncCt 
he expeded a grateful return from thofe he had 
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formerly relieved ; and made his application 
with confidence of redrefs : the ungrateful 
world foon grew weary of his importunity ) 
for pity is but a (hort-Iived paffion. He. foon, 
therefore, began to view mankind in a very 
dijBFerent light from that in which he had before 
beheld them : he perceived a thoufand vices 
he had never before fufpeAed to exift : where* 
ever he turned, ingratitude, dif&mulation and 
fireachery, contributed to increafe his deteftation 
of them. Refolved therefore to continue no 
longer in a world which he hated, and which 
repaid his deteftation with contempt, he retired 
to this region of fterility, in order to brood 
over his refentment in folttude, and converfe 
with .the only honeft heart he knew } namely, 
with bis own. 

• Agave was his only fheltcr from the in- 
clemency of the weather 5 fruits gathered with 
difficulty from the mountain's fide, his only 
food I and his drink was fetched with danger 
and toil from the headlong torrent. In this 
manner he lived, fequeftered from fociety, 
paffing the hours in meditation, and fometime^ 
exulting that he was able to live independently 
of his fellow-creatures. 

G 4 At 
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At the foot of the mountain, an extenfivc 
lake difplayed its glafTy bofom ; refleAiiig, on 
its broad furface, the impending horrors of the 
mountain. To this capacious mirror he would 
fometimes defcend, and, reclining on its fteep 
banks, caft an eager look on the fmooth ex- 
panfe that lay before him. *^ How beautiful,'*^ 
he often cried, ** is nature !" how lovely, even 
«♦ in her wildefl fcenes ! How finely ccmtrafted 
** is the level plain that lies beneath me, widt 
^< yon awful pile that hides its tremendous head. 
*< in clouds ! But the beauty of thefe fcenes is 
** no way comparable with their utility,, from 
^^ hence an hundred rivers are fupplied, which. 
•' diftribute health and verdure to the various 
*« countries through which theyftiw. Bv^rf 
** part of the univerfc is beautiful, juft, an^ 
^^ wife, but man: vile man is a fblecifm in na« 
" ture; the only monfler in the crea^n. 
^* Tcmpefts and whirlwinds have their ttfe 5. 
'<* but vicious ungrateful man is a blot in the- 
** fair page of univerfal beauty. Why was I 
** bom of that detefted fpecies, whofe vices are 
*• almoft a reproach to the wifdom of the divine 
•* Creator! Were men entirely free from vice, 
•' all would be uniformity, harmony, and'oi^ 
«' der. A world of moral reftitude, ihouUttfib . 
■ ' ' « ^.i': 

.■^- 






ASSAYS. 129 

<< the refult of a perfefUy moral agent. Why, 
<< why then, OAUa! mufti be thu» confined 
<< in darknefe, doubt, and defpair !'' 

Just as he uttered the inrord Defpajr, he 
W^ going to plunge into the lake beneath himj 
ft once to fatisfy his doubts^ and put a piqriod 
to his anxiety s when he perceived a mgft ^a* 
jeftic being walking on the furface of the w^^r> 
mid approaching the bank on wiiicb ht flood* 
So unexpe^d an objed at once- qbeaked his 
purpofe; be flopped, contemplated, and fan^ 
^ed he faw fomething awful aiftd divine in his 
afpe^i. 

^< Son of Adam,*' cried the genius, *< ftop 
^ thy raih purpofe ; the father of the faithful 
'•* has feen thy juftice, thy integrity, thy mi- 
^ feries, and hath fent me to afford and admi- 
*< nifier relief Give me thine hand, and fol^* 
<^ low, without trembling, wherever I Xhall 
^< lead; in me behold the genius of convi^ltion, 
** kept by the great prophet, to turn from their 
*^ errors thofe who go aftray, not from curi- 
^ ofity, but a rectitude of intention. Follow 
** me, and be wife." 

G 5 AsiM 



130 ESSAYS. 

. AsE M immediately defcended upon the lake, 
and his guide conduced him along the furface. 
of the water ; till, coming near the centre of 
the lake, they both began to fink ; the waters 
dofed over their heads ; they defcended feveral 
hundred fathoms, till Afem, juft ready to giv^ 
up bis life as inevitably loft, found himfelfwith 
his celeftial guide in another world, at the bot- 
tom of -the waters, where human foot had ne- 
ver trod before. His aftonifbment was beyond 
defcription, when he fawa fun like that he had 
left, a ferene (ky over his head, and blooming 
verdure under his feet. 

** I PLAINLY perceive your amazement,** 

faid the genius ; << but ^ufpend it for a while* 

•« This world was formed by Alia, at the-re- 

*« queft, and under the infpcftion, of our great 

*^ prophet ; who once entertained the fame 

-<« -doubts which filled your mind when I found 

^*- you, and from theconfequence of which you 

c««'iwerc fo lately refcuedr The rational inha- 

^^ bi^nts of this world are formed agreeable to 

■<^ your own ideas ; they are abfolutely without 

■«* vioc. In other rcfpefts it refembles yoUr 

« earth, but differs from it in being. wholy irr- 

** habited by men who never do wrong... H 
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<< you find this world more. agreeable than that 
^< you fo lately left, you have free permlffion 
^< to fpend the remainder of your days in it ; 
<« but permit me, for fome time, to attend you, 
<^ that I may filence your doubts> and make 
** you better acquainted with your company 
^< and your, new habitation.-' 

<< A woRiiD without vice! Rational be- 
•* ings without immorality!'' cried Afem, in 
a rapture ; *' I thank thee, O Alia, who haft 
^< at length heard my petitions ; this, this in- 
*' deed will produce happinefs, extafy, and 
•« eafe. O for an immortality to fpend it 
^^ among men who are incapable of ingratitude, 
^ injuftice, fraud, violence, and a. thoufand 
•' other crimes, that render fociety mifera- 
** ble I" 

*< Cease thine acclamations," replied the 
^nius. ^< Look around thee; reflect on every 
** object and adtion before us, and communis 
<< cate to me the refult of thine obfervations. 
'• Lead wherever you think proper, I jQiall he 
*' your attendant and inftru<5lor." Afem and 
his companion travelled on in filence for fome 
time, the former being entirely loft in aftoniih- 
mentj but, at laft, recovering his former fe- 

G 6 v«ii2o\^ 



■ . A f 



13^ ESSAYS. 

rtniTfy he cou?d not help obfoving, that tEe 
face of the country bore a near refemblance to 
that he had left, except that this fubterranean 
world ftill feemed to retain its primxva^ wild* 
nefs. 

" Here," cried Afem, *' I perceive ani- 
** mals of prey, and others that feem only de- 
" figned for their fubfiftence; it is the very 
*< fame in the world over our heads. But had 
*< I been permitted to inftniA our prophet, I 
*< would have removed this defed, and formed 
«* no voradous or deftrudlrve animals, which 
*• only pre)'- on the other parts of the creation." 
** Your tendcfnefs for inferior animals is, I 
« find, remarkable," faid the genius, fmiKng*. 
** But, with regard to meaner creatures, this. 
** world exaftly refemblcs the other ; and, in- 
•* deed, for obvious reafons : for the earth caa 
*• fupport a more confxdcrable number of ani- 
** mals, by their thus becoming food for each. 
** other, than if ^ they had lived entirely on her 
*< vegetable produfHons. So that animals of 
•* different natures thus formed, infteadoflef- 
*« fening their multitude, fubfift in the greateft 
*^ number poffible. But let us haften on to 
*« the inhabited country before us, and fee what 
«• that offers for inftruftion." 
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They hory gained the utmoft verge of the 
fbrefty and entered the country inhaJxted by 
men widiout vice; and Afem anticipated iir 
ideft die rational delight he hoped to experience 
in fucb an innocent (bciety. But they bad" 
fearce left the confines 6f the wood, when they 
'heheld one of the inhabitants flying with hafty 
fteps,. and terror in his countenance, from an< 
army of fquirrels diat clofdy purfiied him» 
•* Heavens I*' cried A(em, *' why does he fly? 
^ ■ What can he fear from animate fb contempt 
^ tible?" He had fcaree fyoktn when he 
perceived two dogs purCuiAg another of the hu-^ 
man' fpecies^ who, with equal terror and hafte,. 
attempted to avoid them. ** This," cried 
Afem to his guide, ^ is truly furprifing ; ncr- 
■ •* can I conceive the reafon for fo ftrange an. 
** a6lion." " Every fpecics of animals," re* 
plied the genius, ** haa of late grown very- 
**- powerful in this country i for the inhabit- 
«< ants, at firft, thinking it unjuft to ufe either 
*< fraud or force in-deflroying them, they have. 
^ infenfiblyincneafedy and now frequently nu- 
♦* vage their harmlefs frontiers." *< But they 
« Ihould have been defboyed,," cried Afem;. 
** you fee the confequcnoo of fuch neglcd." 
*« Where is then that tendernefs you to lately 
^* expreficd for fubordinate animals V replied 
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the genius fmiling : " you feem to have forgot 
** that braiich of jufticc." " I muft acluiow- 
<< ledge my miftake/' returned Afem ^ I am 
^' now convinced that we muft be guilty of ty- 
^^ ranny and injuftice to thef brute creation, if 
*^ we would enjoy the world ourfelves. But let 
^' us no longer obferve the duty of man to 
^< thefe irrational creatures, but furvcy their 
^ connei^ons with, one another-" 

As they walked farther up the country, the 
more he was furprized to fee no veftiges of 
handfome houfes, no cities, nor any mark of 
elegant defign. His condudor perceiving his 
furprize, obfenred. That the inhabitants of thi» 
new world were perfiedly content with, their 
antient dinplicity ; eaclvhad an houfe, which, 
though homely^ was fufficient to lodge his lit- 
tle family ^ they were toagood to build houfes, 
V which could only encreafe their own pride^ and 
the envy of the fpedator ; what they built was 
for convenience, and not for (hew. '' At lea&, 

. ** thcn^" faid Afem, " they have neither ar- 
*^ chitefts, painters, or ftatuaries, in their fo- 
<' ciety ; but thefe are idle arts, and may be 
<( fpared,. However, before I fpend much 
«« more time here* you ihouid have my thanks 

. «' for introducing me into the fociety of foaae 
: "of 
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<< of their wifeft men : there is fcarce any plea- 
*< Aire to me equal to a refined converfation ; 
<* there is nothing of which I am fo enamoured 
**■ 98 wifdom." ** Wifdom !" replied his in- 
ftniflor, *• how ridiculous ! We have no 
<< wifiiom here, for we have no occafion for 
«« it ; true wifdom is only a knowledge of our 
«< own duty, and the duty of others to us ; but 
«< of what ufe is fuch wifdom here, each intui- 
*' tively performs what is right in himfelf, and 
<^ expeAs the fame fron\ others. ? Ifby wifSbm 
^ you fhould mean vain curioAtyj and empty 
<< fpeculation, as fuch pleafures have their ori- 
<< gin in vanity, luxury, or avarice, we are 
«« too good to purfue them." " All this may 
«« be right," fays Afem ;; «* but methinks I 
** obierve a folitary difpofition prevail among 
<* the people $ each family keeps, feparately 
** withia their own precincb, without fociety, 
** or without intercourfe." *< That, indeed^ 
** is true," replied the other j *< here is n<D 
<* eftabliflxed fociety; nor ihould there be any : 
«* all focieties are made either through fear or 
^* friendfhip ; the people we are among, are 
*< too good to feai' each other ; and there are no 
^* motives to private friendfhip, where all are 
M equally meritorious." " Well then," faid 
'^le fceptic, «< as I am to fpend my time here, 
3; ^^xS. 
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^ if I am to have neither the polite arts^ nor 
*' wifdom, nor friendfhip» in fuch a world, I 
^ ihould be glad, at leaft, of an eafy compa^ 
^^ nion, who may tell me his thoughts, and to 
^^ whom I may communicate mine/' ^ And 
** to what purpofe fliould either do dlif J'' 
(ays the genius : <^ flattery or curiofity. arc vi« 
^ cious motives, and never allowed of bcrei 
f* and wifdom is out of the queftion." 

<^ Still, however,'' faid Afem, ** the in- 
^ habitants muft be happy ; each is contented 
^ with his own pofieffions, nor avaricioofly en* 
** deavoura to heap up more than is neceflary 
'< for his own fubfiftence: each has dierefore 
^ leifure for pitying thofe that ftand in need of 
*^ his compaffion*" Hehadfcarcefpokenwhea 
his ears were ailaulted with the lamentations of 4. 
wretch who fat by the way^iide, and, in the moft. 
deplorable difirefs, fcemed gently to murmur at 
bis own mifery^ Afem immediately ran to his 
relief, and found him. in the laft ftage of a coam 
fumption- ^ Strange," cried the fon of Adam, 
^ that men who are free from vice fhould thus 
*< fuffer fo much mifery without relief I" ** Be 
^ not fuiprized," faid the wretch, who was dy- 
ing V '^ would it not be the utmoft injuftice fw 
>^ beings, who have only juft fufficient to fiip- 
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'< port themfelves, and are content with a bare- 
*^ fubfiftenee, to take it from their own mouths^ 
^ to put it ix»to mine ? They never axe po& 
^* feiled of a fingle meal more than is- necef^ 
^ tauj ; and what is barely neceflary cannot 
^ be diijpenfed with/* *• They ihould havr 
.'^ been (upplied with more than is neceflary,'-' 
cried Afem $ << aod ]^et I contradi<ft my own 
>« opinion but a moment before : all is doubty 
^^ pefplexity, and confufion. £ven the want 
<< of ingratitude is no virtue here, fince they 
** never received a favour. They have, how- 
'< ever» another excellence yet behind ; the 
^ love of their country is ftill^ I hope, one of 
.<« thejr darling virtues." •' Peace, Afem" 
jreplie'd' the guardian^ wi&k a aeuntenance not 
lefs fevere than beautiful, ** nor- forfeit all. thy 
" pretenfions to wifdom ; the fame felfi(h mo- 
•*- tires by which we prefer our own intereft to 
*^ tii^tof ethers,, induce us to regard our coun^ 
^^' try preferably to that ef another. Nothing 
^ lefs than univerfal benevolence is free froar 
'* vice, and that you fee is pra£tiied here." 
^^ Strange P' cries the difappdn^ed pilgrim, m 
mx agony of diftrefs ; ^< what fort of a world 
•^^ am I now introduced to? There is icarte 
c« a fingle virtue, but that of temperance^ 
. 4*: Mvch they pra£tifc ^ and ia tfaiC they are no 
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•* way fuperior to the very brute creatiorfr 
•* There 1^ fcarce an amufement which they 
enjoy 5 fortitude, liberality, friendfhip, wif- 
dom, converfation, and love of country, all 
•* are virtues entirely unknown here ; thus ft 
*< feems, that, to be unacquainted with Tic6 
*' is not to know virtue. Take me, O my gc- 
** nius, back to that very world which I have 
*^ defpifed : a world which has Alia for >ta^ con- 
triver, is much more wifdy formed than 
that which has been projected by Mahomet. 
*^ Ingratitude, contempt, and hatred, I cart 
*' now fuffer, for perhaps I have deferved them. 
** When I arraigned the wifdom of Providemce, 
" I only fliewed my own ignorance; hence- 
** forth let me keep from vice myfelf, and 
*' pity it in others."" 

He had fcarce ended, when the genius, af- 
fuming an air of terrible complacency, called 
all his thunders around him, and vanifhed in a 
whirlwind. Afem, aftonifhed at the terror cif 
the fcene, looked for his imaginary world ; 
when, cafting his eyes around, he perceived 
himfelf in the very fituation, and in the very 
place, where he firft began to repine and de^ 
fpair ; his right foot had been juft advanced to 
take the fatal plunge, nor had it been yet witb- 
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vn ; fo inftantly did Providence ftrike the 
ss of truths juft imprinted on hii' foul. He 
f departed from the water-fide in tranquHity, 
, leaving his horrid manfion, travelled to Se- 
an, his native city; where be diligently ap- 
d himfelf to commerce, and put in pradice 
: wifdom he had learned in folitude. The 
;ality of a few years foon produced opu- 
X ; the number of his domeftics increafe J; 
friends came to him from every part of the 
; nor did he receive them with difdain i 
a youth of mifery was concluded with ail 
age of elegance^ affluence, and eafe*. 
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IT IS allowed on all hands, t^ our £ng^ 
divines receive a more libeial education, 
and improve that education, by frequent ftudy, 
more than any others of this reverend profef- 
ik>n in Europe^ In general, alfo, i^ may be 
obierved, that a greater degree of gentility is 
affixed to the chanuSer of a ftudent in England 
than elfewhere; by which means our clergy 
have an opportunity of feeing better company 
while young, and of fooner wearing off thofe 
prejudices which, they are apt to imbibe even 
in the beft regulated univerfities, and which 
may be juftly termed the vulgar errors of the 
wife. 

Yet, with all thefe advantages, it is very 
obvious, that the clergy are no where fo little 
thought of, by the populace, as here; and, 
though our divines are foremoft, with refpcil 
to abilities,, yet they are found laft in the ef- 
U&s of their miniftry j the vulgar, in gene«- 
ral) appearing no way impreffed with a . ftnfe 
of religious duty. I am not for whining at* 
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the depravity of the times, or for endeavouring 
to paint a ptofpeQ. more gloomy than in nature; 
but certain it is, no perfon who has travelled 
will contradi£l me, when I aver, that the 
[oWer orders of mankind, in otiier countries^ 
tettily, on every occafion, the profoundeft awe 
of religion ; vihilt in England they are fcarcely 
awakened into a fenfe of its duties, ev^n in cir* 
ciimftahices of the greateft diftrefe. 

This difiblute and fearlefs conduct foreign- 
ers are apt to attribute to climate and conftitu- 
tion ; may not the vulgar, being pretty much 
fiegle£^ed in our exhortations from the pulpit, 
be a confpiring caufe ? Our divines feldom 
ftoop to their mean capacities $ and they who 
want inflruiSlion moft, find Ic^ in our religi- 
ous allemblies« 

Whatever may become of the higher 
orders of mankind, who are generally pof- 
fefled of collateral motives to virtue, the vul- 
gar Ibould be particularly regarded, whofe be- 2^^^ 
havidur in civil life, is totally hinged upon ^ > 
their hopes and fears, Thofe who conftitute A^ 
the bafis of the great fabrick of fociety, fhould y^^/^ 
be particularly regarded ; for, in policy as in fy 
architedure, ruin is moft fatal when it\^^va ^ f 

&om the bottom, ^^Jti2T!!fCft>J^t^yf-' 
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M£N of real fenfeand underftanding prefer a 
prudent mediocrity to a precarious popularity ; 
and, fearing to outdo their duty, leave it lialf 
done. Their difcourfes from the pulpit are 
generally dry, methodical, and unaffeAing; 
delivered with the moil infipid calnmefs ; info- 
much, that, ihould the peaceful preacher lift 
his head over the cufhion, which alone he 
ieems to addrefs, lie might difcover his audi- 
ence, inftead of being awakened to remorfe^ 
actually fleeping over his methodical and la- 
boured compofition. 

This method of preaching is, however, by 
fome called an addrefs to reafon, and not to 
to the paiEons ; this is ftiled the making of 
converts from conviftion : but fuch are indif« 
ferently acquainted with human nature, who 
are not fenfible, that men feldom reafon about 
their debaucheries till they are committed ; 
reafon is but a weak antagonist when head- 
long paflion dictates ; in all fuch cafes we 
fhould arm one pailion againft another ^ it is 
with the human mind as in nature, from the 
inixture of two oppoAtes the refult is moft fre- 
quently neutral tranquility* Thofe who at- 
tempt to reafon us out of our follies, begin at 
the wrong end, fince the attempt naturally pre- 

(u^f^fes 
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lUppofes us capable of reafon ; but to be made 
capable of this, is one great point of the cure. 

■ ■ 7^^^.^ ^^ ^u^ ^^^ talents requifite to be- 
come a popular preacher, for the people are 
eafily pleaded if they perceive any endeavours in 
the. orator to pleafe them.; the meaneft quali- 
fications will work thiseffe^):, if the preacher 
fincerejy fets about it. Pefhaps little, indeed 
very little niore is required, than fincerity 
and aflurance^ and a becoming fincertty is al- 
ways certain of producing a becoming afTu- 
rance. <^ Si vis me iiere^ dolendum eft primum 
^' tibi ipfi," is fp trite a quotation, that it al- 
moft demands an apology to repeat itj yet, 
though all allow the juftce of the remark, how 
few do we find put it in pra£lice ; our orators, 
with' the moft faulty bafhfulnefs, feemimprefTed 
rather with an awe of tKeir audience than with 
a juft refpedl for the truths they are about to 
deliver ; they, of all profeifions, feem the moft 
hafhful, who hsive the greateft right to glory in 
their Qommiffion. 

The French preachers generally affume all 
that dignity which becomes men who are am- 
bafiadors from Chrift : the Engliih divines, like 
erroneous envoys, feem more follicitous not t<^ 
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tyfllend the court to i^hich they are ient, tiMUi 
to drive home the interefts of their employen 
The bilhop of Maffillon, in the firft fermon he 
ever preached, found the whele audience j -upon 
hi8 getting into the 'pulpit, in a difpoiition no 
imy fevourable to -his intentioiis ; their nods, 
Trhifpers, or drowfy behaviour^ Ihewed liim 
that tiiere was no gr^tt profit to be e xpefled 
from his fiymng in a foil fo improper | liow<^ 
^ver, he f6on -changed the difptrfitibnof his au- 
dience bjr his manner of beginning : ** W/^ 
fays he, ^' a caufe, the moft important that 
*• could be conceived, were to be tried at the 
^' bar before qualified judges; if this caufe in- 
^< tcreftcd ourfelves in particular ; if the eyes 
«< of the whole kingdom were fixed upon th^ 
** event; if the moft eminent council were em- 
♦* ployed on both fides ; and if we had heard 
** from our infancy of this yet imdetermined 
** trial ; would you not all fit with due atten- 
*' tion, and warm expefiation, to the plead- 
*< ings on each fide ? Would not all yoiir 
<< hopes and fears be hinged upon the final <fe^ 
•<* cifion ? And yet, let me tell you, you have 
^< this moment a caufe of much greater im- 
** portance before you ; a caufe where not one 
<< nation, but all the world, are fpefiatorsj 
^< tried not before a fallible tribunal, but the 
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* aweful throne of Heaven, where not your 
^^ temporal and tranfitory interefts are the fub- 
^^ ]e£t of debate, but your eternal happinefs 
$^ or mifery, where the caufe is ftill unde- 
*« tennined; but, perhaps, the very moment I 
^^ am fpeaking) may fix the irrevocable de- 
«« cree that fhall laft for ever j and yet, not- 
f< witbftanding all this, you can hardly fit 
f^ with patience to hear the tidings of your own 
f ^ £Uvation ; I plead the cauie of Heaven, and 
^* yet I am fcarcely attended to, &c." 

i 

The ftile, the abruptnefs of a beginning 
like this, in the clofet would appear abfurd ; 
but in the pulpit it is attended with the moft 
lafting impreffions : that ftile which, in the 
clofet, might juftly be called ilinify, feems the 
true mode of eloquence here, I never read a fine 
compofition, under the title of a fermon, that I 
do not think the author has mifcalled his piece; 
for the talents to be ufed in writing well, in* 
tirely differ from thofe of fpeaking well. The 
qualifications for fpeaking, as has been already 
obferved, are eafily acquired ; they are accom- 
plifhments which may be taken up by every 
candidate who will be at the pains of ftooping. 
Imprefied with a fenfe of the truths he is about 

m 

to deliver, a preacher difregards the applaufe or 

H >is«. 
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the contempt of bis aiidience,'«iid he iafenfibly 
afimnes a juft and manlj fincerily. With this 
talent alone we fee what crowds are dnwm 
arotmd cnthufiafls, -even deftkute of common* 
lenfe; what numbers conrerted to Chriftianitf; 
Folly may i omeiimes fiet an exaiai^fei wvliloni 
to pradHfe, and our regular diTines may borvow 
inftmfUon from even methodKft^, who gedleif 
circuits and preach prizes among Ae pc^ulace; 
Even Whitfield may be jriaccd aa a model to 
fome of our young divines; let them join to 
their own good fenfe his earneft manner of de- 
Hvtfy. : 

It will be perhaps <AijeStedy that, by con- 
fining the excellencies of a preacher to proper 
aflurance, eameftneis, and opmnefs of ftyle^ I 
make the qualifications too trifiing for eftima* 
tion : there will be foraething called oratory 
brought up on thiis occafion ; aftion) attitude, 
grace, elocution, may be repeated as abfolutely 
neceffary to compleat the charader; but let 
us not be deceived ; . common-fenfe is feldom 
fwayed by fine tones, mufical periods, juft at- 
titudes, or the difplay of a white handkerchief; 
oratorial behaviour, except in very aWe hands 
indeed, generally finks into aukward and pdtry 
affedtation* ■ .i 
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^fixifd (bisivulgfut^ 1^ ftafid'kv moft ii^i6f 'm^ 
^xi^j^ioii.j ^a^dfoi^ DMl0%)i<U9i. Knd to o\h 

the poike — a much mt}At«Mi$rA»; lAkotighi mbm 
fought-fbr cbarader— requires a different me- 
tiiod of proceeding. All I (hall obfenre on this 
head is, to entreat the polemic divine, in nis 
controvcrfy with the Deifts, to a£l rather of- 
fenfively than to defend 5 to pu{h home the 
grounds of his belief, and th^ impra(9:icability 
of theirs, rather than to fpend time in fblvihg 
the objeftions of every opponent, " It is ten 
<*. to one," fays a late writer on the art of war, 
^< but chat the aiTailant who attacks the enemy 
:•* in his trenches, is always viftorious." 

Yet, upon the \<4iole, our clergy might 
employ thefhfelves more to the benefit of fociety,. 
by declining all controverfy, than by exhibiting 
even the profoundeft (kill in polemic difputes ; 
their contefts with each other often turn on 
fyecjdld$iv!^ tffi&es ; and their difputes with the 
Deifts are almoft at an end fince they can have 
no more than viftory, and that they are already 
poflef&d of, as their antagonifts have been 
drivel into a confeffion of the aeceffit^ oC ^^n^« 
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lation, or aii open avowal of atheifin. To con- 
trnue the difpute longer would only endanger 
it ; the fceptic is ever expert at puszling a de- 
bate which he finds himfelf unable to continue; 
«< and, like an ol3^pic boxer, genendli^ fights 
« beft whcrt undermoft.** : ■ '- ' • .■'.::'' 
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ESSAY XVIII. 



I HAVE frequently been ama^Kcd at the ig- 
norance of almosft all the European travel- 
ers, whp hav;e penetrated any confuierable way 
eaftward into^ Afia^^ They have all been influ- 
enced either by motives of commerce or piety, 
and their accounts are fuch as might refifonal^ly 
be expelled from men of a very narrow or very 
prejudiced edifcation, the dictates of fuperfti-, 
tiop, or the refult of ignorance. Is it not fur^ 
prifing, that, of fuch a variety of adventurers^ 
not one fingle philofopher fhould be found 
among the number ? For, as to the travels of 
Gem^lli, the learned are long agreed that the 
wl^J^Js but fin impqfture« j . . ^ , i 

if. ; 

. Tiij^Rf is fcarce any country, how.rude or 
uncultivated foever, where the inhabitants are: 
not pofleflied pf fome peculiar fecrets, .either in« 
nature: or art, which might be tranfplanted 
witjti faccefs : thus, for jn^ance^ in Siberian 
Taftaijy,- flvp nauves extra3aftr6ngfpirit from; 
J»ife .^yhich isa fei(?rct probably unknown to^ 

,v > ' H 3 ' the 
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the chymifts of Europe. In the moft fav^e 
parts of India they are pofleflfed of the fecret of 
dying TCgebBIe fubflfihce&lcarliet, anil likcyeife 
that of refining lead into a metal, which^ for 
hardnefs and colour, is little inferior to filver ^ 
not (Hie of ^iWdi fecfets but* Would, in Europe 
make a MUi!s fortime. T^e ^wer <ff the Afi- 
atics in prodMing -winds,- or bringing domil 
rain> the Evmpeans^kre apt to^tfesrt^ts fMnilotts^ 
becaufefteylMyeiK) Inftances^f .thelSce nature 
among themC^lves*; buttheywoaMtevetreaeeif 
the fecrcts of gunpowder, add the inajHier''sL 
compafe, m iiie fame manner, hiei iJhiey beeni 
told the Cbinefc* vtfbi fuch arts befai^: the in* 
ventkm was common with themfclres at home.. 



Of all the EnglHb philofophers^^ I -moft 
vcrcnce Bacon^ th«t great and hardy ^genius ^ 
he it is who, undaunted by the-feeming-dMI- 
culties that oppofe, prompts human curiofity to 
examine every part of nature ; anrf ei%» ex- 
Jiorts man to try whether Tie cannot fii^cA dW? 
tempeft, the thunder, and er&ei eardi^uakes, t» 
human oontroti]. Ohi had a man of hiiB'dar-' 
ing fptrtt, of hh ^enius^ penetration, aiid' leism^ 
iftg, * travelled to thofe countries whiA h»ve 
been rifited only by the fuperftitiotts «nd nser^ 

ccnary^ 
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penary, what might not mankind expcSt I How 
would he enlighten the regions to which he tra- 
velled ! and what a variety of icnowiedge and 
ufeful im{>rovement would he not hriog back iu 
exchange ! 

There is probably no country-fo barbarous, 
that would not difclofe all it knew^ if it le* 
ceived equivalent information; and I am apt 
to think, that a perfon, who was ready to giv^ 
Qdore knowledge than he received, would be 
welcome wherever he came. All his care in 
travelling (bould only be to fuit his intellectual 
banquet to the people with whom he converfed ; 
he (hould not attempt to teach the unlettere4 
Tartar aftronomy, nor yet inftrud); the polite 
Chinefe in the arts of fubiiftence : he fhould 
endeavour to improve the barbarian in the fe« 
crtts of living comfortably; and'the inhabitant 
of a more refined country in the fpeculative 
pleafures of fcience. How much more nobly 
would a philofopher, thus employed, fpend his 
time, than by fitting at home, carnefUy intent 
upon adding one ilar more to his catalogue, or 
one monfter more to bis coUe^on ; or ftill, if 
pofiible, more triflingly fedulous in the incAte- 
nation of fleas, or the fculpture of cherry^ 
ftones. 



i 
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I NETER ronfider this fubjeft, without be* 
ing iiirprifed that none of thofe focieties, fo 
laudably eftablifhed in England for the promo^ 
tion of arts and learning, have ever thought of 
fending one of their members into- the moft 
eaftern parts of Afia, to make what difcoveries 
he was able. To be convinced of the utility of 
fuch an undertaking, let them but read the 
relations of their own travellers. It will there 
be found, that they are as often deceived them- 
felves, as they attempt to deceive others. The 
merchants tell us, perhaps, the price of differ- 
ent commodities, the methods of bailing them 
up, and the propereft manner for an European 
to preferve his health ia the country. The 
miffioncr, on the other hand, informs us with 
what pleafure the country to which he was fent 
embraced Chriflianity, and the numbers he 
converted ; what methods he took to keep Lent 
in a region where there was no fifb, or the 
fhifts he made to celebrate the rites of his reli* 
gion, in places where there was neither bread 
nor wine : fuch accounts^ with the ufual ap- 
pendage of marriages and funerals, infcriptionsj 
rivers, and mountains, make up the whole of 
an European traveller's diary j but as to all tht 
fecrets of which the inhabitants are pofTefied^ 
thofe are univerfally attributed to magic; and 
*- when 
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when the traveller cahi give ho other acGOiiht of 
the wonders -he .fees performed, , he. .very, con- 
tentedly' a^ciri^ them t6 the devil. .) 

. • 'f • f r -\ 

*..i/.ill<.a....-l'. -. • • i ..... i « 

i;Xt^ was:an.itfual obferviationi'ofvBoyle^ the 
SbgUfli xhymift> that^ if every artift would 'but 
difcover what: new/ obftrvations - occurred . ta 
him in the exercife of his trade, philofophy. 
wdifidxtiRailcegaininnumeiable impr^ 
ItTdsiaydb't^cAferyed^; with ftill greater jufticct 
tlttt9»iif.tl&eiufe£iLkiK)wledge of eveiy.countryy 
li6wfi)ev)cr;baiibaroufi, was gleaned by a judici- 
ous- obfehrer, the: ad V>ahtages would be inefti* 
Budde^ 1 . Axe there not, even in Europe, . many 
ufeful inventions^ known or' pra£lifed but ia 
one place ? Their inftrument, as an example, 
for: icuttihg-dosm: corn in'Germaiiy,' is imich 
more] handyt and expeditious, in. my opinion^ 
dnm. the- fickle ufed in England... .The cheap 
9Qd 'ex|)ed«ttouai ^manner of making vinegar^* 
itithout previous .fermentation^ is khMrn only, 
iiia.pait dfiFrantie. If fuch difcoverieeitltere*. 
fokiecr^matn-.%ll-:tQ be.knownjct hojn^, what 
fitnida 6f knowledge ;might .not. be coUe^&ed 
tfi 'Countries [yet unexplored^ or only pafled 
tttfonghaibyigiiorasit tmveUer&.in hadyLcarar. 
viosrf.; ^^i ie.:' :.,:iu;! e-^;. i.. .! ,' ! . ... . •• . 
ihuj: -^^ H 5 Th£ 
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Thx cilion widi wUdi fiofcigiKii joc vt^ 
ccnrcd m Abt^ mxf be aUedged at anobjoftkm 
to fuch a defign. Bnt JmrKsJify have Ibmal 
European merchants found admiffion into re- 
giflns the nnft ib^Hcioiia, uaier ihe chamfter 
af San^apint, or o oah ti n pilgrims? Tolad4 
not even China itfielf denies acceis. 

To fead ont a tiacvclkr prapariyqoGfibiAr 
Ihefe purpofes^ might be a4 ob}a6bof hasiBntl 
conoera: it wnuid, in iine akafuos, rqadr 
the breaches made bjr anuUdon; and as^kt 
Ihew that there were ftiH ibmetwho boefted a 
greater name than that of patriot^ who piOf 
fefled themfelvcs Ivrem of mc^. 

Ths only difficalty wDttU mania indrafing^ 
a proper perfon for fo av^neus an enscrpriae« 
tie (hoiiid be a man of a phSofophidd tabi, one 
apt to deduce confoqoenoes of genesa} atilie^ 
fmm particular Qccunsnces, neither fopohi ^liitb 
pjide, nor hardened bfpiejudice} meitber^ipad* 
cd to one particular fjpftem, nor inftmfiad oolfr 
in one particular fcienoe ; neither whoUy a. 1k^ 
tanift, |ior quite an antiquarian: his mind 
ftouM • be tin&uaed with nuiceHanepasil^ioivw 
ledge, and his manners humanized by an- ktH 

tercourfe 
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tercourie with men. He fhould be, in fome 
meafure, an enthufiaft to the defign ; fond of 
travelling, froma^ rapid imagination, and an 
iniiate love of change ;' ftirnifhed with a 'body 
capable of fuftaining every fatigue, and a heart 
not cafily tenified at danger* 
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ESSAY XIX. 



THE improvements we male in mental 
acquirements, only render us each day 
more fenfible of the defeds of our conftitudon : 
with this in view, therefore, let us often recur 
to the amufements of youth j endeavour to for- 
get age and wifdom, and, as far as innocence 
goes, be as much a boy as the beft of them. 

Let idle declaimers mourn over the degene- 
racy of the age ; but, in my opinion, every age 
is the fame. This I am fure of, that man, in 
every feafon, is a poor fretful being, with no 
other means to efcape the calamities of the 
times but by endeavouring to forget them ; for, 
if he attempts to refift, he is certainly undone. 
If I feel poverty and pain, I am not fo hardy as 
to quarrel with the executioner, even while un- 
der corredlion : I find myfelf no way difpofed 
to make fine fpeeches, while I am making wry 
faces. In a word, let me drink when the fit is 
on, to make me infenfible ; and drink when it 
is over, for joy that I feel pain no longer. 

The 
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The charaflber of old FalftafF, even with all 
his faults, gives me more confolation than the 
moft ftudied efforts of wifdom : I here behold 
an agreeabfe old fellow,- forgetting age^ and 
fhewing me the way to be yoiing 'at fixty-five. 
Sure I am well' able to be as merry, - though not 
fo comical, as he.— ris it not in my power to 
have, though not fo much wit, at leaft as much 
vivacity ? — Age, care, wifdom, reflexion, be 
gone— I give you to the winds. Let's have 
t'other bottle : here's ta the memory of Shake- 
Tpear, Falftaff, and all the merry men of Eaft- 
cheap. 

Such were the reflexions that naturally 
arofe ^hilel fat at the Boar's head tavern, ftill 
kept at Eaft-cheap. Here, by a pleafant fire, 
in the very room where old Sir John Falftaff 
cracked his jokes, in the very chair.which was 
fometimes honoured by prince Henry, and fome^ 
times pdlluted by his immoral merry compa>- 
nions, I fat -and ruminated on the follies ^of 
youth ; wifhed to be young again ; but was re- 
fblved to make the beft of life while it lafted, 
and now and then compared paft and prefent 
times together. I confidered myfelf as the only 
living, reprcfentativc of the' old knight, und 
tnuifported my imagination back to. me. times 
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mhM die prince and be gave life to the level) 
fttid nuiiie even debaucbeiy not difgufting. The 
sootn aUb confpkied to throw my rcfleftions hack 
iato aodqmty : the oak AE»r^ the Gothic wiOi- 
.dMn» Md the ponderous chinuicy-piece^ had 
JoDg wkhfiood the tooth -of time i the watcb- 
jsao had gose Cweliie : my companioas had alt 
Aolen offt ^tid none aov jreaaaiaed with-me hut 
-the landlonL From him I could have wUhed 
to know the JhiAorjr of a tavern that had fuch a 
Jong fuceeffion of cuAomers ; I oovld not help: 
•ikinkbg that as acccftuit of this kind would he 
a pleafing contraft of the manners of diffenent 
ages I but my landloid could giv« me no infor- 
mation* He continued to doze andfot, and 
tdL a tedious ftory, as moft other landlorda 
ttfually do ; aiid^ though he laid joothingy. jtt 
was never fiknt : one good joke fioUowed ano»* 
ther good jpke ; and the heft jokeof all was gpr 
•aeraUy begun towards tha end of a bottle. I 
iofund at laftr however, his wine an4 his coor 
'periadon operate by degrees : he inftnfibly be^ 
gan to alter hts appearance.. His cravat fee^Ded 
Quilled into a ruff, and his breeches ft 
into a^faidingalc. ' I now fancied him 
-faces :. andt. as my eyes be^n to clofe in 
lier, J-famginedmy fat Jwdkurd adually goih* 
ipcrted)Sito as &t a laodlady. How^m^ flc9? 

madci^ 
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m^ t>ttt few dianges in my fitttatton : the ta« 
vem^ Cbe aparttneyit and die table» condaivd as 
before s iKMthixig.fufereditiatodaiibvtinyl^ 
wiM» wa9 &idy alterod imta a gen^kmtean^ 
wJMn I knew co^ 4taM QjfiMf^ miftreftof 
Asa tanfem in the daja cf Sir JcAd; and the. It- 
qwNT we were driiikiiig9 which ibemed con* 
vested into JSick anditieu:. 



. 1 



. ^ My dewr Mi$u Qi^cUjr,"^ omd I (6x i 
knew her peri«£Uj weU at 6ift fight) «< K ^m 
*^ heartilf glad tp /ee 7ou# How have jfiou left 
«^ Falflaff; Pi&olp and the feft of mr frieD(fa 
«« below ftaisa i Brave and bfsartyt. I hope ?'^ 
In good ibotht xqplied fte^ h^ did de&rve t» 
lire (or erer s^ but he maketh foul work on*^ 
Yhere he iMh flicted. :Quecin Px^pfeifine anf 
he hairc i|varreUcd for his attempting a rape up^ 
an her .divinity ;: and were it not that ihe ftiH 
had bowels of compaffion^ it more than iecmo 
fsobable he might have^bten now (j^wling in 
TirtaniJi» v- 

■ ■ 

,^^mm!W found that fpirita fiill preierve tfio 

JsJllflljei of the fleih f and that, according to 

^i^iinlain'iii of critfcifoi and dreaming» gbofta havo 

been known to be guUiy .of even moriQ thait 

llatonic affefiion ; wteefoiej m I Ibnnd ber> 
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too much moved on fuch a topic to proceed, I 
was refolved to change the fubjed ; and de- 
firing ffae would pledge me in a bumper, ob- 
ierved, with a figk, that our fapk Was nothing 
how to vHiat it w» in fcmiier days : '* Ah,^ Mrs, 
^ Quicldy,-:tho(e were merry times when you 
^ drew fack for prince Henry : men- were 
<< twice as ftrong, and tifTice as wife, and much 
<< braver, and ten thoufand times more chari- 
^ table than liow. Thofe-wener the tim^ ! 
** Tht battle of Agincontt was a.vi£koryin«^ 
€€ ^eed ! Ever fihce that we have only been 
<< degenerating; and I have lived to fee the 
^' day when, drinking is no longer fafhionablc 
«« When men wear clean (hfrt^'- and wop:)sn 
*< fliew their necks and arm^ all "^are^ degene-^ 
<« rated, Mrs. Quickly-; arid^H^e fliall [Mrobably;'^ 
^' in another century, be frittered away ihtcy 
^*. beaus or monk^s* - Had you been on earth 
^< to fee what I have feen, it would congeal 'all 
^ the blo^ in your body {your, foul, I niean;)' 
•* Why, our very nobility now have 4die.into* 
*' lerable arrogance, in fpite of what is every 
" day- remopftrated^ from the prefs ; ourviry 
^' nobilityv I (fay, have the aiTurance to .fie^ 
<f ■ quent sUTemblies, and prefume to be as menjt 
^ as the vulgar. • See, my very friends havcf 
<»'j(c»ce-' manhood enough: to fit to it.til^ 

'* eleven £ 
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•*' eleven 5 and I only am left to make a night 
•* on't. Pr'ythee do me the favour to confole 
** me a little for their abfence by the ftory of 
** your own adventure, or the hiftory of the 
•' tavern where we are now fitting : I fancy 
** the narrative may have fomething fingu- 
« lar." 

Obs£RV£ this apartment, interrupted my 
companion ; of neat device and excellent work- 
manihip— *In this room I have lived, child, wo- 
man and ghoft, more than three hundred years : 
I am ordered by Pluto to keep an annual regi* 
fter of every tranfacSiion that pafleth here ; and 
I have whilhom compiled three hundred tomes, 
which eftfoons may be fubmitted to thy re- 
gards. *' None of your whilhoms or eftfoons*s, 
*< Mrs. Quickly, if you pleafc," I replied: "I 
^< know you can talk every whit as well as I 
^< can ; for, as you have lived here fo long, it 
*< is but natural to fuppofe you fhould learn the 
•* converfation of the company. Believe me, 
<< dame, at beft, you have neither too much 
<< fenfe, or too much language, to fpare ; (6 
<« give me both as well as you can : but, firft, 
*^ my fervice to you : old women fhould water 
<< their clay a little now and then ; and now to 
« your ftory." 
Tyl^ 
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The ftory of my own adventures, replicil 
tbe vifion, is but fliort and unfadsfa&ory | for, 
believe lae^ Mr. Rigmarole, believe me, a wo- 
4nan with a butt of iack at ber elbow, is never 
jQng>li\'ed« Sir John's death affli£ted me to 
Xuch a degree, that I fincepdy believe, to drowfl 
(brrow, I drank more liquor myfelf than I drew 
for my cuftomers : my grief was fincere, and 
the lack was excellent. The prior of a neigh- 
bouring convent (for our priors then had as 
much power »$ a Middlefez juftice now) he, I 
fay, it was who gave me a licence for keeping 
a diforderly houle; upon condition, that I 
ihould never make hard bargains widi the cicr^ 
gy, that he (hould have a bottle of £ick every 
inoming, and the liberty of confeffing which 
of my girls he thought proper in private evaf 
night. I had continued, for (everal ycasB^ ttr 
fzf this tribute ; and he, it muft be coarfeied, 
xxuxriiMied as rigoroufly to cxzSt it. I grew old 
infenfibly ; my cuftomers contitnied, however, 
to compliment my looks while I was hfy but I 
could hear them iay I was wearing when my 
koLck was tarned. The prior, however, fiill 
was conftant, »id fo were half his convent: 
but «ne fatal morning he mifled die ufual^be* 
^pcrage; for J bad incaudoufly drank over night 

the laft bottle myfelf. What will joa have 

on^ti 
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Wk\ ?— The rery next day Doll Tcarfhcct and 
t vmre lent to the houfe of correSJon^ and ac- 
cufed of keqnnga loW^awdy-houfe. In (hort, 
we were lb wcH purified there with ft-ipcs, 
fhortificatioh and penaiicc, ihat we were after- 
wards -utterly unfit for worldly converfation t 
thoug;h -lack would have kill^ me, had I ftuck 
tait, yctlfoon died fbrwant of a.drop of fome- 
thing c omfortab le, and fairiy left my body to 
the care of the beadle. 

• StJCH is my own hiftory ; but that of the 
tavern, :where. I have ever fince .been, ftationed, 
sfiords greater variety. In the hiftoty- of this, 
which is one of iSie-ddeft in Dofndon, you may 
view the different manners, pleafures, and fol- 
K&j of men at diftrent periods. You will 
fijM mankind neither better nor worfc now 
Aisi formerly : the vices- of an uncrriKxed peo- 
ple are generally more deteftable, though ntyt 
fo frequent, as thofe in polite fociety. It is 
Ae fame luxury which formerly fluffed your 
atlderman with phinrt)-porridge, and now crams 
him wMl turtle. It is ifie famie low ambition, 
that formerly induced a courtier to give up hh 
religion to pleafe his king, and now perfuades 
him to give up his confcience to pleafe his'mi^ 
nifier. It is the fame vanity that formefff 
ftaioed our ladies cheeks and Q<ec\j^ ^^^^f^ 
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and now paints them with carmine* Your an-* 
ticnt Briton formerly powdered his hair with red 
earth, like brick-duft, in order to appear fright- 
ful : your modern Briton cuts his, hair on the 
crown, and plaifters it with hogs-lard and flour; 
and this to make him look killing. It is the 
fame vanity, the fame folly,- and the fame vice, 
only appearing different, as viewed through the 
glafs of faihion. In a word, all mankind, are 



*' Sure the woman is dreaming," inter- 
rupted I. " None of your refledlions, Mrs. 
*^ Quickly, .if you love me j they only .give me 
** the fpleen. Tell me your hiftory at once* 
<< I love dories, but hate reafoning. 

If you plcafe then, Sir, returned my com* 
panion, I'll read you an abftra£l, which I made 
pf the three hundred volumes I mentioned juft 
now. 

■ * 

M Y body was no fooner. laid in the dull, 
than the prior and feveral of his convent came 
to purify the tavern from the pollutions with 
which they faid I had filled it. Mafles were 
faid in every, room, reliiques were e^ofed up- 
pn .every piece .of furniture, ^d thi^ whole 
houfe w^cd with a deluge of ^holy-wfiter. . My. 

habitation 
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habitation was fooh converted into a monaftery ; 
inftead of cuftomers now' applying for fack and 
fugar, my rooms were crowded with images, 
reliques, faints, whores, and friars. Inftead 
of being a fcene of occafional debauchery, it 
wzs now filled with continual lewdnefs. The 
prior led the fafliion, and the whole convent 
imitated his pious example. Matrons came 
hither to confefs their fins, and to commit 
new. Virgins came hither who feldom went 
virgins away. Nor was' this a convent pccu- 
Karly wicked ; every convent at that period was 
equally fond of pleafure, and gave a boundlefs 
loofe to appetite. The laws allowed it ; each 
prieft had a right to a favourite companion, and 
a power of difcarding her as often as he pleafed. 
The laity grumbled, quarrelled with their 
wives and daughters, hated their confelfors, 
and maintained them in opulence and eafe. 
Thefe, thefe were happy times, Mr. Rigmarole; 
thefe were times of piety, bravery, and fimpli- 
city ! ** Not fo very happy, neither, good ma- 
** dam ; pretty much like the prefent ; thofe 
** that labour ftarvc ; and thofe that do nothing, 
** wear fine cloaths and live in luxury." 



f 



In this manner the fathers lived, for fome 
years, withbut molcftation j they tranfgrefled. 
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fT*"****»-^ inazuesTcs to eaica oacxy aad wen 
targ^enm One n coiog^ hovei'cr^ our pxiar 
}ri^^g a i&dr &i iiiJHanrinn fomewhattpolom 
Ml aaouSBoa, her hufhand iinexpedcdl j came 
■pon tkeniy and »<"<*^"*^^ all the indignaiiaa 
«-hkhw2s.a2lxiralupaa(iichaiLQCcifiQn. Tht 
pr^r aiTuicd the gendeman tbat it was the de-: 
vil who had put it into his heaxt ^ and the hdf 
was very certain, that flie was under the influ« 
cnce of magic, or fhe cotild nwcr haix behaved 
in to unfaithful a mannrr. The hufband^ how* 
ever, was not to be put off by fuch evaiioia%i 
but fummoned both befbie the tribunal of juA 
tice. His prooft were lagrint, and he expeded 
krgc damages. Such^ indeed, he had a rig^t 
to expc6l, were the tribunals of thofe days con^ 
flituted in the fame manner as they, are nowr 
The cauie of the prieft was to be tried befor& 
an aflembly of prieib ; and a layman was ta 
expeA redrefs only from their impartiality and 
candour. What plea then do you think the. 
prior made to obviate this accuiation J . He de** 
nicd the fa^ and challenged the plaintiff to tnp 
the merits of their caufe by iingle combat. It 
was a little hard, you may be fure, upon the 
poor gcntlemany not only to be made a cuckold^ 
but to be obliged to fight a duel into the bar- 
gain I yet fuch was the juftioe of the. timcf% 

The 
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The prior Arew dsvin his glore, and the in- 
jund hiifband woa oUiged to take it ttp, hx 
tokea of his acseptjhg the dudlenge* ITponr 
the prieft fuppiicd his champioii, for it 
not hwrful for the dcrgy to fight; and the 
defendauit and pbintiff,. acoosdiaig to cuftonfy 
were put in prifbn; both ordened to faft and 
pray, every method being previoufly ufed to in- 
duce both'toi a eonfisfficKi of the tnidi. . After 
a month's imporifonmenty the hair of each was 
cut, the bodies anointed with; oil^ die fieU of 
battle appointed andguarded by foldiers, while 
bia majeffy prefided- over the whole in perfon,: 
Both the champions were iwom not to* feek 
vi^ory either by fraud or magic. They prayed 
am bniiwJijffi.d upon their knees ; and after thefo 
tm t mmi cBj the left was left to the courage and 
CMidud of the combatants. As die champion 
whom the pciar' had pitched upon, had fought 
fix or eightvittes upon funilar occasions, it was 
no way extraordinary to find him vidlorious in 
the. prefent combat* In ihort, the hufband was 
difcomfitted ; 1r was taken from the field of 
batde, ftripped to his (hirt, and, after one of 
his legs were cut off^ as juftice ordained infuch 
cafes, he was hanged as a terror to fiituic of- 
fenders. Thefe, thefe were the times, Mr.: 

you &t h9w much mote \u9st 



i68 ESSAY S. 

and wife,' and valiant, our anceftors were than 
us. ^* I rather fancy, madam, that the times 
" then were pretty much like our own; where 
<< a multiplicity of laws give a judge as much 
<< power as a want of law ; iince he is ever 
<< fure to find among the number fome to 
*( countenance his partiality*" 

Our convent, vidorious over their enemies, 
now gave a loofe to every demonftration of joy. 
The lady became a nun, the prior was made a 
blfliop, and three Wickliffites were burned in 
the illuminations and fire-works that were 
made on the preient occafion. Our convent 
now began to enjoy a very high degree of repu- 
tation. There was not one in London that 
had the chara£):er of hating heretics fo much as 
tturs. Ladies of the firfl diflindion chofe from 
our convent their confefTors ; in fhort, it flou- 
rifhed, and might have flourifhed to this hour, 
but for a fatal accident which terminated in its 
overthrow. The lady whom the prior had 
placed in a nunnery, and whom he continued 
to viiit for fome time with great pun&uality, 
began at laft to perceive that fhe was^ quite for* 
faken. Secluded from converfation, as ufual, 
(he now entertained the vifions of a devotee ; 
lound herfclf firangely diflurbed i hut hefitated 

in 
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in determining, whether flie was poflefled by an 
angel or a daemon* She was not long in fuf- 
pence 5 for, upon vomiting a large quantity of 
crooked pins, and finding the palms of her 
hands turned outwards, flie quickly concluded 
that (he was pofTefTed by the deviU She foon 
loft entirely the ufe of fpeech ; and^ when Hie 
feemed to fpeak, every body that was prefent 
perceived that her voice was not her own, but 
that of the devil within her. In fhort, ihe was 
bewitched 9 and all the difficulty lay in deter- 
mining who it codd be that bewitched her. The 
nuns and the monks all demanded the magici- 
an's name, but the devil node no reply ^ for 
he knew they had no authority to afk queftions. 
By th« rules of witchcraft, when an evil fpirit 
ius tldcea poileffion, he may refiife to aniwcr 
any queftions aiked him, unlefe they are {Hit by 
a bifhop, and to tbefe he is obliged to reply. A 
biihop^ therefore, was feat for, and now the 
whole fecret came out : the devil relii^ndy 
owned that he was a fervant of the prior; that^ 
by his command, he reAded in his prefent ha* 
bitation; and that, without his command, ht 
was reiidved to keep in pofleffion. The biihop 
was an able exorcift ; he drove the devil out by 
force of myfticat arms ; the prior was arraigned 
Cor witchdtft j the witneffcs were ftrong and 
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.numerous againft him, not lefs than fourteen 
pcrfons being by who heard the devil talk 
Latin. There was no refitting fuch a cloud of 
witncircs ; the prior was condemned ; and he 
who had afliflcd at fo many burnings, was 
.burned himfelf in turn. Thefe were times, 
Mr. Rigmarole ; the people of thofe^times were 
jiot infidels, as now, but fincere believers ! 
>' Equally faulty with ourfelves ; they be- 
^< Jieved what the devil was pleafed to tell 
:<* them; and we feem refolved, at laft, to be- 
-** lieve neither God.nor devil." 

After fuch a ftain upon the convent, it 
1W2S not to be fuppofed it could fubfift any 
ionger ; the fathers were ordered to. decamp, 
and the houfe was once again converted into .9 
tavern. The Jung conferred it on one of his 
caft miftrefles; 'ihe was conftitutedJandlady by 
xoyal authority ; and, as tlie tavern was in the 
neighbourhood of the court, and the miftrefi 
^ very polite woman, it began to have.moup 
bufmefs than ever; and fometimes took not left 
than four ihillings a day. 

But perhaps you are deArous of knowing 
what were the peculiar qualifications of women 
4>f faibion at that j)^iod ^ and in 9 defcriptipn 

of 
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ttf.the prefcnt landlady,- you will have a tolera- 
We idea of all the reft. This lady wavS the 
•daughter of a nobleman^ and received fuch an 
education in the country' as became her quality, 
beauty, and great expcdlations. She could 
make fhifts and hofe for hcrfelf and all the fer- 
^■ants of the family, when flie was twelve years 
old. She. knew the names of the four and 
twenty letters* fo that it was inipoflible to be^ 
jA'itch hor ; and this; was a greater pii?ce of 
leiirrJnp: th:u'i .ai:y hid.y in the whole country 
coukij prc^nJi^to. Slieiwiis always up- early, 
and law "brcjiktift fcrved.in; the great liall by fix 
o'clock. At; .this fccneof fcftlvity (he generally 
improved .l-ocJ- humour, by telling ihac dream-s^ 
^^lilti^g fto4iq$ of fpirits, feveral if/ which {H^ 
herftsU b^ ii;(Ssi;. arid-one of fwlilicfa (he was re- 
ported Co; liave. killed: with aiblaeb-haftod l«vife* 
Frcnn hen^crihe ufually went to make paftry iff 
thQ.J^r(]ei>,.and here -flic rwns« followed by^he? 
fyV'cetrheairt?^ who Were much heIped;on in con-*-" 
itrfajigft/iiby flfug^lrng .with., her for" kiWesi 
Aboftt tfiitM^ oliffiigcner^U^ wieat ^d:plhy at Hot- 
9ocki^^ and hlindm^oTtf .bufFai; the ^i^o&r'; 
Hijd whcn^the/ryoujBg^.&HcB (for they felJom 
played at hot-cockles wh^n grown old) were 
tired of fuch amufements, the gentlemen en- 
t^rj^iicd'.mSfe <wrth .thb hifibrpdbf /their grey- 
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hounds, bear-baitings, and vidories at cudgel^ 
playing. If the weather waTs fine, thej*^ ran at 
the ring, fhot at butts, while mifs held in her 
hand a ribbon, with which (he adorned the 
conqueror. Her mental qualifications were ex- 
actly fitted to her external accompliihments. 
Before fhe was fifteen, flie could tell the ftory 
of Jack the Giant Killer, could name every 
mountain that was inhabited by fiiiries, knew a 
witch at lirft fight, and could repeat four Latiii 
prayers without a prompter. Her dreft was per- 
iefklj fafliionable ; her arms and her hair were 
completely covered ; a monftroua rulF was put 
round her neck ; fo that her head feemed like 
that of John the Baptift placed in a charger. 
In ihort, when completely equipped, her ap« 
pearance was b very modeft, that ihe difco* 
vered Uttle more than her nofe. Tbefe were 
the times, Mr. Rigmarole ; wbcn every lady 
^Ht had a good nofe might fet up for a beauty ; 
when every woman dot could tell fiories, might 
tie cried ^p ior a wit. *< I am ai much dif-^ 
^^ ifvi^ed at thofe <|peflet which conceal top 
^^ tm^ aa at i2io(e which difeover too much: 
^< I am tqiaallf an «nemy to a female dunce or 
«< a fefnak pedant." 

Ycu may Im tare that mifi chofc a Itoli^ 
fttod ivtCb qualificatimii^x^txakAlti^Vttx ^;^ra.\ 
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Qie pitched upon a courtier, equally remark-- 
able for hunting and drinking, who had given 
l^ycral proofs of his great virility among the 
laughters of his tenants and domeftics. . They 
^ell in love at iirft fight (for fuch was the gal- 
lantry of the times) were married, came to 
court, and mtedam appeared with.fuperior qua- 
lificatioiis. TJie king was ftruck with her 
beauty. All property was at the king's com- 
mand ; the hufband was ohliged. to refign all 
prctenfton^ in his wife to thefovereign whom 
God had anointed, to commit adultery where 
ht thought -proper*. The king loved her for 
Tome time; but,, at length repenting of his 
mifdeeds, and inftigated.by his father-confef- 
for, fjcom a principle of confcieuce removed her 
from his kvee. to the Ear of this tavern, and 
(oolc a new mifhrefs in her ftead. Let it not 
fiirprize you to behold the millrefs of a king de- 
graded to.fo humble an office* As the ladie^r 
bad no mental, accomplifhments, a good face 
was enough to raife them to the royal couch ; 
and {he who was this day a royal miftrefs, might 
the next, when her beauty palled upon enjoy- 
ment, be doomed to infamy and want^ 

Under the care of this lady, the tavern. 
g^w into great reputadoa; the courtiers had 
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not yet learned to game, but they paid it off by 
drinking ; drunkcnnefe is ever the vice of a bar- 
barous, and ganiing of a luxurious age. 1'hey 
had not fuch f/equeiit entertainments as the 
moderns have, but were more cxpenfive and 
ni«>rc luxurious in thofc they had. All their 
ibolcrics were more elaborate, and more ad- 
mired by the great and the vulgar than now. A 
courtier has been known to ipcnd his whole 
fortune at a fmgle feaft, a king to mortgage hii^ 
dominions to furnifb out the fripery of a tourna- 
ment. There were certain days appointed for 
riot and debauchery, and to be fober at fuch 
rimes was reputed a crime. Kings. them felves- 
kt the example ; and I have fccn monarchs iip 
this room drunk before the entertainment .wa»^ 
half concluded. Thcfe were the . times, Sir^ 
when kings kept miftrcfles, and got drunk in 
public ; they were too plain and fimplcin thofe- 
happy times to hide ihcir vices, andac^the hy- 
pocrite, as row. *"• Lord ! Mrs. Quickly^" 
interrupting her, *' I expe<fted to have heard a 
** ftory, and here you are going to tell me I 
*^ know not what of times and vices ; pr'ythee 
" 4et mc intreat thee once more to wave.reflec-<: 
<' ticns, and give thy hi ftory without deviation." 

No lady upon earth, continued my vifionar)!!^ 
coricfpondenty knew how to ^ut off her da-* 
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maged wine or women with more art tKan fhe. 
When thefe grew flat, or thofe paltry, it was 
but changing the names ; the wine became ex- 
cellent, and the girls agreeable. She was alfo 
poflefled of the engaging leer, the chuck under 
the chin, winked at a dauble-entendre, could 
nick the opportunity of calling for fomething 
comfortable^ and perfeftJy underftood the dif- 
CTcet moments when to withdraw. The gal-. 
lanrs of thofe times pretty much refembled th« 
bloods of ours ; they were fond of plcafure,- but 
quite ignorant of the art of refining upon it : 
thus a court- bawd of thofctimes refembkdthe- 
oDtninon low-liued harridan of. a modern |b«gH. 
nio. Witnefs, ye powers of debauchiery, 'how^ 
often. I have been prefent at. the various appear^-i 
ances of drunkennefs, riot, guilt, and bruta- 
litfr\ ' A tavern is a true pifture of human in- 
fkmity ; in hiftory we find only one fideof the 
age exhibited to our view ; but in the-accounts 
of a tavern we fee evcrj'- age equally abfiird and 
equally vicious^ . 

Upon this lady's deceafc the tavern was fuc- 
eeffively occupied by adventurers, bullies, pimps, 
and gamefters. Towards the condufion of the 
reign of Henry VII. gaming was more univer-- 
fldly pradifed in England than even now^ 

I 4. ^^w^ 
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mous for a retreat to tories. Some years ago it. 
was in high vogue, but at prefent it feems de- 
clining. This only- may be remarked in general, 
that, whenever taverns flourifh mofl:,. the times. 

are then moft extravagant and luxurious. 

'* Lord ! Mrs. Quickly^ ' interrAipted I, ** you 
** have really deceived mo; I expelled a ro- 
" mancc, and here you have been this half, 
'* hour giving me only a defcription of the. 
'« fpirit of the times : if you have nothing but 
<< tedious remarks to communicate, feek fomei 
>< other hearer ; I am. determined to hearkeiv 
** only to ftories." 

I HAD fcarce concluded^ when my eyes and: 
ears feemed opened to my landlord, who had. 
been all this while giving me an account of the? 
repairs he had made in the houfe; and was now 
got into the dory of the cracked glafs in thjstr 
dixiin^-jrpQm>., 
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WHATEVER may be the merits. of- 
the Englifli in other fciences, they 
feem peculiarly excellent in the art of healing* 
There ia fcarcely a diforder inr ident to huma- 
nity,, againft which our advertifmg do(Slors are* 
not poiTeiled with a moft infallible antidote*. 
The profeflbrs of other, art^confefs the. inevita-i 
ble intricacy of things; talk with doubt, ami 
d£cide with hefitation \ but doubting is entirely 
unknown in medicine; the advertifing profef— 
(brs here delight in cafes of diffic&Ity : be the^ 
diforder never fo defperate or radical,- you willi 
find numbers in every ftreet, who, by. level irtg 
a pill at the part afFci^ed, promife a certs^Q cure 
without lofs of time, knowledge of a i^edfellpwi.' 
o]^ hindrance of bufmefs. - '\ 

When I confider the affiduity of this pro-, 
fcflion, their benevolence amazes me. They 
not only, in general, give their medicines for 
Ijialf • value, but ufe the moft perfuailve remon-' 
ilrances to induce the Tick to come and be cured*' 
Sure there muft be fomething ftrangely obfti- 

I 6 nate 
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nate in an £ngli(h patient, who refufes fo 
Tnuch health upon fuch eafy terms ! Does he 
take a pnde in being bloated with a dropfy ? 
Does he find pleafure in the alternations of an 
intermittent fever i Or fee> as much fatisfac- 
tion in nurfing up his gout, as he found plea- 
fure in acquiring it ? He muft, otherwife he 
would never rejefi fuch repeated aflfurances of 
inftant relief. What can be more coifvincing 
than the manner in which the fkk are invited 
to be well-? The do£i:or firft begs the moft 
carneft attention of the public to ^at be is go- 
ing to pFopofe ; he folemnly affirms the pill 
was never found to want fucceis ;, he produces 
2: lift of liiofe who have been refcued from the 
grave hj- taking it. Yet, notwithftandh^ all 
this, there are many here who now and then; 
think proper to be fiok : only fick did I fay^?* 
There are ibme who even think ptioper, to die I^ 
Yes, by the head of Confucius, diey die;. 
though they might have ^rchafed the heakbr 
reftoring fpecific foe half a crown at every coir^ 
ntr. 

I CAN xysyifit enough adtoire- die fagaoityof 
ttufl Gountryfejr the encouragement given tDb, 
die profefibre ofAis art; with what indulgence 
does Ihftibfter up thofe of her own growtbi, and 

kindly. 
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kindly cherifh thofe that come from abroad f 
Like a fkilful gardener fhe invites tbem from* 
every foreign climate to herfelf. Here every 
great exotic ftrikes root as ibon as imported^^ 
and feels the genial beam of favour ; while the 
mighty metropolis^ like one vaft munificent 
dunghill, receives them indiferiminately to her 
breaft, and fuppliea each with.mone than native 
nourifhment. 

Ik othercountries^.tfiephyficiait pretends to* 
cuns diforders in the lump ; the fame deAor^ 
who combats the gout in the toe, fliall pretend-; 
to prefcribe for.a pain in the head^ and he wiio . 
at one time cures a confumptton, fhal) at-ano- 
dicar giv^ drugs for a dropfy. How abfufd and: 
ridtcuIousJ This is being a mere jack of all; 
trades. Is the animal machine lefs.complieateda 
than a brafs pin ? Not left than, ten diffeiefit : 
tends are required to make^a brafs pin; apdi 
iball the body be. fet right by onr fii^le Qpera-«> 

•PT? 

Th b* EnglMb are ienfible-of tbe ferce of thit^ 
xeafomng } they have therefore one doAor fer. 
Ae eyes, , another for the toes ; they haire their . 
ftiatica dodors, and inoculating dodoiv; tk^. 
have one doAor who is modeftly content^wddl. 

fecuria^ 
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fecuring them from bugbites, and five hundred 
who prcfcribe for the bite of mad dogs. 

But as nothing pleafes curiofity more than* 
anecdotes of the great, however minute or 
trifling, I muft pirefent you, inadequate as my 
abilities are to the fubjc6i, with an account o£ 
one or two of thole perfonages who lead in thia 
honourable profef!ion» 

The firft upon the lift of glory is doctor 
Richard Rock, F. U. N« This great man i& 
ihort of ftature,. is fat, and waddles as h& 
walks. He always wears, a white three- tailed- 
wig nicely combed, and frizzled upon each, 
cheek. Sometimes he carries a cane, but a hat 
never ; it is indeed very remarkable that this* 
extraordinary gerfonage ihould never wear a. 
hat,, but fo it.is an hat he never. wears* He i& 
ufually drawn, at the top x>f his own bills,ii 
fitting in his arm-chair, holding a little bottle 
between his finger and thumb, and furround^ 
with rotten teeth, nippers, pills, pacquets, and 
gally-pots. - No man can promife fairer or bet- 
ter than he.; for, as he obferves, <« Be youjt 
v^ diforder never, fo far gone^ be under no unr- 
^ eafuieis> n»k& your&lf qiiite eafy, IcaacunS: 

Th« 
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The ncfJct in fame, though by fome reck-'' 
oned of equal pretenfions, is do6ior Timothy 
Fraidcs, F. 0,G. H. liy.ing in the Old Bailey. 
As ILock : is remarkably fquab, his great rivar 
Franks is as remarkably tall. .: He was born ior. 
tbe^year of the Cbriflian sera i6q2, and is^; 
while I now write, e?ca£Uy flxty-eigbt yearsy. 
three months,, and four days old. Age, how* 
eyer, has.no ways impaired his 'ufual health and', 
vivacity ; I am told he generally walks with hia 
breaft open. This gentleman, wJio is of a. 
mixed reputation, is particularly remarkable for 
a becoming aflurance, which carries him gently 
through life ; for, except doftor Rock, none- 
are more blefledwith the. advantages of face ihaa* 
doctor Franks*. 

And yet the great have their foibles as well ast^ 
&e little. I am almoft afhamed to mention it.. 
—Let the foibles of the great reft in peace- 
Yet I muft impart the whole, — Thefe two great 
men are actually now at variance ; like mere 
men, mere common mortals. Rock advifes 
the world jto» beware of bog- trotting quacks ;. 
Franks retorts the wit and the farcafm, by fix- 
ing on his rival the odious appellation of Dump- 
ling Dick. He calls the ferious dodlor Rock, 
Dumpling Dick ! Head of Confucius, what 

profanation I 
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profanation ! Dumplin Dick ! What a pity, , 
ye powers^ that the learned, who were bom 
mutually to affift. in enlightening the worId|. 
ibouid thus differ anaong themfelvesj and make - 
even the profedSon ridiculoufi-! Sure the world 
19 wide en6ugb, at leaft, .for twa great perfon- 
ages to figure in ; men of fcience.fhould leave, 
controverfy to tSe little, worlds below ikem ; , 
2txd then we might fee Rock and Franks walk^ 
iag together, iiand in hand, fmiling on:ward.ti^.i 
imnjeiitaluy. . 
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I AM fond of amufement in whatever com* 
pany it is to be found ', and wit, though 
dreflcd in rags, is ever pleaiing to me. I went 
ibme days ago to take a walk in St* James's 
Park, about the hour in which company leave 
it to go to dinner. There were but few in the 
walks, and thofe who ftayed,- feemed by their 
looks rather more willing to forget that thef 
had an^ppedor than gain one* I ffit down on 
cine of the benches, 94 tfie ^tber end. of wbidi 
WM icated a man in ?ery ftabby doadif. 

Wi continued to groan, to hem, and to 
cough, as ufual upon fuch occafions ; and, at 
lafl, ventured upon converfation. ^< I beg 
** pardon, fir," cried I, " but I think I have 
^'.fifen you before j your face is familiar to 
« me." " Yes, fir," replied he, " I have a 
«' good familiar face, as my friends tell me. I 
*' am as well known in every town in England 
** as the dromedary, or live crocodile. You 
«* muft underftand, fir, that I have been thele. 
*• fixtecn years Merry Andrew to a puppet- 
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•* fhcvv ; laft Bartholomew fair my matter ancf 
** I quarrelled, beat each other, and parted ; 
*' hft to fell his puppeta to the pihcufhion- 
** makers in Rofemary-lane, and I to ftarve in* 
« St. James's Park." 

■ 

- ** I AM (brry, fir, that a perfon of your ap*. 
^ pearancc (hould labour under any difficuK 
« ties/' ^ O fir," returned he, " myap- 
•* pearance is very mtich at your, fervice ; but,-. 
*• though r cannot boaft of eatitig much, ye^ 
^' there are few that are merrier : if I had^ 
** twehty thoufand? a. yek* I fliduW- be veryl 
'^ merry^i and, dtank the fatesi^* thjtmgh liotl 
*' wbrth ft groat^* I atJi Hry tt!&ttf -Mil If i» 
" have three pence in ipy pocket,' i never mw 
'* fufe to be my three halfpence; and, if I 
^ have no money,. I hfever fcorn to be treated 
**- bf any that- are -kind' enough to pay my* 
«• reckoning. What think you, fir, of a 
^ ft^ak and a tankard? You (hall treat me- 
^ now, and I will treat you again when I find' 
*^ you in 'the Park in love with eating, and* 
" without money to pay for a dinner/* 

•As I never r^ufe a fmaJl expenoe for the- 
fake of a merry companion, wc inftantly ad- 
journed. toa neighbouring alphoufe,. and, in a- 
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few moments, had a frothing tankard, and a 
fmoaking (leak fprcad on the table before us. 
It IS impoffiblc to exprcft hofw much the fight 
of fuch good cheer improved my companion's 
vivacity. " I like this dinner, fir," fays hc^' 
•' for three rcafons : firft, becaufe I am natu- 
" rally fond of beef; fecondly, becaufe I am- 
" hungry ; and, thirdly and hftly, becaufe I- 
** get it for nothing : no meat eats fo fwcct aa^ 
** rfiat for which we do not pay. 



» ■ . ■ . ^» 



He therefore now fell to, and his appetite 
feemed to correfpond with his inclination. After 
dinner was over, be obferved that the fteak was' 
tough ; " and yet, fir," returns he, ** bad as 
^"■hfih&.^^ii itemed a riimp-ftcafc trf W. X) 
** the delights of poverty and a good appetite !* 
** We beggars are the very foundlings of na- 
^ tiire 5 the rich fhe treats like an arrant fti^p-* 
" mother ; they are pleafed with nothing ^ cut' 
«- a fteak from what part you will, and it is in- 
" fupportably tough ; drefs it up with pickles, 
'• and even pickles cannot procure them an ap- 
*' petite. But the whole creation is filled with 
" good things for the beggar v Calvert's butt 
" out-taftes champagne, and Scdgeley's home- 
« brewed excels tokay. .Joy, joy, my blood, 
*« though our cftates lie no where, we have: 
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<^ fortunes whercvej: we go. If an inundsUioxit 

*' fweq)s away half the grounds of Cornwall, 

^^ I am content i I have no lands there : if the 

<^ flocks fmky that gives me no uneafinefs ; I 

<• am no Jew." The fellows vivacity, joined 

to his poverty, I own raifed my curiofity to 

know fomething of his life and circumftances ; 

and I entreated, that he would indulge my 

defire.— " That 1 will, fir," (aid he, « and 

** welcome ; only let us drink to prevent our 

<^ fleeping } let us have another tankard while 

** we are awake -, let tis have another tankard ; 

*> for, ah) how charming a taukard lotokff whca 

" full I 

.' i . . . ^ 

. . . • 

<< You muft kn^vw then^ that^ I a» very^- 
<* well defcended'} my ancejSx)ra have made^ 
<< foipe noife in the world j for. my mother 
•* cried. oyflers, and my father beat a drum ; l. 
<< am told we have even had fome trumpeters, 
^< in our family. . Many a- noblemain cannot. 
^^ (hew fa refpedlful a genealogy : but that is*. 
«* neither here nor there,.. As. I was. their only- 
*' child, my father defigned tp breed me up to^ 
♦* his own employment, which was that of ^ 
" drummer to a puppet-fliew. Thus the whole- 
*.* emplpyment of my younger years )vas that of ' 
^ interpreter to Punch wd king Solomonin alK 

'« hiSs 
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«« his jlo.T. But, though my father was very 
*' fond of inftrufting me in beating all the 
** marches and points of war, I made no very 
«* great progrefs, becaufe I naturally had no 
*' car for mufic ; fo, at the age of fifteen, I 
^* went and lifted for a foldier. As I had ever 
*< hated beating a drum, fo I foon found that I 
** diflilced carrying a mufquet alfo ; neither the 
•♦ one trade nor the other were to my tafte, for 
f* I was by nature fond of being a gentleman : 
*< befides, I was obliged to obey my captain ; 
^< he has his will, I have mine, and you have 
*< yours : now I very reafonably concluded, 
<< that it was much more comfortable for a man 
<^ to obey his own will than another's, 

** The life of a foldier foon therefore gave 
*< me the.ipleen ; I afked leave to quit the fer- 
** vice } but, as I was taJI and ftrong, my cap- 
^ tain thanked me for my kind intention, and 
** faid, becaufe he had a regard for me, we 
i« Ihould not part. I wrote to my father a 
*< very difmal penitent letter, and defired that 
^ be would raife money to pay for my dif- 
M charge ; but the good man was as fond of 
** drinking as I was (Sir, my fervice to you) 
^ and tbofewlio are fond of drinking never 
"^^ flay for other peak's difchai^es : in fliort^ 
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*« he never anfwered my letter. What coutt 
<^ be done ? If I have not money, faid I t9 
** myfelf, to pn}- for my difchargc, I muft find 
*« an equivalent ibiDC other way; and that muft 
** be by running awp.y, I deferted, .and tjiat 
*« anfwered my purpoic every bit as well as if 
<* I had bought my difchai^e. . 

*' Well, I was now fairly rid of my .mili- 
** tary employment; I fold my foldier's cloaths^ 
*^ bought worfe^ a/id,* in' order not to be over* 
^' taken, took the moft unfrequented roads pof* 
^* fible. One evening, as I was entering a vil* 
*' lagc, I perceived a man, whom I afterwards 
" found to be the curate of the pxriih, thrown 
from his horfe in a miry road, and almoft 
fmothered in the mrud. Hedeifired my^f- 
^^ fiftance ; 1 gave it, and. drew -him out with 
*' fome difficulty* He thanked me fot my 
*« trouble, and was going oiF; but 1 followed 
^' him home, for I loved always to have a man 
<^ thank meat hi3 own door*.Xhs-cur^tQ.-8^eA 
^^ a,n- hundred qucftions ^ as, whole fan I ,was>f 
^' from wjience I came ; and whether X wpuld 
** be faithful ? .1 anfwered him greatly to his 
<' fatisfadlion ; and gave myielf one of the beft 
**' chara(9:ers in the world for folyiety^; (j5ir, 1 
*\ haye the honour of driii)^ng, jour healfht) 

*^ dvfctetion^ 
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^"^ difcretion, and fidelity. To make a long 
"*' ftory fli Tt, he Wanted a fervant, and hirei 
^' me. With him I lived but two months ; we 
^' did not much like each other j Iwas fond of 
-*« eating, and he gave me but little to eat : I 
-** loved a pretty girl, and the old womap, my 
•'* fellow-fervant, was ill-natured :and ugly. 
•** As they endeavoured to ftarve n^e .between 
*' them, I made a: pious refolution to. prevent 
^* their committing murder c I ftole.the eggs zs 
"** foon as they were laid ; I emptied every un- 
*' finifhed bottle that I CQuld lay my hands on ; 
>« whatever eatable came in my way was fure 
•^' to difappear : in fhort, they found I would 
•*' not do ; fo I was difcharged one morning, 
^< .aad paid three fhillings and fix-pence for.two 
^* months wages. 

» s 

« 

. *' While my money was getting ready^ 
•" I employed my felf in making preparatiorw.for 
*' my departure ; two hens were hatching ix\ an 
^< out-houfe, I went and .took the eggs f][K)m 
^< habit, and, not to feparate the parents from 
<< the children, I lodged hens and all ifi.m)^ 
*^ knapfack. After this piece of frugality, I 
^^ returned to receive my n)oney, an4f>;A^.ith 
*^ my knapfack on my back, and a ftaffin my 
'^^ haiidj I bid adievi, with tear« in. my eyes, to 
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«^ my old benefa^or. I had not gone far from 
^ the houfe, when I heard behind me the cry 
*' of Stop thief ! but this only increaied my 
*< difpatch ; it would have been foolifh to ftop 
*< as I knew the voice could not be levelled at 
^< me. But hold, I think I paiTed tbofe two 
<< months at the ciu^te'sr without drinking ; 
*< come, the times are dry, and may this be* 
*^ my poifon if ever I fpent two more pious, 
^ ftupid months in all my life. 

'*^ W£tt, after travelling fomc days, whom 

^^ (hould I light upon but a company of iboU* 

<^ ing players. The moment I faw them at a 

^< diftance my heart warmed to them ; I had a 

«^ fort of natural love for every thing of the va- 

^' gabond order: they were employed in fet- 

^^ ling their baggage, which bad been over- 

<* turned in a narrow way ; I offered my afi^l- 

** atiee, which they accepted ; and we foon 

^ became fe well acquainted, that they, took 

*** ne'as a fervant. This was a paradife to 

** me ; they fiing, danced, drank, eat, and 

^ travelled, atl at the fame time. By the 

^ Uood of the Mirabels, I thought I had never 

« livod till then ; I grew as merry as a grig, 

«< and laughed at every word that was fpoken. 

^ They liked me as much as Hiked them^ 1 

« wmkm . 
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** was a very ^ood' figure^ W you- fee; andi 
** though I was poor, I was not modeft. 

• « Ilo vi a* Araggling life above all things Trt 
<^ the woHd ; foinetimes gbod, fometimes bad ; 
*^ to be warm to-day, and cold to-morrow ; to 
•* eat when-" one can get it, and drink when 
•« (thetanKardfs.otit) it ftands before me. We 
•« arrived tiiaitidvehing at Tenterden, and took 
«* a large room at the Greyhound ; where we 
*< refolved to exhibit Romeo and Juliet, with 
•* the funeral proceffion, the grave and the gar- 
** den fcehe. Romeo was to be performed by 
^* d ' gentleman from the Theatre-Royal in 
•* Drury-Lane; Juliet by a lady who had ne- 
^ ver appeared on any ftage before ; and I was 
** to fnufF the candles : all excellent in our 
*« way. We had figures enough, but the dif- 
** ficulty was to drefs them. The fame coat 
'•that ferved Romeo, turned with the blue 
** lining outwards, ferved for his friend Mer- 
*« cutio : a large piece of crape fufficed at once' 
•* for Juliet's petticoat and pall : a peftle and' 
** mortar from a neighbouring apothecary's an- 
^* fwered all the purpofes of a bell j and our 
*« landlord's own family, wrapped in white 
** iheets, ferved to fill up the proceffion. In 
•• Ibort, there were but three figures among ' 
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<< US that ipigh^ |)e faul fo bie di^efled with any 
« propriety,; 1, snea;^ ^tte ii^rf?, the ftarved 
'* apothecary, and mylelf. Our performance 
<c gave'uniyer£)l iktisfa<!^ioia ;j^ whole audi- 
«^ encc w^fe ^ch^iited wjy^.-i^rpov^ 

. . ' ■-'■ : . /; : .-o: : "i. ■ ; . j • 

«< Til ere; is one r^Ue by^wl>f(^;^ibol^ing^ 
f' player may b^ ever Toci^^^f; /Aifxefsj that 
<' is, iu our theatrical way p/^^^rfljHjog it^ to 
?^ m^ke a great deal of ^f, 9b^i€^|<aieii,, .To 
V fpeak and zSk as in cpiiioaonilife^ ^is $^i^ P:lfy»« 
^^ ing, nor is it what people jQ-opiif^ to^Se^p^^ |ia>« 
<^ tural fpeaking, li)ce f^eet W}ne,^ jqi^n^ gliblf 
^^ oyer the palate, and fcarce leaver' a^y tafte 
<^ behind it 3 but beir^g bigt^ ipoia.:E^^fjl^^rn^ 
<^ bles yine^g^, which gra^^ up^.tb^ ta^^ 
<^ an4 ofie feels jt'vy^hil^.hp i^ drlakifigf; To 
*5 pleafe in, tpwn or counay, the ^ay^ js, toi 
'^ ^^7) wring, cringe into at^i^ud^y Qi^rk the 
^< emphafis, flap the pockets, and Ifibour like 
'^ one in the falling fiQknqfs^; ti|9t is the way 
'< to ^¥ork fpr applaufe^ that-is tl^e way ,to gain 

« it. . ■ : ■ ■ 

• . « * - 

*' As we received much reputgtion for our 
«^ (kill on this firft exhibition, it was but na- 
*< tur^ for me to afcribe par^, c^f tlH^ fu^jeii^to. 
'« myfftlfi I. fnuffsid tbe caii4i^Ss a|i^,..k|t<fpt» 
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«« tell you, that, without a candlc^fnuiFer, the 
*< piece would lofe half its embellifhments. In 
<* this manner we continued a fortnight, and 
<« drew tplQrable houfes ; but the evening be- 
** fore our intended departure, we gave out our 
<« very beft piece, in which all our ftrength 
** was to be exerted. We had great expeda- 
** tions from this, and even doubled our prices, 
** when behold one of the principal adbors fell 
«< ill of a yic^eilfe fever. This was a ftroke like 
" thunder to our little company : they were 
** refolved to go, in a body, to fcold the man 
«< for falling fick at fo inconvenient a time, 
** and that too of a diforder that threatened to 
<< be expeniive ; I feised the moment, and of<- 
** fered to atSt the part myfelf in his ftead. The 
«* cafe was defpcr^te j they accepted my offer 5 
and I accordingly fiit down, with the part in 
my hand and a tankard before me (Sir, your 
<< health) and ftudied the chara£ler, which was 
<^ to be rehearfed the next day, and pl^ed foon^ 
« after, 

*' I found my memory exceffively helped by 
*< drinking : I learned my part with aftonifh- 
** ing rapidity, and bid adieu to fnuffing can- 
*< dies ever aftcn I found that nature had de- 
<* figned me for more noble employments, and 
" I Mras rdblved to take her wheu vw t.V«. Vvvi.- 
.4 K» a ^^ ^xvssvw.- 
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** mour. We got together in or^er to rehearfc, 
•* and I informed my companions, matters now 
*' no longer, of the furprifing change I felt 
«' within me. Let the fick man, faid I, be 
** under no uneafmefs to get well again ; FU 
*' fill his place to univerfal fatisfaclion ; he 
^>' may even die if he thinks proper ; Til en- 
*' gage that he fhall never be mifled. I re- 
'* hearfcd before them, ftrutted, ranted, and 
'' received applaufe. They foon gave out that 
*« a new aftor of eminence Was to appear, and 
'* immediately all the genteel places were be- 
'* fpoke. Before I afcended the ftage, how- 
•' ever, I concluded within myfelf, that, as I 
brought money to the hoiife, I ought to have 
*< my (hare in the profits. Gentlemen, faid I, 
** addreffing our company, I don't pretend to 
•' direft you ; far be it from me to treat you 
*' with fo much ingratitude : you have pub- 
" lifhed my name in the bills, with the utmoft' 
** good nature; and, as affairs fland, cannot 
" aft without me ; fo, gentlemen, to fhew 
you my gratitude, I expeft to be paid for 
my afting as much as any of you, otherwife 
** I declare ofF. I'll brandifh my fnufFcrs, and 
'* clip candles as ufual. This was a very dif- 
<< agreeable propofal, but they found thait it 
<^ was impoffible to refufe it ; it was irrefiflible^' 
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*' it was adamant: they confented, and I went 
*' on in king Bajazet : my frowning brows, 
•* bound with a flocking ftuiFed into a turban, 
*' while on my captiv'd arms I brand ifhcd ;i 
*' jack-chain. Nature feemed to have fitted 
'' me for the part ; I was tall, and had a loud 
*' voice ; my very entrance excited univer- 
*' fal applaufe ; I looked round on the audi- 
*' ence with a firiile, and made a moft low 
'^ and graceful bow, for that is the rule among 
** us. As it was a very paflionate part, I in- 
'* vigorated my fpirits with three full glaffes 
** (the tankard is almoft out) of brandy. By 
'* Alia ! it is almoft inconceivable howl went 
** through it; Tamerlane was but a fool to 
'* me ; though he was fbmetimes loud .enough 
•* too, yet I was ftill louder than he : but 
" then, befides, I had attitudes in abundance : 
** in general I kept my arms folded up thus 
'' upon the pit pf my ftomach ; it is the way 
*' at Drury-L^e, and has always a fine effedt. 
«« The tankard would fink to the bottom be- 
*' fore I could get through the whole of my me- 
** rits : in fliort, I came ofF like a prodigy ;■ 
** and, fuch was my fuccefs, that I could ra- 
'* vifli the jaurels even from a firloin of beef. 
*' The principal gentlemen and ladies of the 
** town came to me, after the play was over, to 
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•* compliment me upon my fuccefs; one praifed 
** my voice, another my perfon : Upon my 
" word, fays the 'fquire's lady, he will make 
" one of the fineft zStors in Europe ; I fay it, 
'' and I think 1 am fomethrng of a judge. — — - 
*' Praife in the beginning is agreeable enough, 
^'^ and wc receive it as a favour ; but vi^hen it 
** comes in great quantities we regard it only as 
'* a debt, which nothing but our merit could 
'* extort : infteaJ of thanking them I inter- 
*' nally applauded myfelf. We were defireJ 
" to give our piece a fecond time ; we obe}'ed, 
*^ and I was applauded even more than be- 
^^ fore. 

"At laft we left the town, in order to be 
'-* at a horfe-race at fpme diftance from tkence. 
'* 1 fl^all never think of Tenterden without 
•* tears of gratitude and refpcft. The ladies 
and gentlemen there, take my wea-d for it, 
£»« very good judges ^ -plays and aiftors. 
^ Come, Jet us drink their healths, if you 
" pleafe, fir. Wc quitted the town, I fay; 
*< and there was a wide diiFerence between my 
** coming in and going out : I entered the' 
<* town a ca«ndle-fnuffer, and I quitted it an 

« hero ! Such is the world ; little to-day, 

*< and great tp-moiTow, I -could fay a great' 
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f* deal more upon that ftibjed, fomcthing 
«^ truly fublJiAe, up6irt the iips and downs of 
«* fojftuno 'r btit • it- ^ would give us- both the 
« fpte^li, alfd (b i ibill paTs it oYcn 

** Th e races Were ended before we arrived 
*• at the next t(>wn> which -l/iras no fmall dif- 
*• appointment to- our company 5 however, wd 
^ were refolved to take all we could get. I 
^^ plky^d- capital charaA^fa there too^ ^ftd canid 
^ off with my ufual brilliancy. I fmcerfely he^ 
^* Keyc I fliould have been the foft'^or of 
^* Europe hod my growing unerit been pro- 
** perly cultivated 5 but there . came an un- 
♦' kindly frofl: which nipped me in the bud; 
<< and levelled me once more down to the com- 
" mon ftandard '^of humanity, i played Sir 
<' Harry Wildair ; all tiie country ladies were 
^^ charmed: if I but drew out my. inuflF-boit 
^ the whok houfe was in . a coar of rapture \ 
^< whefi I exo'cifedimy cudgel, I drought thdy* 
<< Would harve fallen Into convuliians.' '. ' 

•■■-." '' 

** There was here a laidy who had re* 
<^ xeived m education of nine months in Loii*^ 
^^ doni i^Ad this gave her pretenfions to tafte; 
*<. which rendered her the indifputable miftrefs 
M.?of diQ obreuobies^wheteviev^ihe came. She 
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*' was informed of my merits ; every body 
*^ praifed me ; yet ihc refuted at firft going to 
*i fee me perform : £he Qould not conceive, fhe 
** faid, aay thing but. fluff /rqin- a ftroUer; 
" talked fomething in praife of Garrick, and 
*' amazed the ladies with her fkill in enuncda- 
^^ tlons, tones, and. cadenpes : (he was at laft, 
''.however, prevailed uppn to go j and it was 
** privately intimated to me what a judge was 
f' to bcf.pfefent at my next exhibition : how- 
•* iever, no way intimidated, I came on in Sir 
" Harry, one hand ftuck in my breeches, and 
^'. thQ. other in my bofom^, as ufual at Drury- 
.** Lane ; but, inftead of looking at me, I per- 
ceived the whole audience had their eyes 
txiimtd' upon the lady who bad been nin^ 
months in London j from her they expeded 
*' the decifion which was to fecure.thc gene- 
'^ ral's truncheon in my hand, or fmk me dowii 
*' into a theatrxcaL letter-carrier.. I opened irvf 
^< fnuff-box^ took ihufF ; the lady was folemn,' 
*^ and fo. were the reft; I broike my .cudgel, oif 
** alderman Smuggler's back; ftill gloomy, 
'' melanchollyall, the lady groaned and fhnlg- 
^< ed her fhoulders ; I attempted^ by laughinj^ 
** myfelf, to excite at leafl: a fmile; ^izt'the 
*' devil a cheek could I perceive wrinkled into 
^ fympathy : 1 found it would jiDt do ; aU* mjr 
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<* good - humour now became forced ; my 
•< laughter was converted into hyfteric grin-^ 
** ing; and, -while I pretended fpirits, my eye 
^' fhewed the agony of my heart : in fhort, the 
*' lady came with an intention to be difpleafed, 
<< and difpleafed fhe was ; my fame expired ; I 
<< am here, and (the tankard is no more ! }'* 
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WHEN Cadiarina Alexowna was made 
empreis of Rufia, the women were in 
an a^Elual ftate of bondage, but (he undertook 
to introduce mixed aiTemblies, as in other parts 
of Europe : fhe altered the women's drefs by 
fubfiituting the fafhions of England ; inftead of 
^^ furs, (he brought in the ufe of taffeta and da- 
ma(k; and comets and commodes Inftead ot 
caps of fable. The women now found them- 
felves no longer fhut up in feparatt; apartments, 
but faw company, viiited each other, and were 
prefent at every entertainment. 

But as the laws to this efFeft were direded 
to a favage people, it is amufmg enough, the 
manner in which the ordinances ran. Affemblies 
were quite unknown among them ; the czarina 
was fatisfied with introducing them, for fhe 
found it impoflible to render them polite. An 
ordinance was therefore publifhed according to 
their notions of breeding, which, as it is a cu- 
riofity, and has never before been printed that 
we know of, we fliall give our readers. > 




^^' J; . T^ie j^ifpn af \0iofe hpufe t]ie afleaably 
^^ 18 to be^copt, ft^all figAifythefamebykang- 
*< ing out a bill, or ^yigivii^g foBE|e other pub-« 
*< lie notice, by way of advertifement, to per- 
ff, ^ibA3 of •bQjdi»:fexe8. 

.^^ II*. Th £ ^flembly^All not be o^en foonejr 
f^ than ibuf or iiv^ o'clock hi the afterxiooa) 
.<< nor cpntiAHe toi^ger thm tej^ ait i^ight." 

' ■ ■ . 

** III. The mafter of the houfe fhall not 
^ be obliged 'to meet hjs guefts^ or condu(Sfc 
^< tbem.put^ or keep tbem company; Idu^^ - 
*^ du>ug^ he is exefnf>t from ^I fbfts, Jbe is to 
^^ £ks4 "Uvem chaks, pajoi<U^»r<UA^^^» and. all 
'* other neceflaries that company may afk for : 
f^ b^ isr^ke9vife.)fo. f^ovide tlKlil withcards^ 
^< dioey %ni every .necei&ry for gaming. 

*' IV. There fhall be no fixed hour for 
,^^ coming or going away s it is .enough for a 
^< |ier<f<m tf^ ^F^fi^ar mihc ^iS^inbly. 

..-.•-.= \ , . ■ . 

«« V. JE VI R Y one {hall be free to fit^ walk, 

'-^^ or game, as he pleafes ) iK)r fhall any one go 

** about to hinder him, or take exceptions at 

■^* what he does, upon pain of emptying the 

i . ^ K 6 " great 



■•*. 



ft04 ^ S S^ A t S* 

«« great eagle (a pint-bowl full of brandy) : it 
•< fhall likewife be fufficient, at entering or 
«• retiring, to falute the company. 

" VI. Persons of diftifiAidn^noblemeny 
*^ fuperior officers, merchants, and tradefmen of 
«« note, head-workmen, efpecially-carpenters, 
^< and perfons employed in chancery, are to 
*' have liberty to enter the aflemblies 5 as like- 
*' wife their wives and children. 

^;. " VII. A PARTicuLARplacefhaUbear- 
** fighed the footmen, -except thofe of the 
^ Tioufe, that there may be room enough in 
«' the apartments defigned for the aflembly. 

«< VIII. No ladies are to get drunk upon 
<< any pretence whatfoever, nor (hall gentlc- 
*' men be drunk before nine. 

«' IX. Ladies who play at forifeitwcs, 
<^ queftions and commands, &c. Ihall not be 
*' riotous : no gentleman fhall attempt to force 
^* a kifs*, and no perfon fhall offer to flrike a 
" woman in the affembly, under pain of future 
« exclufvon.'* 

Sucii 
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Such are the ftatutes upon this occafion^ 
which, in their very appearance, carry an air 
of ridicale aod fatire. * But poltteneis muAren- 
ter every country by degrees ; and thefe rules 
^femble the breeding of a clown^ aukward but 
£ncere« 
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THE formalities, delays and difaffp^itUit' 
ments, that precede a treaty of marriage 
here, are ufually as numerous as thofc previous 
to a treaty of peace. The laws of this country 
are finely calculated to promote all commerce, 
but the commerce between the fexes. Their 
encouragements for propagating hemp, madder 
and tobacco, are indeed admirable ! Mar- 
riages are the only commodity that meets with 
none. 

Yet, from the vernal foftnefs* of the air, 
the verdure of the fields, the tranfparency of 
the ftreams, and the beauty of the women, 
I know few countries more proper to invite 
to courtfhip. Here love might fport among 
painted lawns and warbling groves, and revel 
amidft gales, waning at once both fragrance and 
harmony. Yet it feems he has forfaken the 
ifland j and, when a couple are now to be mar'- 
ried, mutual love, or an union of minds, is the 
laft and moft trifling confideration. If their 
goods and chatties can be brought to unite, their 
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fympathctic (buls are tver ready to gnaftntce 
the txesnty- The gta^ttwii's moi^aged lawn 
becomes enamoured of die IJKHes marritgebMe- 
grove ; the match is ftruck up^ and bo^ par*-' 
ties are pioufly in love''i**acc^rdinig to^of par* 

liament. 

« 

Thus tUcy, who have fditime, are poflefied 
at leaft of (bmetbing tt)^ is lovely ; but I ac-* 
tually pity diofe that have none. I am tok( 
there was a time, when ladies, with n6 other 
merit but youth, virtue and beauty, had a 
chance ((xc hufhands, at leaft, among the mi«- 
nifters of the chfirch or the officers of the army. 
The Uufh and innocence of fixteen was faid to 
liave a powerful influence over thefe two pro- 
feffons. But of late, ^ the litlle traffic of 
blufhing^ ogling, dimpling, and fmiMng, has 
been forbidden by an a<% in that cafe wifely 
made and provided. A lady's whole cargo of 
fmiles, fighs and whifpers, is declared utterly 
contraband, till (he arrives in die w»m Tafti- 
tudes of twenty-two, wheve commDditSes^of this 
nature are too often found to decay. She is 
then permitted to dimple and fmile, when thlE^ 
dimples and fmiles begin to for&ke her ; and, 
when perhaps grown ugly, is charitably en- 
truftcd wi|h aa uolimkbdikft of iMc cbmics&;. 
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Her lovers, however, by this time, have for- 
laken her ; the captain has changed for another 
niiftrefs ; the prieft himrelf leaves her in foli- 
tude, to bewail her virginity, and fhe dies even 
without benefit of clergy. 

Thus you find the Europeans difcouraging 
love with as much eameibiefs as the rudeft fa- 
vage of Sofala. The genius is furely now no 
more. In every region I find enemies in arms 
to opprefs him. Avarice in Europe, jealoufy 
in Perfia, ceremony in China, poverty among 
the Tartars, and luft in Circafiia, are all pre- 
pared to oppofe his power. The genius is cer- 
tainly banifhed from earth, though once adored 
under fuch a variety of forms. He is no where- 
to be found ; and all that the ladies of each 
country can produce, are but a few trifling re- 
liques, as inftances of his former refidence and 
£%vour. 

** The genius of Love,", fays the Eaftem 
Apologue, ^< had long refided in the happy 
«* plains of Abra, where every breeze was 
<< health, and every found produced traquility, 
^« His temple at firft was crowded, but every 
« age leffened the number of his votaries, or 

^ xppied tbisir devotion. Perceiviog tberfdfore: 
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<' his altars at length quite deferted, he was 

** refolved to remove to foipe more propitiouf 

*• region j and he apprized the fair fex of every 

^' country, where he could hope for a proper 

** reception, to aflert theic right to his pre* 

** fence among them. In return to this pro- 

*' clamation, embaffies were fent from the la- 

'* dies of every partrof the world to invite him, 

<< and to difpky the fuperiority of* their claims. 

*' And, firft, the beauties of China appeared* 
^* No country could compare with them for mo- 
'* defty, either of look, drefs or behaviour j 
«* their eyes were never lifted from the grou^id j 
« their robes, of the moft beautiful filk, hid 
** their hands, bofom and neck, while their 
** faces only were left uncovered. Theyin- 
^^ dulged no airs that might exprefs loofe deiire^ 
** and they feemed to ftudy only the graces of 
^< inanimate beauty. Their black teeth and 
^* plucked eye-brows were, however, alledged 
*< by the genius againfl them, but he fet them 
<< entirely aflde when he came to examine their 
« little feet* 

• 

■ • * 

^' The beauties of CircajSia next made theif 
^< appearai^ce. They advanced, hand in hand^ 
^^ afi^gi^g^he mpft immodeft airs^ and leading 
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<^ up a dance in the moft luxurious attitudes. 
«* Their drcfe was but half a cohering ; the 
** neck, the left breaft, and all the limbs, were 
*' cxpofed to view ; which, after fbme time, 
•* feemed rather ta fatiate than inflame defirel 
" The lily and the rofe contended in forming 
•* their complexions ; and a foft fleepinefs of 
** eye added irrefiftible poignance to their 
** charms : but .their -beauties were obtruded^ 
** not offered to their admirers ; they feemed 
** to give rather than receive courtfliip; and 
*« the genius of Love difinified tliem lis tirrwor- 
•* thy his regard, fihce they exchanged the du- 
•' ties of love, and made tSiemffclveB not th« 
•* purfued, but the purfuing fex. 

** The kingdom of Kaihmtre nc^xt produced 
^' its charming deputies. This happy region 
** feemed peculiarly fequeftered by nature for 
** his abode. Shady mountains fenced it oji 
** one fide from the fcorching fun ; and fea- 
^' bom breezes, on the tJther, gave peculiar 
** luxuriance to the air. Their <!oinplex5orii 
" were of a bright yellow, that appeared al- 
*« moft tranfparent, while the crimfon tulip 
** feemed to bloffom on their cheeks. Their 
•*^ features and limbs were delicate beyond th^ 
^ ftatuaiy's power to exprefe ; fend thfcitteWli 
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*< whiter than their own ivory. He was almofl: 
** perfuaded to refide among them, when un- 
*< fortunately one of the ladies talked of ap- 
** pointing his feragKo. 

*^ In this procefBon the naked inhabitants of 
*« Southern America would not be left behind: 
** their charms were found to^furpafe whatevef 
«< the warmeft imagination could conceive; 
*^ and ferved to (hew, that beauty could be 
*' perfeft, even With the feeming difedvantage 
<« of a brown complexidft. But their favag« 
*< education rendered thtm utterly unqualified 
** to make the proper ufe of their pother, and 
^ they were rcjefted as bemg incapable x>f uftit- 
** ing mental with fenfual fatisfaSion. In this 
<« manner the deputies of other kingdoms had 
" their fuits rejcfted : the black beauties of Ber 
«* nin, and the tawny daughters 6f Borneo, the 
•* women of Wida with fcarred faces, JUid the 
** hideous virgins of Caffaria ; the fquab la- 
•* dies of Lapland, three feet high, and the gi- 
•* ant fair ones of Patagonia. 



" The beauties of Europe at laft appeared : 
grace was in their fteps, and fenfibility fete 
«* fmiling in every eye. It was the univerfal 
opinion, while tbey were approaching^ that 
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«* they would prevail ; and the genius feemed 
*' to lend them his moft favourable attention. 
*• They opened their pretenfions with the ut- 
*^ moft modefty; but unfortunately, as their 
*' orator proceeded, *flie happened to let fall the 
.** words, Houfe in town. Settlement and Pin- 
*' money. Thefe feemingly harmlefs terms had 
*' inftantly a furprifmg efFeil : the genius, with 
** ungovernable rage, burft from amid ft the 
•' circle ; and, waving his youthful pinions, 
" left this earth, and flew back to thofe ethe- 
** rial manfions from whence he defcended. 

" The whole aflembly was ftruck with 
** amazement : they now juftly apprehended 
*' that female power would be no more, fmce 
*' love had forfakcn them. They continued 
*' fome time thus in a ftate of torpid defpair, 
*^ when it was propofed by one of the number, 
^' that, fmce the real genius of Love had left 
\^ fthem, in order to continue their power, they 
^* fhould fet up an idol in his ftead ; and that 
" the ladies of every country fhould furnifli 
^* him with what each liked beft. This pro- 
^' pofal was inftantly reliflied and agreed to. 
" An idol of gold was formed by uniting the 
*^ capricious gifts of all the affembly, though no^ 
V way refembling the departed genius. Th^ 

^* ladie» 
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^^ ladies of China furnifhed the monfter with 
<* wings; thofe of Kaflimire fupplied hhn with 
*< horns ; the dames of Europe clapped a purfe 
*< in his hand ; and the virgins of Congo fur- 
^< nifhed him with a tail. Since that time, all 
^ the vows addrefled to Love are in reality paid 
*< to the idol \ and, as in other felfe religions^ 
«< the adoration Teems moft fervent, where the 
<* heart is leaft finccrc.'* 
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NO obferyation is more comaionj and at 
the Crni^ time more true, than That 
one half of. the wodd are ignorant how the 
other half lives. The misfortunes of the great 
are held up to engage our attention ; are en- 
larged upon in tones of dedamation ; and the 
world is called upon to gaze at the noble fuf- 
ferers : the great, under the prefTure of cala- 
mity, are confcious of feveral others fympa- 
thizing with their diftrefs ; and have, at once, 
the comfort of admiration and pity. 

There is nothing magnanimous in bearing 
misfortunes with fortitude, when the whole 
world is looking on : men in fuch circum- 
ftances will aft bravely even from motives of 
vanity ; but he who, in the vale of obfcurity, 
can brave adverfity ; who, without friends to ^ 
encourage, acquaintances to pity, or even with- 
out hope, to alleviate his misfortunes, can be- 
have with tranquillity and indifFerence, is truly 
great: whether peafant or courtier, hedeferves 
admiration, and'fliould be held up for ourini&^\ 
tatlon and rcfpcA. 
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Wh I L E the fligbteft i^conveniencles of the 
great are n^agnified into calamities ; while tra?» 
gedy mouths out their fufFerings in all the 
ftrains of eloquence, the miferies of the poor 
are entirely difregarded^ ^nd yet fome of the 
Ipwer ranks of people undergo more real hard?; 
{^ips in one day, than thpfe of a more exalted 
ftation {h&r. in their whole lives^ It is incon-^ 
ceivable wJiat difficulties the meaneft of our • 
comn^ion ikilor/s and iblcji^ endure without 
murmuring or regrft^ without pa^ionatelyde-. 
claiming aga^nft. Providence, or calling their, 
fellows to be gazers on their intrepidity. Evexy 
d^ is to them a day of mifery, and yet thcf 
^t^tain their h^r4 fate widiout repining* 

With what indignation do *I hear an Ovidf 
a Cicerq, or a Rabutln, complain of their 
misfortunes and hardships, whofe greateft ca« 
l^mity was that of being unable to viiit a cer« 
tain fpot of earth, to which they had foolifhiy 
attached an idea of happinefs. Their diftreHes 
werepl^afiircs, compared* to what many of the 
adventuring, ppor ev^ry day endure without-^ 
murinnring. They ate, drank, andflept; they 
had flayes to attend them, and were fare of 
fubfiftence for life j wJiile many of their fel-.. 
lo^-creatyn-qs zr%^ oj^ig^cl to w^der^ wittv<)M.v 
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a friend to comfort or affift them, and even 
ivithout a fhcltcr from the feverity of the fea- 
fon. 

I HAVE been led into thefe refle6Hon^from 
accidentally meeting, fome days ago,' a poor 
fellow, whom I knew when a boy, drefled in 
a failor's jacket, and begging at one of the out- 
lets of the town, with a wooden leg. I knew 
him to be honeft and induftrious when in the 
country, and was -curious to learn what had* 
reduced him to his prefent iituation. Where-' 
fore, after giving him what I thought proper, 
I defired to know 'the hiftory of his life and 
misfortunes, and the manner in which he was 
reduced to his prefent diftrefs. The difabled 
foldier, for fuch he was, though drefled in a 
failor's habit, fcratching his head, and leaning 
on his crutch, put himfelf into an attitude to 
comply with my requeft, and gave me his hi- 
ftory as follows : 

«< As for my misfortunes, mafter, I can't 
*^ pretend to have gone thro' any more than 
^« other folks ; for, except the Ibfs of my 
«' limb, and my being obliged to beg, I don't 
« know any reafon, thank Heaven, that I 
f^ have to complain \ there is Bill Tibbs^ xf 
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<^ our regiment, ho has loft both his legs^ and 
<^ an eye to boot ; but, thank Heaven, it is 
** not fo bad with me yet 

*' I WvAS born in Shropfhire, my father was - 
<< a labourer, and died when I was five years > 
^^ old; fo I was put upon the parifh. As 
<< he had been a wandering fort of a man, 
** the^parifliioners were. not able to tell to 
^< what parifli I belonged, or where I was 
*« torn, fo they fent me to another parifli, 
«' and that parifli fent me to a third. I 
*« thought in my heart, they kept fending me 
«< about fo long, that they would not let mo- 
** be' born in any parifli at all ; but, at laflf 
** however, they fixed me. I had fome difpo- 
•' fition to be a fcholar, and was refolved, at 
*« leaft, to know my letters ; but the mafter 
** of the work-houfe put me to bulinefs as fooji 
<< as I was able to handle a mallet ; and here 
^ I lived an eafy kind of a life for five ye^5« 
*« I only wrought ten hours in the day, an* 
" had my meat and drink provided for my la- 
« hour. It is true, I was not fiifFercd to flir 
«« out-of the houfe, for fear, as they faid, I 
*« fliould run away : but what of that, I had 
^ the liberty of the whole houfe, and the yard 
^'before the dpor^ and that was ^ndftgh for 
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<> me^ I was then bound 6Ut to a farmer^ 
<< where I was tip both tzr\y and late ; but I 
<< ate and drank wetl, and liked my bufinefs 
*< well enough, till he died, when I was 
<^ obtiged to provide for myfelf ; fo I was 

<f jpe(plv*ed to go and feek my fortune. 

« . ■ 

. In this manner I went from town to town, 
<• worked when I could get employment, and 
*• ftarved when I could get none : when hap- 
*^ pening one day to go through afield belongr 
** ing to a juftice of peace, I fpy'd a hare 
*^ croffing the path juft before me 3 and I be- 
« lieve the devil put it in my head to fling my 
*^ ftick at it : — Well, what will you have on't? 
" I killed the hare, and was bringing it away 
^ in triumph, when the juftice himfelf met 
** me : he called me a poacher and a villain 5 
** and collaring me, defired I would give an 
" account of myfelf : I fell upon my knees^^ 
<« begged his worfhip's pardon, and began to 
** give a full account of all that I knew of my 
** breed, feed, and generation; but, though 
** I gave a very good account, the juftice 
** would not bdieve a fyllable I had to fay 5 fo 
•' I was indidted at feffions, found guilty of 
<< being poor^ and fent up to London to New- 
*^ gate, in order to be tranfpdrted'as 'a vaga- 
^' bostd. 
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** People may j&y this and that of being 

f' in jail J but, for my part, I found Newgate 

<^ as agreeable a place as ever I was in all 

*' my life. I had my belly full to eat and 

^f drinlc, and did no work at all. This kind 

** of life was too good* ±0 laft for ever 5 fo I 

^' was taken out of prifon, after Eve months^ 

^< put on board a £hip, and fent oiF, with two 

^f himdred more, to the plantations. We had 

** but an . indifferent pafiage, for, being all 

^f confined in the hold, more than a huxklred 

^< of our people ilie4 for want of fweet airj 

'^t and thofe that remained were iickly enough, 

*' God knows. When -we came a-fhore we 

^« were fold to the planters, and I was bound 

-^f for feven years more. As I was no fcholar, 

** for I did not know my letters, I was obliged 

** to work among the negroes j and I ferved 

<^ out my time, as in duty bound to do« 

" When my time was expired^ I worked 
^.< my pailage home, and glad I wa^^. fee Old 
^f: England again, becaufe I loved my country* 
^f I was afraid, however^ that I (houldbe in- 
<< dided for a vagabond pncemore^ fo did not 
^^ much care to go down into the country, but 
<^ kept about the town, and did Uttie j<^bs 
M .whe9 1 could get them. 
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** I w A^ very happy in this manner for foihe 
" time, till one evening, coming home from 
<' vi^ork, tvro men knocked me down, and then 
** defired me to ftand. They belonged to a 
** prefs-gang : I was carried before the juftice, 
** and, as I could give no account of myfelf, I 
*' had my choice left, whether to go on board 
<* a man of war, or lift for a foldier. I chofe 
** the latter ; and, in this poft of a gentleman^ 
** I ferved two campaigns in Flanders, was at 
*f the battles of Val and Fontenoy, and re- 
*f ceived biit one woundi through the breaft 
*^ here J but the xioSor of our regiment foon 
** made me well again* './. 

*^ WHfc"N the peace came on I was dif* 
** charged 5 and, as I could not work, becaufc 
'^ my wound was fometimes troublefome, I 
<^ lifted for a landman in the Eaft-In4ia com- 
" pany's fervice. I here fought the French in 
*^ fix pitched battles ; and I verily believe, 
** that, if I could read or write, our captain 
<f would have made me a corporal. But it was 
*' not my good fortune to have any promotion, 
<« for I foon fell fick, and fo got leave to re- 
«« turn home again with forty pounds in . my 
*< pooko^ This WM at the beginning of the- 
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** prcfent war, and I hoped to be (et on fhore 
•* and to have the pleafure of fpending my 
•^ money ; but the government wanted men, 
•* and fo I was prefied for a failor before ever I 
** could fet foot on fhore. 

*^ The boatfwain found me, as he faid, an 
*' obftinate fellow : he fwore he knew that I 
•' underftood my ^ bufmefs well, but that I 
•** {hammed Abraham,' merely to be idle; but 
•^ God knows, I knew nothing of fea-bufinefs, 
•^ and he bfeat me without confidering what hte 
.** -wis about. I hadflill, however, my forty 
,^i? pounds, and that wasr fomc comfbrt to mte 
!•* under every beating!; and the money. 1 miglf t 
-«<- hate had to thisr day,- But that oi4r ihip Wa$ 

•• taken by the French, and fo I loft a11. 

> 

•* Our ci-cw was' carried into Breft, and 
•< many of them died, becaufe they were:: nc^ 
" ufed to live in a jail; bat, for my part, it 
** was nothing tome, for I was feafoned. One 
*' night, as I was fleeping on the bed of boards, 
<< with a warm blanket about me, for I alwa)^ 
<( loved to lie well, I was awakened by the 
<< boatfwain, who had a dark lanthorn in his 
" hand; * Jack,' fays he to me, :* will. you 
f^ knock out die French Gentry's brains r' I 
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** don't care, fays I, ftriving to keep myfclf 

*' awake, if I lend a hand. ^ Then follow 

•* me,' fays he, * and I hope we (hall do bufr- 

•* neCs.* So up I got^ and tied my blanket, 

*^ which was all the cloaths I had, about my 

** middle, and went with him to fight the 

.** Frenchmen. I hate the French becaufe 
they are all flaves, and wear wooden Shoes. * 

*^ T H o u G H we bad no arms, one Engw 
<< lifhman is able to beat fiire French at 
•• any time; fo we went down to the door^^ 
^* where both the centries were pofled» and 
^< rufliing upon them, . feized their arms in 
^< a moment, and knocked diem dowtt« From 
i* thence, nine of ys ran. togeiltcr to.ithe: 
*< quay^ and,, (eizing the firft boat we met^ 
** got out of the harbour and put to fea. We 
<* had nfa't been "here threc-JajBa before we were 
«* tiken up by tfaeDfor^t privatter, . who were 
>* -glad of fo many.gpbd hfinds'4. and n^e cow- 
** fented to run . our chaaoe; H©wei/«r,. wc 
<^ had not as mucb luck, as we oxpe^ed. In 
** three days we fell ia "with the Pompadour 
priviteer, of forty guijiy. while we Ihad but 
twenty-throe; fo to itiwe'w^nt^.yard-^ftrm. 
«« and yard-arm- The figl^t Jafltad ^n^jtliree 

«' hours, and I verily hdifiVft'WQjflirtiWilia^^^ 
^^ ta/centheFrenchn^iVv2A>N^butVvadfome 
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*' more men left behind j but, unfortunately, 
<^ we loft all our men juft as we were going to 
•* get the viftory. 

*^ I WAS once more in the power of the 
** French, and I believe it would have gone 
*^ hard with me had I been brought back to 
** Breft : but, by good fortune, we were re- 
<« taken by the Viper. I had almoft forgot to 
*' tell you, that, in that engagement, I was 
«* wounded in two places j I loft four fingers 
«* of the left hand, and my leg was (hot off, 
** If I had had the good fortune to have Idil 
** my leg and ufe of my hand on board a 
^< king's ibip, and not a-board a privateer, I 
^< fhould have been entitled to cloathing and 
*^ maintainance during the reft of my Jife; but 
*' that was not my chance i one man is born 
** with a filver fpoon in his mouth, and ano- 
*' thcr with a wooden ladle. However, blefled 
** be God, I enjoy good healthy and will for 
<« ever love liberty and Old England. . lAbcT" 
<« ty, property, and Old England, for ever, 
'* huzza ! • ' ' 

Thus faying, he h'mped off, leaving me in 
admiration at his intrepidity and content ; nor 
could' I avoid acknowledging, that an habitual- 
acquaintance with mifery ferves better than ^jiKl- 
Jofophy to teach us to defpife \t* 
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Suppofed to be written by the Ordinary of 

Newgate. 

MAN IS a moft frail being, incapable of 
diredUng his fteps, unacquainted with 
"what is to happen in this life; and perhaps 
no man is a more manifeft inftance of the 
truth of this maxim, than Mr. The. Cibber, 
juft now gone out of the world. Such a variety 
of turns of fortune, yet fuch a perfevering 
uniformity of conduft, appears in all that hap- • 
pened in his fiiort fpan, that the whole may be 
looked upon as one regular coBfulion : every 
a£lion of his life was matter of wonder and fur- 
prize, and his death was an aftonifhment. 

This gentleman was born of creditable pa- 
rents, who gave him a very good education, and 
a great deal of good learning, fo that he could 
read and write before he was fixtecn. How-^ 
ever, he early difcovered an inclination to fd- 
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low lewd co«rfe$ j he refufed to take the advice 
of his parents, and purfued the bent of his in* 
clinatipn ; he played -at cards on Sundays, 
called himfelf a gentleman j fell outVith his 
mother. and laundrefs 5 and, even in thefe early 
days, his father was frequently heard to obferve, 
that young The.— would be hanged. 

\ As he advanced in years, he grew more fond 
of pleafure; would eat an ortolan for dinner, 
though he begged the guinea that bought it^ 
and was once known to give three pounds for 
a plate of green peafe, which he had colIe6ted 
€xver-night as charity for a friend in diftrefs : 
he ran into debt with every body that would 
truft him, and none could build a fconce bet- 
ter than- he: fothat, atlaft, his creditors fwore 
with one accord that The. — would be hanged. * 

But, as getting into debt by a man who 
hoLd' no vifible means but impudeftce for fub- 
fiftence, is a thing that every reader is not ac- 
<}uainted with, I muft explain that point a lit- 
tle, and that to his fatisfa<ftion. 

There are three ways of getting into debt; 
firft, bypuibing a face ; as thus ; " You, Mr. 

X 5 « Lute- 
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«« Luteftring, fcricf mc boihe fi3r'yar<fc of tJiat 
•^* paduafoy, dammee ; rt- but^ JJuurkee, don't 
*< think I ever intend to. pay yau for it, jdam*- 
*' mee." At this, the mercer laughs heartily; 
cuts oiFdie paduafoy, and fends ft home; nor 
js he, till too late, furprifed to find the gentld* 
man had faid nothing but truth, and kept his 
word. 

« ■ • ■ ■ 

T'HE (econd method of running into debt is 
called fineering ; which is getting goods made 
up in fuch a faihion as to be unfit for every 
other purchafer ; and, if the tradefman refufes 
to give them upon credit^ then threaten to leave 
them upon his hands* 

But the third and beft method is called^ 
*f Being the good cuftomer." The gentlemaa 
firft buys feme trifle, and pap for it in ready- 
jnoney ; he comes a few ds^ys after with no- 
thing about him but bank bills, and bu]rs,. w^ 
will fuppofe, a fix-penny tweezer-cafe,; the 
.bills^ are too great to be changed^ fo he pro*- 
mifes to return, pumSbually the day after and 
pay for what he has bought* In this promife 
he is punftual, and this is repeated for eight or 
ten times^ till his fage is weH kxiowq^ an^.bt 

hat 
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has got, at laft, the character of a good 't\k^ 
tomer. By this means he gets credit for fomcr 
thing coniiderable, and then never pays for 
it. . , 

In all this, the young rtian who is the uiv 
happy fubjeft of our prefent refleftions, was 
very expert ; and could fece, fineef, and bring 
cuftom to a fliop with any man in England ': 
none of his companions could exceed him lA 
this ; and his very companions at lafl faid that 
The. — would be hanged. 

As he grew old, he grew never the better ; 
he loved ortolans and green peafe, as before ; 
he drank gravy-foup when he could get it, and 
always thought his oyfters tafted beft when he 
got them for nothing, or, which was juft the 
fame, whin he bought them upon tick : thus 
the old man kept up the vices of the youth, and 
what he wanted in power, he made up by in- 
clination ; fo that all the world thought that- 
old The. — would be hanged. 

And now, reader, I have brought him to 
his laft fcene; a fcene were, perhaps, my duty 
fhould have obliged me to aflift. You exped^, 
perhaps, bis dying words, and the tender fare- 

L 6 well 
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'Wtll he took of his wife and children ; you ex« 
ped an account of his coffin and white gloves^ 
his pious ejaculations, and the papers he left 
behind him. In this I cannot indulge your cu<<- 
riofity ; for, oh I the myfteries of &te. The. 
m was drown*d f 

«* Reader," as Hervey faith, "paufcand 
*• ponder; and ponder and paufc 3 who knows 
irbat thy own end may be* 
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T HE 

DOUBLE. TRANSFORMATION; 
A TALE. 

SECLUDED from domeftic ftrifc. 
Jack Book-worm liv'd a college life j 
A'fellowfliip at twenty-five 
Made him the happieft man alive ; 
He drank hi&glafs and crack'd his joke. 
And Frefhmen wondeVd as he fpoke ; 
Without politenefs aim*d at breeding, 
Andlaugh'd at pedantry and reading, 

S irc H pleafuresi unalhy'd with care, ^ 
Could any accident impair f 
Could* Cupid's Ihaft at length transfix. 
Our fwain arriv'd at thirty-fix ? 
O had the archer ne'er come down 
To ravage in a country town ! 
Or Flavia been content to flop 
At triumphs in a Fleet-ftreet (hop; 
O had her eyes forgot to blaze f 
Or Jack had wanted ej^ Xo ^>^% . 
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O ! But let exclamation ceafc. 

Her prefence banifh'd all his peace* 

Our aiterM Parfon now began 
To be a perfeS ladies man j 
Made fonnets, lifp'd hit fermons o'er. 
And told the tales he told before, 
• *Of bailiffs pump*d, and pro'ftors bit. 
At college how he fhew'd l>is wit ; 
And, as the fair one ftill approved. 
He fell in love— —or thought he lov'd. 
So with decorum all things carry'd ; 
Mifs frown'd, and blufli'd, and then was- 
married. 

Need we expofe to vulgar fight. 
The raptures of the bridal night ? 
Need we intrude on hallow'd ground. 
Or draw the curtains clos'd around ? 
Let it fuffice, that each had charms ; 
He clafp'd a goddefs in his arms ; 
And, tho' fhe felt bis vifage rough. 
Yet in a man 'twas well enough. 

The honey-moon like light'ning flew. 
The fecond brought its tranfports too. 
A third,, a fourtli were not araifs. 
The fifth was friendfliip mix'd with blifs :. 
Buty when a twelvemonth pafs'd away. 
Jack found his goddefs madt oi c\?i.^ \ 
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Found half the charms that decked her faKre, 
Arofe from powder, (hreds, or lace 5 
But ftill the wojcft rema^n'd behind, 
■ Tl^ajt very face had robb'd her mii^d..; 

SsLiLL'd in n6 other ^ts W4s (he^ , 
But dreffing, patchix^, repartee; 
And, juft as humour rofe 09 fell. 
By turns a Aattern or a bdle : 
'Tis true fbe drefs'd with modern gractf^^ 
Half naked at a ball or race ; 
But when at home, at board or bed, 
J'ive greafy nightcaps wrap'd her head. 
Could fo much beauty condefcend 
To l^e a dull domeftic friend ? 
Could any curtain* Ie(S):ure& bring 
To decency fo Sne a thing ? 
In ihort, by night, 'twa$ fits or fretting j 
By day, 'twas gadding or coquetting. 

Now tawdry madam kept a bevy 
Of powder'd coxcombs at her levy ;, 
The 'fquire and captain took their ftationf^ 
And twenty other near relations ; 
Jack fuck'd hrs pipe, and often broke ' 
A figh in fuiFocating fmoke ; 
She, in her turn, became perplexing) 
And fouQd fubfiantial bllfs ia vexing. ' 
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Thus every hour was pafsM between 

Infuking repartee or fpleen. 

Each day, the more her faults were knowiiji 

He thinks her features eoarfer -grown ^ 

He fancies every vice flie (hews 

Or thins her lip, or points her nofe : 

Whenever rage or envy rife. 

How wide her mouth, how wild her eyes f 

He knows not how, but fo it is. 

Her face is grown a knowing phyz ; 

ySnd, tho' her fops are wond'rous civil. 

He thinks her ugly as the devil. 

Thus, to perplex the ravell'd nooze^ 
While each a different way puriues^ 
While fullen or loquacious fkife 
Promis'd to hold them on for life. 
That dire difeafe, whofe ruthlefs power. 
Withers the beauty's tranfient flower : 
Lo ! the fmall-pox, whofe horrid glare, 
Lcveird its terrors at th^ fatr^ 
And, rifling ev'ry youthful grace, 
Ltft but the remnant of a face. 

THfi glafs, grown hateful to her fight, 
RcfleScd now a perfeft fright : 
Each former art fhe vainly tries 
To bring back luftre to her eyes. 

In 
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In vain fee tries her paftes and creams> 
To fmoothr her (kin, or hide its feams^ 
Her country beaux and city coufins. 
Lovers no more ; flew off by dozens : 
The fquire himfelf was feen to yield. 
And even the captain quit the field. 

Poor Madam now condemned to hack 
The reft of life with anxious Jack> 
Perceiving others fairly flown ' 
Attempted pjeafing him alone.. 
Jack foon was dazzl'd to behold 
Her prefent face furpafs the old j 
With modefty her cheeks are dy'J,*. 
Humility difplaces pride j 
For tawdry finery is feen, 
A perfon ever neatly clean : 
No ntore prefuming on her fway 
She learns good nature every day. 
Serenely gay, and ftriS in duty. 

Jack finds bis wife a perfe^ beauty^ 
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NEW SIMILE. 

t fr T H S 

MANNER OF SWIFT. 

I Long had rack'd my brains to find 
A likenefs for the fcribbling kind ; 
The modern fcribbling kind^ who write^ 
In wit,' and fenfe, and nature's fptte ; 
'Till reading, I forget what day on, 
A chapter out plfTook's Pantheon ; 
I think I met with fomething there^ 
To fuit my purpofe to a hair y 
But let u^ not proceed too furious^ 
Firft pleafe to turn to God Mercurius ; 
You'll find him piftured at full length 
In book the fecond, page the tenth : 
The ftrefs of all my proofs on him I lay. 
And now proceed we to our fimile. 

Imprimis, pray obferve his hat 

Wings upon either fide mark that. 

What 
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Well ! what is it from thence we gather i 

Why thefe denote. a brain of feather, 

A brain of feather ! very right. 

With wit that's flighty, learning light;. 

Such as to modern bard's decreed ; 

A juft comparifon> — proceed. 

In the n^xt place, his feet perofe^ 
Wings grow again from both his fhoes ; 
DeHgn'd no doubt, their part to bear. 
And waft his godfhip through the air; 
And here my fimilc unites^ 
For in a modern poet's flights, 
I'm fure it may be juftly faid^ 
His feet are ufeful as his head, 

lARijy VoHcbfafe t' obferre his ftand^.' 
Fiird with a. fbaUde in'circled wand ; 
By claffic authors, term'd caducis. 
And highly famM fbr feveral ufes. 
To wit — moft wbnd'roufly endu'd^ 
No poppy water half To good ; 
For let folks only get a touch. 
It's foporific virtue's fuch, 
Tho' ne'^r fo much awake before. 
That quickly they begin to fnore. 
Add too, what certain write-s tell. 
With this he drives men's fouls to hell. 
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Now to apply, begin wc then ; 
His wand's a modern author's pen ; 
The ferpents round about it twin'd. 
Denote him of the reptile kind 5 
Denote the rage with which he writesy 
His frothy flaver, venom'd bites; 
An equal femblance ftill to keep, 
Alike to both conduce to fleep* 
This difF'rence only, as the'Goid, 
Drove foul's to Tart'rus with his rod ;• 
With his goofequill the fcribblingelf,* 
Inftead of others, damns himfelf* 

And here my fiihile alrhoft tripti- 
Yet grant a word by way ofpofticript^ - 
Moreover, Merc'ry had a failing : 
Well ! what of that ?' out with it — ^ftcaling ; 
In which our fcribling bards agree. 
Being each as great a thief as he ;. 
But ev'n this deities' exigence. 
Shall lend myStuSc affiftance* 
Our modem bards ! why what a pox 
Arc they but fenfcleft ftones and blocks ? 

* J. B. 
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